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PEEFACE. 



NsvfiB was it more necessary than now to poor 
moral and religious instruction into the minds of 
young people. This necessity arises not only from 
the importance of their souls, and the well-being of 
society, but also from the errcmeous and ruinous 
evils to which they are daily exposed. 

That our young people may be brought to Jesus, 
and be furnished with religious information to ena- 
Ue them to stand the test of trial, is the design of 
tiie fi>Uowing pages. It is not enough to tell them 
they are sinners^ and that ** the wages of sin is 
death" ; but to point them to a Saviour. Nor can 
they be saved without believing in his name. In 
order to faith, means must be used, which God has 
appointed for its attainment. For this end, the 
Evangelical Narratives were composed. ^But 
these are written," says St. John, " that ye might 
belive that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 
andbelieving, ye might have life through his name.** 
if, ilierefore, we wish to convince thietm of the Di» 
viatity and Messiahship 6f Jesus, we must acquamt 
them miih bis ^ords and worifis,, and when they 
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behold his glory, they will see that it is "the glory 
as of the only b^;otten of the Father, fall of grace 
and truth." ( 

That these religions truths should he given to ' 
young people, is generally admitted ; hut which is 
the best mode or manner, is another question. It 
18 right that suitable addresses should be given from 
the pulpit ; but other modes of instructing should 
also be employed to secure their close attention. 
St. Paul not only preached to large congregations, 
but he "exhorted, and comforted, and warned 
every one of them, as a father doth his children ;" 
that is, separately and unitedly, affectionately and 
faithfully, familiarly and interrogatively. Here the 
apostolic mode of communicaling instruction be- 
comes exemplary. Of the interrogative mode of 
giving instruction to young people, we are greatly 
in favour, as it forces them to think. Thus some, 
little effort and application of the mind is required : 
then they perceive the truth, and feel a pleasure 
that they have learned something. 

Dr. Hamilton says : " We are stout advocates 
of catechetical methods and forms. It is recorded 
that Socrates so instilled his sentiments into the 
minds of his pupils. Two thousand years have 
invented nothing wiser. At this hour we see, in 
heaps, scientific and political publications based 
upon the interrogative system. Why should we 
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inrFender so well contrived an instrument for 
leacbing religion ? Why yield to a clamour which 
really is directed against the religiousness of the 
Jistruction, and against religion itself? Why 
sompromise ourselves, that we may receive a tri- 
bute to our liberalism ? Why abandon that which 
Dur enemies have imitated and often wielded 
against us ? Why reject the appearance of human 
nature ? Why start aside from the prudence and 
practice of every church and community." 

For the assistance of young people who may 
study " The Footsteps of Jesus," Questions have 
been a£Qxed to each' subject contained therein. 

The author commends his feeble effort to "die 
smile and blessing of Jesus, who is its grand 
theme ; hoping that it will, in some degree, sub- 
serve the interests of the young. 

A. WORSNOP. 

Halifax, Jane 10, 1868. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE PRE-EXISTENCE AND ADVENT OF THE 

LORD JBSUS. 



PART I. 

Preliminary remarks — Tlie pre-existence and eternity of the 
L(yrd Jems — Questions on the preceding subjjeet. 

Historians have written of poets and orators, phi- 
losophers and statesmen, heroes and emperors ; hut 
never was there for the pen of the scribe such a 
subject as the Lord Jesus Christ, whose birth, and 
life, and death were attended with unparalleled 
wonders. The fact that such a person existed as 
Jesus of Nazareth, is unquestionable, being attested 
by the four evangelists ; two of whom, Matthew and 
John, were eye-witnesses of the transactions which 
they have recorded concerning him ; and the other 
two, Mark and Luke, were their constant compan- 
ions : therefore the evangelists had the best oppor- 
tunities of being acquainted with the actions and 
sayings of the Lord Jesus. 

" Never could it be more truly said of any histo- 
rians," says Hales, " that they published not them- 
selves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; reporting, in 
singleness of heart, what was said and done by him, 
and tohim throughoutthe wholecourse ofhis ministry 
and nothing else, without partiality or prejudice, and 
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without disguise, ' sacrificing to the truth alone/ 
according to a precept given for writing history." 

If national records could contribute anything to 
confima the narrative of the evangelists, reference 
might be made to the period of the Herods, who 
ruled in Palestine at the time. But never did any 
history stand on better authority than this, being 
written by four different persons, all living at the 
same time, and perfectly agreeing on the important 
points which they relate ; and it being published 
soon after in the midst of their enemies ; so that 
had the accounts been false, they would have been 
denied and confuted. But the first enemies of 
Christianity never questioned them, and every true 
church of Christ, in every age and place, have re- 
ceived them as genuine. Such being the authority 
of this interesting and sacred history, allow me to 
direct your attention to the leading events therein 
recorded. 

I. Thr incarnation of the Lord Jesus. 

'* But thou Betlilehem Ephratab, though thou bo little 
ninong the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come 
forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel ; whose goings forth 
liave been of old, from everlasting." — Micah v. 2. 

Here we have the pre-existence of the Lord Jesus, 
the place of his advent, and the design of his mani- 
festation. 

T. The pre-existence and eternity of the Lord Jesus. 

Were we writing the biography of a prince, we 
should have recourse to ancient records to show his 
genealog^r and rank, and establish his claims. In 
like manner, we refer to the sacred pages to estab- 
lish the prc-existence and dignity of our Lord Jesus 
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Christ. The prophet says that his *' goings forth 
have heen of old, from everlasting," — ^plainly refer- 
ring to his eternal and unoriginated existence. He 
existed when not a sound was heard, nor an object 
seen, through the immeasurable regions of space. 
" Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever 
he had formed the earth and the world, even from 
everlasting to everlasting, he is God." Hence Je- 
sus said, in conversation with the Jews, *' Before 
Abraham was I am." And when John was in the 
Isle of Patmos, he heard the Eedeemer say, '* I am 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, 
saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which 
is to come, the Almighty." 

The above declarations of Divine truth evidently 
invest Jesus with the attribute of eternity. Eter- 
nity is a peculiar attribute of God ; therefore Jesus 
Christ is God. Here then is the dignity of his 
rank. On this the inspired records are full and 
clear. The prophets in the Old Testament point 
out his dignity when speaking of his incarnation : 
** A virgin shall conceive and bear a son," says Isa- 
iah, " and his name shall be called Immanuel, God 
with us." And Jeremiah states, " This is the name 
whereby he shall be called, the Lord our right- 
eousness." In the New Testament his dignity and 
rank are clearly established. St. John says, "In 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God." And again he 
asserts of Jesus in his First Epistle, " This is the 
true God, and eternal life." 

He, " whose goings forth have been of old, from 
everlasting," became incarnate. " The Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his 
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glory, the glory as of the only hegotten of the Fa- 
ther, fall of grace and truth." " For ye know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he hecame poor." Strange 
condescension! The richest of all hecame the 
poorest of all ; the Ancient of days, the in&mt of 
days ; the everlasting Father, the hahe of Bethle- 
hem. What opposite extremes meet in the Sa- 
viour ! Well might his name he called Wonder- 
ful ! " Great is the mystery of godliness, God was 
manifested in the flesh !" 



QUESTIONS ON THE PRECEDING SUBJECT. 

Of what have historians written ? What was there never 
for the pell of the scribe ? What is unquestionable ? Why is 
such a fact unquestionable ? 

What does Hales say could never be more truly said of any 
historian ? 

What reference might be made if national records could 
contribute anything to confibrm the narrative of the Evangel- 
ists ? What history never stood on better authority than this ? 
Why did never any history stand on better authority ? 

What does the prophet Mieah say about the incarnation of 
the Lord Jesus ? To what does the prophet refer in this por- 
tion of Scripture ? 

1. His pre-existence and eternity. — To what should we have 
recourse, werq we writing the biography of a prince ? Why 
should we have recourse to ancient records ? To what should 
we, in like manner, refer to establish the pre-existence and 
dignity of oiu* Lord Jesus Christ ? What does the prophet 
say of his goings forth ? What did Jesus state with reference 
to his eternal existence, when in conversation with the Jews ? 
What did the apostle John hear from the Bedeemer in the 
Isle of Patmos ? 

With what do the above declarations of Divine truth evi- 
dently invest Jesus ? To whom is eternity attributed ? What 
therefore is Jesus Christ ? Where, then, is the dignity of his 
rank ? On what are the inspired records full and clear ? 
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What do the prophets in the Old Testament point out, when 
speaking of his incarnation ? What does Isaiah saj about the 
naine of the virgin's Son ? What does Jeremiah say about 
the Messiah's name? What are clearly established in the 
New Testament ? What does St. John say ? What does he 
assert of Jesus in his First Epistle ? 

What did he become whose goings forth have been of old, 
from everlasting ? What was the Word made ? Among whom 
did he dwell ? Who beheld his glory ? What does St. Paul 
say that the Oorinthians knew about the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ ? In what respect was it strange condescension ? 
What mystery is great f Who was manifested in the flesh ? 



PABT 2. 

THE PLACE OF HIS ADVENT. 

Remarks on Bethlehem — IJie appointed place for the 8aviour\ 
advent — The design of his manifestation — Application — 
Questions on the preceding subject. 

II The place of his advent. — "Bethlehem 
Ephratah." 

Bethlehem was a city in the tribe of Judah, six 
miles south of Jerusalem, in the way to Hebron. 
The name of Bethlehem was given to it, probably, 
on account of its fertility. It was called Ephrath 
(Gen. xlviii. 7), or Ephratah (Micah v. 2), it is sup- 
posed, after Caleb's wife ; and " Bethlehem of Ju- 
daea" (Matt. ii. 1, 5), to distinguish it from another 
town of the same name, situated in Lower Galilee, 
and mentioned in Josh. xix. 15. It is also called 
the "City of David," because that monarch was 
bom and educated there. But that which invests 
Bethlehem with imperishable glory is, that it be- 
came the birth-place of Jesus, the Sou of David. 
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Bethlehem was the appointed place for the Sa- 
viour's advent. Probably Nazareth would have 
been more agreeable to the virgin's feelings for the 
birth of her first-bom Son, because there were her 
intimate associates, and there she had been ho- 
noured by the angel's visit But the truth of God 
must be ratified, and to Bethlehem she accordingly 
went. For the accomplishment of his important 
purposes, see how God can make kings subservient 
to his will. Little did Augustus Caesar think that 
he was carrying out the designs of Heaven when 
he issaed a decree for the taxing of the Roman em- 
pire, to which Palestine now belonged : 

** God moves in a mysterions way 
His wonders to perform.'^ 

To Bethlehem Joseph and Mary journeyed to be 
enrolled, and thus was accomplished the Divine 
prediction respecting the birth of the Prince of 
Peace. 

III. The design of his manifestation is here 
stated ; that is, to be the " ruler in Israel." There 
were many important ends to be accomplished by 
his incarnation, but the prophet here only refers to 
his regal one. He came to be a Prince as well as 
a Saviour ; but his kingdom is not of this world. 

Let us ask ourselves, Do we love the Saviour, 
who first loved us, and gave himself for us ? Do 
we manifest our love to him by keeping his com- 
mandments ? Remember, as the Ruler in Israel, 
he will finally inflict punishment on all who violate 
his laws, and reject his offered salvation. 
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QUESTIONS ON THE PRECEDING SUBJECT. 

II. The place of his advent — ^What kind of a place was 
Bethlehem ? To which tribe did it belong ? How many miles 
was it from Jerusalem, and in what direction did it lay ? Why 
was it called Bethlehem ? Why was it called Ephrath ? Why 
was it called Bethlehem of JudsBa ? Why was it called the 
City of David ? What is it that invests Bethlehem with im- 
perishable glory ? 

What was Bethlehem appointed to be ? What place would 
probably have been more agreeable to the virgin's feelings for 
tiie birth-place of her first-bom Son ? Why would Nazareth 
most l^ely have been more suitable to her mind ? But what 
must be ratified ? What are we to see that God can make for 
the accomplishment of his important purposes ? What did 
Augustus Caesar little think ? How does God move ? Who 
therefore journeyed to Bethlehem ? Why did they go thither ? 

III. The design of his manifestation, — ^What is here stated 
of the design of the Saviour's manilestation ? Were any other 
ends to be accomplished by his incarnation ? But to what 
does the prophet here refer ? What did Jesus come to be ? 
But what is not of this world ? 



CHAPTER 11. 

THE INCABKATION OF THE LORD JESUS. 



PART 1. 

The incarnation was an extraordinary event — Preparationt 
made for his coming by typical and verbal predictions — The 
angel informed the virgin Mary that she should bring forth 
a Son — Remarks on Nazareth— The angeVs further state- 
ments to Mary — She spent three months with her cousin 
Elizabeth — The accomplishment of prophecy — Questions on 
the preceding subject. 

** And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.'* — 
John i. 14. 

The incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ was the 
most extraordinary event that ever transpired in 
our world ; — an event the most conducive to the 
glory of God and to the happiness of man. No 
wonder that there were such preparations for his 
manifestation in our nature. And no wonder that 
he was honoured by a star, which led the wise men 
of the East to the place of his birth, whilst a com- 
pany of angelic beings celebrated it in songs of 
sweetest praise : ** Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men." In the 
birth of Jesus w^e discern a marvellous union of 
grandeur and humility, of independence and sub- 
jection, of poverty and riches. But that you may 
have a more particular view of this subject, allow 
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me to direct yonr attention both to the Bedeemer's 
birth and the circumstances attending it. 

I. The preparatoey oiboumstanoes intimately 

OONNEOTBD WITH H|S BIBTH. 

1. Preparations were made for his coming by a 
multitude of typical and verbal predictions, which 
gradually prepared the world for his manifestation 
in our nature. And when the fulness of time was 
drawing near, those who stndied the sacred oracles 
could not but perceive the period mentioned by 
Jacob and Daniel for the appearance of ShUoh, Mes- 
siah, the Prince, must be near at hand. (Gen. xlix. 
10 ; Dan. ix. 36.) Therefore they waited for the 
consolation of Israel, the long-promised Messiah. 

2r The angel Gabriel, who appeared to Daniel 
and Zacharias, had the honour of being ''sent from 
God onto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a 
virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, 
of Uie house of David ; and the virgin's name was 
Mary," to inform her that she should bring forth a 
son, whose name should be called Jesus. Eead the 
whole sTccount as recorded by St. Luke i. 26-38. 

8. Nazareth, the residence of the virgin Mary, 
was a city of Galilee, beautifully situated on the 
declivity of a hill, fifty miles north of Jerusalem. 
To the days of our Saviour, it was proverbiaf for 
its wickedness ; hence the question of Nathanael : 
" Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?" 

4. When the angel visited Mary at Nazareth, and 
told her that she should bring forth a son whose 
name should be called Jesus, she seemed a little 
perplexed; but to satisfy her mind and confirm 
her faith, the angel, among other things, told her 
what had happened to her oousin Elizabeth, in the 

b3 
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hill country of Judea. (Luke i. 36.) Wishful to 
have an interview with her relative, Mary hastened 
to the place of her abode, a distance probably of 
seventy miles, and there she was kindly received 
by Elizabeth and Zacharias. The particulars of 
this visit are given by St. Luke, i. 40-66. 

5. After spending three months with her cousin, 
she returned to Nazareth, when it is supposed that 
the miraculous conception of the Son of God was 
made known to Joseph. (Matt. i. 18-26.) So wisely 
did God defend the reputation of Mary, and remove 
all suspicion from the mind of her espoused hus- 
band. 

6. In this event we behold the fulfilment of pro- 
phecy. Jesus was bom of a virgin, as had been 
predicted of him. " Behold," says Isaiah, " a vir- 
gin shall conceive, and bear a son, and they shall 
call his name Immanuel,*' which signifies God with 
us. Who but an inspired prophet could have mi- 
nutely predicted such an event ? The above pre- 
diction, and others referring to the birth of the 
Lord Jesus, were strikingly fulfilled. 

7. Further, that prophecy might be accomplished 
in reference to the birth-place of the Messiah, 
(Micah V. 2) Augustus, tlie Roman emperor, was 
made subservient to the purpose of God, he order- 
ing a general census to be made, and that each 
person should resort to his own city for enrolment. 
This not only compelled Joseph, but Mary also, 
though in a state unfit for travelling, to go to Beth- 
lehem. And "while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she should be delivered. 
And she brought forth her firs^bom son, and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him i<k 
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a manger ; because there was no room for them in 
the inn." 



QUESTIONS ON THE PRECEDING SUBJECT. 

What was the most extraordinary event that ever transpired 
in onr world? What kind of an event was it ? What is no 
wonder ? What is also no wonder ? What was the angels' 
song at the birth of tibe Redeemer ? What do we discern in 
the birth of the Son of God ? 

I. The preparatory circumstances intimately connected with 
his birth. 

1. What were made for his coming ? By what were thoec^ 
preparations made ? What did the preparations gradually do f 
When the falness of time was drawing near, what could not 
those who studied the sacred oracles but perceive ? What did 
those who then studied the sacred oracles wait for ? 

2. What angel was it that had the honour of being sent to 
Nazareth, to inform Mary that she should bring forth a son 
whose name should be 6iUled Jesus } 

8. What was Nazareth ? How was it situated ? How many 
miles north of Jerusalem ? For what was Nazareth proverbial 
in the time of our Saviour ? What did Nathanael say in re- 
ference to it ? 

4. How did Mary seem when the angel visited her at Naza- 
reth, and told her that she should bring forth a son whose 
name should be called Jems I What did the angel tell her, to 
satisfy her mind and confirm her fjEiith ? What did Mary then 
do to have an interview with her relative ? How far would 
Mary probably have to go ? How was she received by Eliza- 
beth and Zacharias? By whom are the particulars of this 
visit given? 

5. How many months did Mary spend with her cousin be- 
fore she returned to Nazareth ? To whom is it supposed that 
the miraculous conception was then made known ? Who did 
thus wisely defend <^e reputation of Mary, and remove all 
suspicion from the mind of her espoused husband ? 

6. What do we behold in this event ? Of whom was the 
Simour bom? What does the prophet Isaiah say? What 
does the name Immanael signify ? Y^at were strikingly ful- 
filled? 
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7. Who was made subservient to the purpose of Gbd, that 
prophecy might be accomplished in reference to the birth-place 
of the Messiah ? In what respect was he made subservient to 
the purpose of God ? What did that general census, appointed 
by Augustus, compel Joseph and Mary to do ? What even 
occurred whilst they were at Bethlehem ? 



PABT 2. 

THE IKOABNATION. 



The simple narrative of the Saviour's birth — The event myste- 
rious — " The Word tpos made flesh" — The benevolence of his 
design — Our dtOy to love the Saviour — Qnestians on the 
preceding sfiCbject. 

11. The Incabnation. 

How simple and interesting is the narrative of 
the Saviour's birth ! " And she brought forth her 
first-born son, and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no room for them in the inn." 

1. How wonderful and mysterious is the event 
here narrated ! " The Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us." That is, He who was in the 
beginning, who was with God, and who was God, 
(John i. 1), in the fulness of time became flesh, 
became incarnated by the power of the Holy Ghost, 
and was manifested in the human nature of Jesus. 
The Word was made flesh. This not only shows that 
he became really and truly man, but that he sub- 
jected himself to the innocent infirmities of human 
nature. How this could be, we CMinot tell ; it is 
a profound mystery. But it is no less true because 
it is mysterious ; for there are many things myst€- 
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rious, or beyond the province of reason, that are 
admitted as facts. For instance, it is a fact that 
the soul and body are united ; but how, we cannot 
tell. These things are so ; but how they are so, 
probably God alone comprehends. And though 
the manner of the incarnation of the Lord Jesus is 
not explained, yet the plain revelation of the fact is 
given, and this is for the foundation of our faith ; 
— " for these things are written, that ye miglit be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Clii*ist, the Son of God," 
John XX. 31. 

/2. The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
— "Let us now go even unto Bethlehem," said the 
shepherds, *• and see this thing which is come to 
pass." Let us also see, wonder, and adore ! Con- 
template this stupendous condescension of Jesus ! 
The Creator becomes a creature ; the Upholder of 
all things is himself supported in the arms of a fe- 
male ; the Ancient of days becomes the infant of 
days. He who fills all heaven with his glory is 
wrapped in swaddling clothes ; the Babe of Beth- 
lehem is God in human flesh. He puts on the 
nature of man, and will wear it in his kingdom for 
ever and ever. This " is the mysteiy of godli- 
ness ; God was manifested in the flesh." 

3. But mark the benevolence of his design in 
coming. He became the Son of man, that we might 
become the sons of God. He " was made sin for 
us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him." He came down 
fi'om heaven that we might be received up to hea- 
ven ; and, blessed be his name, " he is able also to 
save them to the uttermost that come unto Gt)d by 
him !" What condescension and love ! What a 
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gloi-y in his humility ! ** Though he was rich, yet 
for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his 
poverty might be rich," 2 Cor. viii. 9. 

4. If the Redeemer manifested such love for ns 
in condescending to accomplish the purposes of 
Divine mercy, ought we not to love him in return ? 
" We love him," says St. John, " because he first 
loved us." Has his love a constraining influence 
over our lives ? If we love him, we shall keep his 
commandments with pleasure and delight. " If a 
man love me," says Christ, "he will keep my words." 
And again, " He that loveth me not, keepeth not 
my sayings," John xiv. dd, 24. 



QUESTIONS ON THE PBECEDING SUBJECT. 

II. The Incarnation, — ^What is Edmple and interesting f 
Bead the narratiye. 

1. What is wonderful and mysterious? What was made 
flesh and dwelt among us ? What is meant by, " The Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us" ? What does the Word 
made flesh not only show ? What cannot we tell ? Why can- 
not we tell ? What kind of a mystery ? Why is it no less true 
because it is mysterious ? What is a fact, in reference to the body ' 
and soul, which we cannot describe ? What things are so ? Who 
alone probably comprehends these things? What is given 
unto us, though the manner is not explained ? What is for 
the foundation of our faith ? Why are these things written ? 

2. What was made flesh, and dwelt among us ? What did 
the shepherds say ? What should we do ? What stupendous 
condescension should we contemplate ? In what respect was 
it stupendous condescension ? What kind of a mystery is this 
stupendous condescension, or that of God manifested in the 
flesh? 

8. What should we mark? What did he become? Why 
did he become the Son of man ? What was he made ? What 
did he not know ? Why was he who knew no sin made sin for us ? 
From what place did he come ? Why did he come from hea. 
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yen ? Whom is he able to saye to the uttermost ? In what 
is there a glory ? What did onr Lord Jesns Christ become, 
though he was rich ? Why did he become poor ? 

4. What ought we to do in return for the Redeemer's lore 
to us ? What does St. John say ? What shall we do if we 
loTe him ? What does Christ say on this point ? 



CHAPTER III. 

THE SONG OF THE ANGELS AT THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. 



PART 1. 

The birth of Jesus signally honoured — Definition of angeU-^ 
Remarks on the one who addressed the shepherds — On the 
multitude who sang — Qaestion>s on the preceding subject, 

*' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good-will towards men." — 
Luke ii. 13, 14. 

Never was the birth of any prince so signally ho- 
noured, by prodigies in heaven and on earth, as the 
birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. The wise men of the 
east wereattracted by the new-created star ; Herod was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him ; and an an- 
gel descended from heaven to tell the shepherds in 
Bethlehem's fields of the Saviour's birth, whilst a 
host of the celestial messengers joined to sing the 
sweetest song that mortals ever heard, " Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good-will 
toward men." 

Having already reminded you of the Saviour's 
birth, we now wish you to notice the angelic beings 
who were deeply interested in the event, and their 
never-to-be-forgotten song. 

I. Let me call your attention to the angels who 
were deeply interested in the Saviour's birth. 
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1. Angels are spiritual, immortal, pure, and be- 
nevolent beings ; and have ever manifested an in- 
terest in the welfare of man. Especially was good- 
will to the human race manifested by the angel 
who brought the tidings of the Saviour's birth, and 
by his attendants, who raised the sublime anthem 
of, " Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, 
good will toward men." 

2. Probably the angel who addressed the shep- 
herds was one of the first order ; had stood near 
the heavenly throne ; and being fully acquainted 
with the successive links of Divine revelation rela^ 
tive to the advent of Christ, was the most adequate 
messenger to bring the news from heaven. A\ hen 
he came, his brightness kindled midnight, as it 
were, into noonday, and " the glory of the Lord 
shone" around the shepherds. No wonder they 
were struck with alarm, and overwhelmed at so 
glorious a sight. But the heavenly visitor, touched 
with sympathy, calmed their fears, and told them 
that he had brought *' good tidings of great joy." 
These tidings were the best ever published in mor- 
tal ears, and were designed for all mankind : — " For 
unto you is bom this day, in the city of David, a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." 

3. The messenger of these glad tidings did not 
descend from heaven alone ; for " suddenly there 
was with him a multitude of the heavenly host ;" 
that is, an army of celestial beings, all marshalled 
into ranks under proper command. And as soon 
as their chief or commander had delivered his mes- 
sage, they immediately struck up their music of 
praise, saying, " Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good-wijl toward men." 
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QUESTIONS ON THE PRECEDING SUBJECT. 

What was never so signally honoured by prodigies in heaven 
and on earth as the birth of Uie Lord Jesos Christ ? Who were 
attracted by the new-created star ? Who was troubled, and 
all Jerusalem with him ? Who descended from heaven to tell 
the shepherds in Bethlehem's fields of the Saviour's birth ? 
What did a host of the celestial messengers join to sing ? 
What was their song ? 

I. Notice the angels who were so deeply interested in the 
Saviour's birth. 

1. What are angels? What have they ever manifested? 
By which angel was good-will to the human race especially 
displayed ? 

2. Of what order is it probable that the angel was who ad- 
dressed the shepherds ? Where probably had he stood ? Why 
was he the most adequate messenger to bring the tidings from 
heaven ? What did the brightness of this celestial messenger 
do ? What shone round about the shepherds ? What is no 
wonder ? The heavenly visitor, being touched with sympathy, 
what did he do ? 

3. Who did not descend from heaven alone ? Who were 
with him ? What is meant by a host ? What did the hea- 
venly host strike up as soon as their commander had: delivered 
his message ? 



PART 2. 

THE SONa OP THE ANGELS AT THE BIBTH OF CHRIST. 

The incarnation was the brightest display of God's glory ever 
given to man — It was designed to promote peace on earth — 
Good-will towards men — Qriestions on the preceding subject. 

II. What is implied in their song, " Ghry to God 
in the highest /" 

1. The incarnation of the Lord Jesus, in order 
to save our ruined world, was the brightest display 
of God's glory ever given to man. Herein were 
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strikingly manifested the infinite knowledge of God 
in foretelling particularly the birth, life, suffei*ings, 
death, resurrection, and ascension of the Lord 
Jesus — his faithfulness in fulfilling the promises 
and prophecies concerning the Messiah — his uns- 
dom and power in devising and executing such a 
plan of salvation— his justice in the sufferings and 
death of Christ for the sin of the world ; and his 
mercy in providing the means of making countless 
millions of miserable creatures happy for ever : 

• 

" Here the whole Deity is known, 
Nor dares a creature gaess 
Which of the glories brighter shone, 
The justice or the grace." 

This manifestation of the Divine perfections made 
the host of angels sing aloud in songs of praise, 
" Glory to God in the highest." 

At Uie birth of nature they sang together ; but 
the birth of the Eedeemer demanded their highest 
notes, ** Glory to God in the highest.'* But this 
may not only mean that their praises to God were 
to be on the highest key, but also that their com- 
panion angels, whom tiiey had left behind in their 
native heaven, were to unite with them, and echo 
the song of the Saviour's birth in the regions of 
the blest. 

2. Peace on earth is the next part in the angelic 
song. There had been hostility between man and 
God. The carnal mind is enmity against God, and 
that enmity is manifested in wicked works ; in diso- 
bedience to the Divine laws, and in preferring the 
creature to the Creator. He who does not like the 
law cannot love the law-giver, l^ay, the sinner is 
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a " hater of God." Such is the rebellious state of 
the human family by nature ; but the Prince of 
peace is come to subdue the enmity of the carnal 
mind, and reduce the revolted sons of Adam to a 
willing subjection to their rightful Sovereign. 
blessed Peace-maker ! thou removest the fatal en- 
mity, and bringest penitent and believing man into 
union and friendship with God, so that he can sing, 

*' My God ijs reconciled, 

His pardoning Yoice I hear ; 
He owns me for hib child, 
I can no longer fear." 

Then there iapeace in the human bosom. When 
man became an enemy to God, he became an enemy 
to himself; his own conscience took up arms against 
him. The passions clamour for gratification, but 
conscience disapproves of their infringing on the 
sacred law ; consequently there is war within, and 
** no peace to the wicked." But now the conscience 
can be cleansed by the blood of sprinkling, and the 
passions sanctified and regulated by Divine grace. 
This produces harmony within, and is a cause of 
happiness, 

" Which nothing earthly gives, nor can destroy, 
The soul's calm sunshine, and the heartfelt joy." 

Peace on earth. Peace between man and man. 
What does the history of past ages present ? Alas ! 
an almost uninterrupted scene of animosities, wars, 
blood-shedding, and murder. But the Prince of 
peace has come, that the jealousies and strifes of 
families and nations may die, the sword be sheathed 
never more to be stained with human blood ; and 
the angelic song of peace be sung in every land by 
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every tongue. Blessed be God ! this is accomplished 
in proportion as Christianity prevails. Haste, 
happy day ! wten harmony and love shall every- 
where prevail, 

8. Good-wUl towards men is the last and never- to- 
be forgotten part in the angelic song. The whole 
scheme of Divine mercy displays the good-will, the 
love of God to man, and in such a manner as no 
other of his works ever did. Though we are natur- 
ally sinful, rebellious, and ruined, yet through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, we are made partakers of the 
favour and friendship of God, the protection and 
blessing of God, and, if faithful, shall finally share in 
the glory and honour of God through everlasting ages. 

If the angels, who had no need of salvation, were 
thus delighted with the Saviour's birth, ought not 
we to be affected by such an interposition of Divine 
mercy ? 

How encouraging, too, is the angelic proclama- 
tion to guilty, penitent sinners ! " Tidings of great 
joy for all people, a Saviour is bora, which is Cliinst 
the Lord." 



QUESTIONS ON THE PRECEDING SUBJECT. 

II. What is implied by their song, ** Glory to God in the 
hiffhest /" 

1. What was the brightest display of Q-od's glory ever given 
to man ? What were strikingly manifested therein ? In such 
a display of the Divine attributes, what is known of the Deity ? 
— Repeat the verse. 

When did the angels sing together ? But what did the birth 
of the Redeemer demand? What may the angelic song, 
** Glory to God in the highest," not only mean ? 

2. Which is the next part in the angelic song ? What had 
there been betweei;! man and God ? What is enmity against 
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€k>d ? How is that enmity manifested } Who cannot like th« 
ihe lawgiyer ? What is he towards God ? What is the state 
of the hmnan ikmily ? But for what is the Prince of peace 
come ? What does the hlessed Peace-maker do ? When man 
is brought into friendship with God, what can he sing ? 

PecLce on earth in the human bosom. — ^MThat did man be- 
come when he became an enemy to God ? What took up arms 
against him ? What clamour for gratification ? What disap- 
proyes of their inMnging on the sacred law ? What is there 
consequently within ? To whom is there no peace ? What 
can now be cleansed by the blood of sprinkling ? What can 
be sanctified and regulated by Diyine grace ? What is there, 
then, within ? 

Peace on earthy between man and man. — What kind of a 
scene does the history of past ages present } Why has the 
Prince of peace come ? What is accomplished in proportion 
as Christianity prevails ? 

3. What is the last part of the angelic song ? What does 
the whole scheme of Divine mercy display ? What are we 
naturally ? Though this is our state, of what are we made 
partakers through our Lord Jesus Christ ? 

With what ought we to be affected if the angels were so 
delighted with the Saviour's birth ? 

What is encouraging to guilty penitent sinners ? 



CHAPTER IV. 



THB STAB GUIDlNa THE WISE MEN TO THE BABE 

OF BETHLEHEM. 



PABT 1. 



The birth of Jesus an interesting event — The wise men from 
the East — Remarks on the East — On the new-created star — 
Questions on the preceding subject, 

" Now when Jesus was bom in Bethl^em of Jndea, in the 
days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the 
east to Jerasalem, saying, Where is he that is bom King of 
the Jews } for we have seen his star in the east, and are come 
to worship him." — Matt. ii. 1, 2. 

What interest, both by beaven and earth, was 
manifested in the birth of the Lord Jesus ! How 
interesting to the angelic beings who followed him 
from their native heaven, to celebrate his birth in 
sweetest songs of praise ! And how interesting to 
tlie shepherds who went in the hour of midnight to 
Bethlehem in search of the new-born Prince ! And no 
less interesting was the grand event to the wise men 
of the east, who, when they saw the new-created star, 
came inquiring, " Where is he that is bom King of 
the Jews ? for we have seen his star in the east, 
and are come to worship him." Bethlehem, the 
place of the Redeemer's birth, we have already 
described ; therefore we now proceed to notice, 
1. The persons who came to worship the new- 
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bom King of the Jews. They are called " 
men from the east ;" that is, magicians or diy 
— terms applied to the priesthood of the Pe: 
empire. The learned tell us that the magi, or 
men, were a set of philosophers, living in 
eastern part of the world, collected together ii 
leges, addicted to the study of astronomy, and < 
parts of natural philosophy. They were hel 
high esteem by tlie Persian court, were adm 
as counsellors, and in war followed the cam] 
give advice. Probably those wise men of th& 
had received some patriarchal traditions of the 
mised Messiah, as well as some prophetical i 
mation from the Jews being scattered among t] 
The fact that they had such infonnation, and 
expecting the coming of some remarkable pei 
is plain from ancient records. Suetonius, a Bo 
historian, speaking on this point, tells us that 
ancient and settled persuasion prevailed thr< 
the East that Fates had decreed some one to 
ceed from Judea who should attain universal 
pire." Josephus, the Jewish historian, m 
mention of the same expectation ; therefore t 
wise men might now, like believing Jews, be ^ 
ing for the consolation of Israel. 

2. The country whence they came is said t( 
the East ; that is, east from Jerusalem, Whe 
they came from Persia, wher^ the magicians 
wise men, i^rincipally resided, or from Arabia, w 
was called east, we cannot say (Gen. xxv. 6 ; Jn 
vi. 3). Probably they came from the latter coui 
which abounds in the precious things they broi 
to the new-born King. It was in their own loca 
in the east, they first saw the new-created g 



FOOTSTEPS OF JBSUS. 41 

'' We haT6 seen his star in the east" 

8.« The new-created star was the bright object 
which attracted them to Jerusalem, and led them 
to inqnire, " Where is he that is born King of the 
Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are 
come to worship him." Among the ancients, the 
appearance of any body of light in the air was called 
a star, though it was only a meteor ; that is, a tran- 
sient luminoas vapour, neither of considerable light 
nor of long continuance ; and by them such an ap- 
pearance of light or ttar was regarded as a sign of 
some remarkable event. Many of such appearances 
are recorded by the Boman historians at the birth 
or death of distinguished men. Thus they say, 
that at the death of Julius Csesar, a comet appeared 
in the heavens, and shone seven days. These wise 
men also considered this new-created star which 
they saw was an evidence that the long-expected 
Prince was bom; for they said, "We have seen 
his star in the east." It is called " His star," be- 
cause it was supposed to point out the time and 
place of his birdi. 



QUISTIONS ON THE PRECEDING SUBJECT. 

What was manifested by heaven and earth in the birth of 
the Lord Jesas ? Who followed him from heaven to celebrate 
his birth in sweetest songs of praise ? Who went in the hoxur 
of midnight to Bethlehem in searoh of the new-bom Prince } 
What was no less interesting to the wise men of the east 
when they saw the new-created star? What did the wise 
men say when they made enquiry about the new-bom King of 
the Jews ? What have we already described ? 

1. What do we now proceed to notice ? What are they 
ei^led ? What is the meaning of *' wise men V Whi^t do 
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tho learned tell us about the wise men ? How were theybeU 
by the Persian court ? In what capacity were they atlmittnil 
into tlie court ? Wlmt did they follow ? For what pnrpow? 
What ha^l those men probably receiyed of the promised Met* 
n'ltih} What other information had they probkbly reoehed? 
Jfow had tJiey probably received this informatioii ? 'What if 
plain from ancient records ? What does SoetoninB, a Boman 
hintorian, tell us ? Who makes mention of the same espeete* 
tion ? For what were these wise men probably waiting? 

2. From what country had these wije men eome ? What 
in meant by " the cast ?'* What cannot we say about the 
roming of the wise men ? From what place did they probaUj 
noinc ? In what did tho latter country, Arabia, abonnd? 
Where were they when they first saw the new-created star ? 

3. What was the bright object which attracted them to Je- 
rusalem, and led them to make the inquiry of the text ? What 
was called a star by the ancients, though it was cmly a me- 
teor ? What was regarded by the ancients as a sign of some 
remarkable cTcnt ? What are recorded by tho Bonum histo- 
rians ? Wliat do they say appeared in the heaTens at llie 
death of Julius Cffisar, and shone for seven days ? Of what 
did these wise men also consider this new-created star ai 
evidence ? What did they say ? Why is it called his star ? 



PART 2 

THE STAR GUIDINO THE WISE MEK. 

Remarhsi on Jerusalem^ the place to which the wise men came 
— Questions on the preceding subject. 

4. Jerusalem was the place to which the wise men 
came. "Behold, there came wise men from, the 
cast to Jenisalem." As Jerusalem was the place 
to which tho wise men came, and where many im- 
portant transactions in the life of the Saviour oc- 
curred, and also the place where he died, it seems 
desirable to present a brief description of it here. 
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Jemsalem is supposed to have been founded by 
Melchisedeck, about the year of the world 2098, 
who gave it the name of Salem, that is, Peace, The 
first erection only occupied the two hills of Acra 
and Moriah. It was afterwards taken by the Jebu- 
sites, the descendents of Jebus, a son of Canaan ; 
who erected a fortress on Mount Zion, which they 
called Jebuse. The name Jerusalem was therefore 
probably compounded of the two, Salem and Jebus, 
by changing a single letter, and calling it, for the 
sake of sound, Jerusalem, instead of Jebusalem. 
Adonizedec, king of the Jebusites, and many of his 
people, were slain by Joshua (Josh, z.) ; but it does 
not appear that he took their city. Shortly after 
his death, however, it was taken and burnt by the 
men of Judah (Judg. i. 8). . But this must be im- 
derstood of the loy?er cily ; for the Jebusites held 
this fortress or upper town until the time of David, 
who wrested it from them (9 Sam. v. 7-9), and then 
removed his court from Hebron to Jerusalem, which 
was thenceforward known as the city of David (2 
Sam. vi. 10-19 ; 1 Kings viii. 1) ; and it rose to its 
highest splendour in the time of Solomon. 

Jerusalem was built upon four hills, called Sion, 
Acra, Moriah, and Bezetha. Indeed, the whole 
foundation was a high rock, formerly called Mo- 
riah or Vision, because it could be seen afar off, 
especially on the south. Gen. xxii. 9-4. 

When Jerusalem became the capital of the king- 
dom, and the chosen place of Jehovah's worship, 
every means was used to render it impregnable, by 
high walls, massy gates, and to were of observation. 
Ten gates were distincUy enumerated ; viz., three 
on the south, four on the east, and three on tlie 
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western side of the wall. The cily has been larger 
and smaller at varions times, as the position of the 
walls have been changed. " At present," nju Mr. 
Buckingham, " it occupies an irregular 8qiure» of 
about two miles and-a-half in circumference." 

During the time of Jesus Christ, Jerosalem WH 
adorned with numerous edifices, both sacred ttii 
civil ; but its chief glory was the Temple. Next to 
the temple in point of splendour, was the grandpa- 
lace of Herod, which is largely described by Jose- 
phus. In front of this palace was the tribunal, 
where Pilate sat in a judicial capacity to hear and 
determine weighty causes ; being a raised pavement 
of mosaic work, John xix. 13. Adjoining the north- 
west comer of the temple stood the Tower of AfUoma; 
so called by Herod, in honour of his friend Marie 
Antony. Into this tower or castle, St Paul was 
conducted. Acts xxi. 84, 85 ; xxii. 34. 

The city was watered in part by the fountain of 
Siloam on the east, and in part by the fountain of 
Gihon on the west of the city, which flowed into 
the Valley of Jehosaphat ; and, in the time of Solo- 
mon, by an aqueduct, part of which is still remain- 
ing, by which water was brought from the vicinity 
of Bethlehem. The fountain of Siloam still flows 
freely, though the fountain of Gihon is commonly 
dry. A reservoir, or tank, however, remains at 
Gihon. A fuller description of this city may be 
seen in Calmet's "Dictionary," and in the common 
works on Jewish Antiquities. 



FOOTSTEPS OF JESXrS. 45 

QUESTIONS OK THE PBECEDING SUBJECT. 

What was the place to which the wise men came ? What 
does the text say ahont their coming ? YHiy does it seem de- 
sirahle here to present a hrief description of Jemsalem ? By 
whom, and when, is Jerusalem supposed to have been fotmded ? 
By what name was it caJled ? What was the meaning of Salem ? 
What did the first erection only occnpy ? By whom was it af- 
terwards taken ? From whom had the Jebasites descended i 
What did the Jebnsites erect ? What did they call the fortress 
which they erected ? Of what was the name Jerusalem pro- 
bably compounded ? By whom was Adonizedec, king of the 
Jebusites, and many of his people, slain } What does not 
appear ? When, and by whom, was the city taken and burnt ? 
Why must this be understood of the lower city ? Who wrested 
this fortress or upper town from the Jebusites ? YHiat then 
did DaTid remove from Hebron to Jerusalem? YHiat was 
Jerusalem thenceforward known as } In whose time did Je< 
rusalem rise to its highest splendour ? 

Upon what was Jerusalem built ? What were the names of 
those hiUs } What was the whole foundation ? What was it 
formerly called ? Why was it called Moriah, or Vision ? 

When was every means used to render Jerusalem impreg- 
nable by high walls, massy gates, and towers of observation ? 
How many gates were there, and where were they fixed ? Whl^t 
has the city been at various times i What is the present cir- 
cumference of the city ? 

How was Jerusalem adorned in the time of Jesus Christ } 
What was its chief glory ? What was next to the Temple in 
point of splendour ? By whom is the grand palace of Herod 
described ? What was in front of this palace ? What kind 
of a pavement was that where Pilate sat m a judicial capacity 
to hear and determine weighty causes i What stood adjoin- 
ing the north-west comer of ike temple ? Why was it called 
the Tower of Antonia ? Who was conducted into this tower 
or castle ? 

How was the city watered on the east ? How was it watered 
on the irefit } Into what vale did the water flow after having 
watered the city ? How was the city watered in the time of 
Solomon 9 From what place was water then brought ? Which 
fountain still flows freely ? Which fountain is commonly dry ? 
What remains at Gihon? Whose dictionary, and in what 
works, may a fuller description of this city be seen ? 
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PABT 8. 
THB BTAB OUIDINa THB WI8B lOV. 

The time when the toise men came to Jeru s al e m The pmpete 
far which they came — Questione on the preceding ml^feeL 

6. The time when the wise men came to Jerosa- 
lem was in the days of Herod the king. He was 
commonly called Herod the Great, becanse he had 
distinguished himself in the wars with Antigoniis, 
and his other enemies ; and because he had evinced 
great talents, as well as great cruelties and crimes, 
in govciTiing and defending his country. He reigned 
thirty-seven years in Judea, reckoning from the time 
he was created king of that country by the Boman& 
Though he was permitted to be called king, yet he 
was in all respects dependent on the Roman empe- 
ror. At this time our blessed Lord was bom, in 
the last year of the reign of Herod. Herod, we 
find, was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 
That so jealous a tyrant as Herod should be troiiUed 
at this event, is no wonder ; and it is no less natu- 
ral that the people also should be disturbed and 
alarmed, not knowing what the consequences of so 
extraordinary a birth might be. Herod, therefore, 
calls the chief priests and scribes together, and 
demands of them whether it were known where 
Christ should be bom ; and having learnt from 
them that Bethlehem was the appointed place, 
sends the wise men thither, with a request that 
they will bring him word, when they have found 
the child, that he also may go and worship him. 
The wise men then proceeded from Jerusalem to 
Bethlehem, a distance of six miles ; *< and, lo ! the 
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Star which they saw in the east went before ihem, 
till it came and stood over where the young child 
was." 

6. The purpose for which the wise men came from 
the east was to worship the new-bom King of the 
Jews. To worship him, means to prostrate them- 
selves before him, in the eastern manner of doing 
obeisance to kings. Whether they designed also 
to pay him religious adorations, or what views had 
been given them of the nature and rank of the Sa- 
viour of the world, we cannot say ; but we are sure 
that what they did was acceptable to God ; for in 
addition to paying their homage to the new-bom 
King, they presented " unto him gifts ; gold, frank- 
incense, and myrrh." These respectable visitors, 
having performed their duty in this manner, and 
being warned of God not to return to Herod, " de- 
parted into their own country another way." 

If these wise men were willing to leave their 
country, their connections, their families, and dis- 
regard all the expenses, inconveniences, and dan- 
gers of a distant and difficult journey ; ought not 
we to leave all for Christ's sake ? 

If the wise men in the east came to pay their ho- 
mage to the new-bom King, ought not we to glorify 
him with our bodies and spirits, which are his ? 
" To him every knee shall bow, and every tongue 
shall confess that he is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father." 



QUESTIONS ON THE PRECEDING SUBJECT. 

5. When was the time that the wise men came from the east 
to Jerusalem? What was Herod commonly called? Whj 
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wu lie dftlled Herod the Oreat? How long did he veigD in 
Jndea, re^oning from the time that he was created kiiig of 
that country by the Bomami ? Upon whom was he in d 
respects dependent, though he was permitted to be called king^ 
Who was we Roman emperor at that time ? In wli«t year of 
Herod's reign was our blessed Lord bom } What do we find ? 
What is no wonder in this event ? What is no less natural ? 
Why is it no less natural that the people also should be dis- 
turbed and alarmed ? Whom did Herod ^erefore call toge- 
ther } What did he demand of them } Herod haTing leinit 
that Bethlehem was the appointed place where Christ should 
be bom, what did he then do } Why did he request the wise 
men to bring him word when they had fbund the young diild ? 
The wise men haying been told where Christ should be bom, 
to what place did th^then proceed ? How fur was Bethlehem 
firom Jerusalem } What went before them, till it oame and 
stood oyer where the young child was ? 

6. For what purpose did the wise men come from the east ? 
What is here meant by worshipping him ? What cannot we 
say in reference to the designs and yiews of the wise men ? 
But of what are we sure ? Why are we sure that what they 
did was acceptable to God ? What did these respectable lisi- 
tors do, haying paid their duty in this manner, and being 
warned of God not to return to Herod ? 

What ought we to leaye for Chris's sake, if the wise men 
were willing to leaye their country, their connections, thdr 
fBanities, and disregard all the expenses, inconyeniences, and 
dangers incident to a distant and difficult journey ? 

What ought we to do, if the wise men in the east came to 
pay their homage to the new-bom King? Why shotdd we 
glorify him niih our bodies and spirits, which are his ? 



CHAPTER V. 

THE CIBCUMOISION OF THE INFANT SAVIOUR, AND 
THE NAME GIVEN TO HIH.* 



PABT 1. 

Witnesses of the consecrated infant — TTie early dedication of 
the Saviofir — QuesHons on ^ preceding Sfubject, 

*' And when eight days were aecomplished for the circmnci- 
sion ol the child, his name wa? called Jesus.*' — ^Luke ii. 21. 

We have alread^r noticed how the angelic heings 
celebrated the nativity of Jesus, and how the wise 
men of the East came in search of the new-bom 
Prince; and now we see how chosen witnesses 
were raised up and preserved, whose voices should 
more publicly and widely proclaim the consecrated 
infant. God had assured Simeon that he should 
not see death till he had seen the Lord's anointed. 
But while he was waiting for the consolation of 
Israel, he was borne by an immediate influence of 
the Spirit into the temple at the time when the 
infant Redeemer was brought by his parents to re- 
ceive dedication according to the custom of the law. 
He embraced the holy infant in his arms, and cried 
out with the most devout and lively sentiments of 
faith, love, and joy, " Lord, now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace, according to thy word; 
for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou 
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hast prepared before the face of all people ; a light 
to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people 
Israel." We are also told, " that Anna, a prophetess, 
coming in that instant, gave thanks unto the Lord, 
and spnke of him to all them that looked for re- 
demption in Jerusalem." All these statements 
were heard by the parents with astonishment, and 
with enlarged expectations of their Son's tatare 
greatness. That we also may be instructed, and 
our faith confirmed, let us consider the early dedi- 
cation of our Saviour in the rite of circumcision ; 
and the name Jesus given to him at the ordinance. 

I. The early dedication of the Saviour in the rite 
of circumcision. 

Jesus, being made of a woman, and made under 
the law, — not only under the moral law, but also 
under the ceremonial law, — submitted to its ordi- 
nances. The law had appointed that every male 
should be circimicised at eight days old. To this 
humiliating rite our blessed Lord therefore sub* 
mitted. 

Had he not been circumcised and publicly pre- 
sented in the temple, he could not have been per- 
mitted to enter either synagogue or temple, and 
no Jew would have heard him preach, or had any 
intercourse or connection with him ; therefore he 
submitted to the rite of circumcision that he might 
be registered and recognized as the seed of Abra- 
ham, in whom all the families of the earth were to 
bo blessed. 
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QUESTIONS ON THE PBEGEDING SUBJECT. 

What have we already noticed ? And what do we now see 
in reference to God's chosen witnesses ? What had God as- 
snred Simeon of? By what influence was he brought into the 
temple, while he waited for the consolation of Israel ? At what 
particular time did he enter the temple ? Whom did he em- 
brace in his arms } What did he then cry ont with the most 
devont and lively sentiments of fiaith, love, and joy } What 
are we also told about Anna, a prophetess ? With what did the 
parents hear all these statements of their Son's future great- 
ness ? What should we also consider, that we may be in- 
structed and our faith confirmed ? 

I. The early dedication of the Saviour in the rite of cir- 
cumcision. 

To what did Jesus submit ? What had the law appointed ? 
Why did our blessed Lord submit to this humiliating rite ? 
What would have been the consequence had he not been cir- 
cumcised and publicly presented in the temple } Why did he 
therefore submit to the rite of circumcision i 



PABT 2. 

HIS NAME WAS CALLED nSSUS. 

Scripture vuimes generally significant — TTie time when the name 
was usually given to the child — The meaning of the name 
Jesus — It wiU ever he a mem^orial of his saving work — Sin-- 
ners inoited— Questions on the preceding subject. 

*' And when eight days were accomplished fbr the cireum- 
eision of the cbild^his name was called Jesus." — Luke u. 21. 

II. Notice the name Jesus, given to him. 

1. In the Hebrew Scriptures, names are generally 
significant of the characters or offices of those to 
whom thej are applied ; for instance, Abram, which 
signifies high-father, was altered by the all-wiso 
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G6d to Abraham, so as to signify the fittber of a 
multitude. In like manner the name Jacob, a sup- 
planter, Ym3 altered to Israel, to signify a prince 
with God. 

d. With the Jews, the proper name of the child 
was usually given at the time of circumcision ; simi- 
lar to our mode of naming a child in the ordinance 
of baptism. Sometimes the parents and kindred 
who attended to witness the child's initiation into 
the Jewish church, consulted with each other what 
the child should be called (Luke i. 59-6d) ; but the 
naming of Mary's Son was not left to the decision of 
erring mortals ; an angel from heaven said, first to 
Mary and then to Joseph, '' Thou shalt call his 
name Jesus;" and the angel likewise gave the 
meaning of the name, " for he shall save his peo- 
ple from their sins," Luke i. 31 ; Matt i. 21. 

8. The name Jesus signifies a Saviour, and was 
given to our Redeemer to denote his saving cha- 
racter : " He shall save his people from their sins." 
To accomplish this gracious puipose, he left the 
realms of glory, was bom of a woman, and became 
** a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief." 
For this he suffered and died : — " He was wounded 
for our transgression, he was bruised for our ini- 
quities : the chastisement of our peace was upon 
him ; and with his stripes we are healed." Jesus 
the only Saviour. There is no other name by which 
we can be saved : — " No man cometh to the Father 
but by him." 

4. He saves us by removing the guilt from our 
consciences, — by purifying us from all iniquity, — 
by filling us wilJi peace and joy through believing, 
— and by bringing us to the heavenly world, where 
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there is a freedom from all evil, and the enjoyment 
of perfect and eternal hlessedness. 

5. His name will ever be a memorial of his sav- 
ing work, through all worlds, and through all ages. 

" Jeans, the name to sinners dear, 
The name to sinners given ; 
It scatters all 13ieir gwltj fear, 
It tnms their htU to heaven." 

Under the character of a 8aviour he is adored on 
earth and in heaven, and will be so (Bev. v. 12) 

*' While life, and thought, and heing last. 
Or immortality endure.'* 

6. Come, then, ye guilty sinners, to Christ. 
Whatever be the nature or number of your crimes, 
he will in no wise cast you out : — " This is a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners." 



QUESTIONS ON THE PBECEDING SUBJECT. 

II. Notice the name Jesus, given to him. 

1. Of what are names generedly significant in the Hebrew 
Scriptnres ? What do the names Abram and Abraham sig- 
nify ? What do the names Jacob and Israel signify ? 

2. With the Jews, when was the proper name of the child 
given } To what was it similar, giving the name of the child 
at the time of circnmcision ? What £d the parents and kin- 
dred who attended to witness the child's initiation into the 
Jewish chnrch sometimes do ? To whom was the naming of 
Mary*s Son not left ? By what name did the angel from hea- 
ven say, to Maiy and also to Joseph, that the child should be 
called ? What did the angel likewise do ? Why was he called 
Jesus? 
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8. What is the name Jesus expressive of? Why did he 
leave the reahns of glory, and become ** a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with ^ef ?" For what did he suffer and die ? For 
whose transgression was he wounded ? For whose iniquities 
was he bruised } What was upon him ? With whose stripei 
are we healed ? 

4. How does he save ) 

5. W hat will his name ever be, through all worlds, and 
through all ages ? Under what character is he adored on earth 
and in heaven ? How long will he be thus adored ? 

6. Whom will he in no wise cast out ? What is a fiuthfol 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation ? 



CHAPTER VI. 

THB EABLY LIFE OF OHBIST* 



PABT 1. 

Herod was defeated — Egypt afforded protection to the Lord*s 
Anointed — The holy family returned to the land of Israel — 
To Nazareth in GaUlee — Questions on the preceding 
subject, 

** And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with 
wisdom : and the grace of God was upon him." — ^Luee n. 40. 

Notwithstanding the honours which had heen paid 
to the infant Saviour by the new-created star, the 
visit and homage of the wise men of the east, and 
the song of the angels, yet Herod, being alarmed 
by the inquiry of the wise men for the new-born 
King, came . to the horrid resolution of destroying 
him. At first he pretended a desire to worship 
him ; but this was with a view to accomplish his 
murderous design. But the Lord, who knew the 
hypocrisy of the cruel tyrant, defeated his intention 
by preventing the wise men from carrying him any 
intelligence. Unwilling to relinquish his cruel 
purpose, and enraged by the disappointment he had 
met with, he barbarously commanded all the young 
children throughout the neighbourhood of Beth- 
lehem to be put to death. Still the infant Jesus 
was secure under the power of Omnipotence ; nor 
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was it possible that Herod could frustrate the be- 
nevolent designs of Heaven. Joseph was Divinely 
directed to flee into Egypt, and there to remain 
till the death of the tyrant. 

Egypt, which had formerly been the seat of vio- 
lent persecution, now afforded protection to Hie 
Lord's Anointed. Egypt was then a Eoman pro- 
vince, and many of the Jews had settled there ; not 
only those who had fled thither in the time of Jere- 
miah, but also others afterwards, on account of the 
temple which Onias IY. had built at Heliopolis. 
Joseph, therefore, would be among his own country- 
men, and yet beyond the reach of Herod. 

After the death of Herod, the holy family re- 
turned to the land of Israel ; and it appears that 
Joseph intended to reside at Bethlehem; "but 
when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judea 
in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to 
go thither : notwithstanding, being warned of God 
in a dream, he turned aside into the parts of Gali- 
lee." 

In Galilee the holy family would be safe, under 
the government of AntipaSf who is allowed to have 
been of a comparatively mild disposition ; and as 
he was in a state of enmity with his brother Arche- 
laus, it was not likely that he would deliver up the 
holy family to him. 

Joseph, having entered Galilee, bent his steps 
towards his former residence, Nazareth ; and there 
settled, which produced the fulfilment of a saying 
of the prophets, that Messiah " should be called a 
Nazarene." Thus did God not only preserve the 
infant Saviour, but rendered kings subservient to 
his grand designs. 
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In Nazareth the child Jesns seems to have been 
trained by his reputed parents. And "they re- 
turned into Oalilee, to tlieir own city> Nazareth. 
And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, 
filled with wisdom : and the grace of God was upon 
him-" 
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To what horrid resolution did Herod eome, notwithstanding 
the honours whieh had heen paid to the xn£EUit SaTionr } What 
did Herod at first pretend ? Why did he pretend to have a 
desire to worship tiie new-horn "King of the Jews } Who de- 
feated his intention by preventing the wise men from carrying 
him any intelHgenoe i Being disappointed of the retonl 6f 
the wise men, what did he barbaroosly command i Who was 
still secure under the power of Omnipotence ? What was not 
possible } Who was Divinely cUrected to flee into Egypt, and 
there to remain till the death of Herod } 

What place afforded protection to the Lord's Anointed? 
What was Egypt then } Who had settled there i Who would, 
therefore, be among his own countrymen, and yet beyond the 
reach of Herod ? 

When did the holy femily return into the land of Israel ? 
In what place does it appear that Joseph intended to reside } 
When was he afraid to go tiiither } By ¥^om was he warned 
in a dream ? Into what parts did he then turn aside ? 

In what place, and under whose government, would the holy 
family be safe } Who is allowed to have been of a compara- 
tively mild disposition i Why was he not likely to deliver the 
holy family to Arohelaus ? 

Joseph, having entered Galilee, towards what place did he 
bend his steps ? What did his settling in Nazareth produce ? 
Who preserved the infant Saviour, and rendered kings subser- 
vient to his grand designs ? 

Who seems to have been trained by his parents in Naza- 
reth } Who returned into Oalilee to their own cityi Nazareth I 
What if then said of the child? 
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PABT 2. 

THl XABLT UFB OV CHBIST* 

The physical and mental progression of Je9U9 — HU vdk ts 
Jerusalem — He tarried behind in Jerusalem — Wasfnmi is 
the temple — Joseph and Mary sought him, sorro wi n g - He 
went vnth them to Nazareth — Questions on the pr^edkif 
subject. 

*' And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, fiEed with 
wisdom : and the grace of Gk>d was npon him.** — JjUMM n. 40. 

I. Here we have the physical and mental pro- 
gression of Christ. 

1. <<The child grew." The Redeemer having 
taken npon himself our nature, passed through in- 
fancy, childhood, and youth, and grew up to matu- 
rity. Like every other child, he ate, and drank, 
and slept, and learned the ordinanr words and 
phrases common in the country ; and at last, rose 
to the stature and strength of manhood. 

9 . He " waxed strong in spirit." His mind was 
capable of growth, as well as his body : and being 
endued with extraordinary vigour, all his faculties 
performed their offices in an extraordinary manner ; 
so that his perception was clear and his conclusions 
unerring. 

3. He " was filled with wisdom." He did not 
obtain that wisdom by education in the Rabbinical 
schools, but by the operation of the Holy Ghost. 
He studied the laws of his heavenly Father in se- 
cret ; so that when he entered on his public minis- 
try, some of his hearers were astonished at his ac- 
quirements, and said, "How knoweth this man 
letters, having never learned ?" Jolin vii. 15. 
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4. " And the grace of God was npon him." By 
this is not meant the grace of agreeable looks and 
engaging manners, which often mark the rising 
youth ; the charm of holiness, the grace which al- 
ways attends lovely and benevolent tempers, mani- 
fested itself in all his pious sayings and actions. 

The above account of the physical and mental 
progression of Jesus, and the following account of 
his going up to Jerusalem, seem to be aU that is 
recorded of the early life of Christ. These, how- 
ever, correspond entirely with his amiable charac- 
ter. He set a lovely example for all young people, 
was subject to his parents, and increased in favour 
with God and man. 

II. But the excellences of his early life are more 
fully displayed in his visit to Jerusalem, when he 
•was twelve years old. 

1. His journey to Jerusalem was required by the 
law, Exod. xxiii. 17. The male children, after they 
had arrived at the age of thirteen years, were re- 
quired to go up to Jerusalem three times a year, to 
appear before the Lord at the three public festivals. 
Jesus, at twelve years old, accompanied his pai'ents 
to the Feast of ihe Passover ; a year sooner than 
was obligatory, illustrating his piejby and that of his 
parents. Notwithstanding the distance of about 
seventy miles, between Nazareth and Jerusalem, 
this did not prevent him from going to mingle in 
the ordinances of God's house. It was in tkiat aar 
cred house tiiat God had engaged to meet ^^^^^^^^^ 
people : " From between the cherubim, froro. o^ 
mercy-seat will I commune with you." ^^'** 

2. "Jesus tarried behind in JerusaloxxxJ' ^S^^ 
cannot suppose that Jesus lingered belxixi^ ^— 
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sition to the known will of his parents, or in a way 
of culpable concealment. Bnt Joseph and Maiy 
might conclude, from the knowledge they had of 
the wisdom, promptitude, and obedience of their 
Son, that he would return with the company as 
soon as the feast was oyer. How unhappy they 
would feel at the end of their day's journey, to find 
that he was not in the company ! Some haye sup- 
posed that the men and women marched in sepa- 
rate co\npanies on these occasions, which is very 
likely ; and that sometimes the children kept com- 
pany with the men, sometimes with the women. 
This might have led Mary to conclude that her 
Son was with Joseph, in the men's company, and 
Joseph might think that Jesus was widi his mo- 
ther, in the women's company. " And when they 
found him not,' they turned back again to Jerusa- 
lem, seeking him." 

3. And '' found him in the temple ;" that is, in 
some of the apartments belonging to the temple, 
sitting in the midst of the doctors. Probably they 
admired his talents and behaviour, and beckoned 
him to sit with them. Then it is said, that he was 
'' both hearing them and asking them questions." 
Here, at once, was a development of his wisdom 
and modesty. Probably, his questioning would be 
his modest way of teaching, without appearing to 
teach. What would be his select subjects ? Would 
he ask them respecting the Paschal Lamb ? How 
interesting must it have been to hear him ! All 
were astonished at his understanding and answers. 

4. " And his mother said unto him. Son, why 
hast thou thus dealt with us?" What anxiety 
must have rent the mother's bosom, from the pe- 
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riod she missed her son till on the third day she 
found him in the temple. ''Behold^ thy rather, 
and I have sought thee, sorrowing." Jesus, in 
reply to his mother's inquiry, said, ^ How is it that 
ye sought me?" Could ye douht the propriety of 
my conduct, or question my safety? Wist ye not 
that I must he about my Father's business ? How 
full of meaning is the reply, ** I must be about my 
Father's business !" Its ftdl import his parents 
could not then comprehend. 

5. " And he went down with them, and came to 
Nazareth, and was subject unto them." He did not 
make the business of his heavenly Father, in the 
temple, a pretext for trampling under foot parental 
authority. No : in his filial obedience he did the 
will of his heavenly Father. Thus did Jesus pur- 
sue his grand design in rendering perfect obedience 
to the law, that he might present himself a perfect 
sacrifice on the cross. Happy are those young 
people who imitate the example of Jesus — ^who are 
obedient to their parents, and who, while they in- 
crease in stature, increase in wisdom, and thereby 
secure the favour of God and man. 



QUESTIONS ON THE PRECEDING SUBJECT. 

I. The phjsieal and mental progression of Christ. 

1. Who grew ? What did he do like any other child? 

2. In what did he wax strong ? Of what was his xnlndL av 
pable ? Being endued with extraordinary vigour, wbat fl^"^^'^ 
faculties perform ? What was clear ? What were T°^3ae'f]p^^ 

3. With what was he filled ? How did he obtain. tH^^^^ 
dom, and by what means did he receive it ? Wb^^ic^ ^'^ 
study the laws of his heavenly Fafther ? What dxdi eoxx^e j^i 
hearers say of him when he entered on his piiblio •m\Ti\# 



■ 



children required to attend the pnhlic festivals thi 
year in Jemsalcm ? Who was twelve years old y 
oompanied his parents to the feast of the passo 
did his going to Jerusalem a year earlier than wai 
illustrate ? What did not prevent the child JesuE 
to mingle in tlie ordinances of God's house ? Wh 
engaged to meet in that sacred house ? From wl 
places had God engaged to commune with his pec 

2. Who tarried behind in Jerusalem? What 
sappose that Jesus did ? What might Joseph anc 
elude from tlio knowledge they had of the wisdoi 
tude, and obedience of their Son ? How would 

I feel at the end of their day's journey, when their 

^ in the company ? In what order is it su]>poscd tl 

• women marched on those occasions ? Whose c( 

I the children keep ? From the above mode of tra\ 

' might Mary and Joseph have been led to conclude 

1^ to their Son ? To what place did they return whej 

\ him not in the company ? 

3. When the parents returned, where did they 
In the midst of whom was he sitting ? ^Mlat di 
bably do } What is said of him when he was sitt 
doctors ? Of what was there, at once, a develop; 
he heard and asked them questions? What ^ 
probably, be his questioning ? What was interestii 

■^ • 4. ^Siiat did his mother say unto him ? Wlia 

rent his mother*B bosom P From what period? 
she say when she found him ? Wliat did Jesus i 
lo his mother's inquiry ? What is full of mcaniup 
n1jUM> did JpRnn 00 tritli h\A nflrprtfs ^ 



CHAPTER VIL 

THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST. 



PART 1. 

John the Baptist sent before Jesus to prepare his way — ZaeJia- 
rias struck dumb because he doubted the statement of the 
angel — Prophecy accomplished^ and John appeared in the 
wilderness ofJudea — Questions on the preceding subject, 

" Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan onto John, to 
be baptized of him." — Matt. m. 18. 

To give due hononr to the Son of God, and to in- 
crease the evidences of his Divine mission, it was 
determined that he should be preceded by another 
extraordinary person to prepare his way : " Behold, 
I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the 
way before me : and the Lord whom ye seek shall 
suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger 
of the covenant, whom ye delight in ; behold, he 
shall come, saith the Lord of Hosts/' 

The person selected to introduce our Lord to the 
notice of the world was John the Baptist, a descen- 
dent from Aaron, and a priest by birth. Baptist 
was his surname, because he required those to be 
baptized who professed to be contrite on account oi 
their sins. His name John was given by DivVtve 
authority, and information of it was given "by ii^« 
angel to John's father when he was oflGiciatixi^ ^ 
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the temple. At first, the appearance of the hea- 
Tonly messenger alarmed the venerahle man ; *' but 
the angel said onto him, Fear not, Zacharias : £ot 
thy prayer is heard ; and thy wife Elisabeth shall 
bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. 
And thou shalt have joy and gladness ; and many 
shall rejoice at his birth. For he shall be great in 
the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine 
nor strong drink ; and he shall be filled with the 
Holy Ghost." 

How happy most the venerable man have been 
on the reception of such tidings, had he fully be- 
lieved thenL They, however, appeared to him too 
good to be true. And because he doubted the ac- 
complishment of the prediction delivered by the 
angel, he was struck dumb, and remidned so till 
the child was circumcised. Then the use of speech 
was restored, and he glorified God, saying, '* Blessed 
be the Lord God of Israel : for he hath visited and 
redeemed his people, and hath raised up an honi 
of salvation for us," &c. Luke i. 68, 69. And then, 
addressing his babe, he said, "And thou, child, 
shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for 
thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare 
his way : to give knowledge of salvation unto his 
people by the remission of their sins." 

In the fulness of time the prophecy of Zacharias 
was accomplished, and John appeared in the wil- 
derness of Judea, preaching the doctrines of repen- 
tance and remission of sins. The subject and man- 
ner of his preaching ; his plain dress and manner 
of living, all tended to make him popular. There- 
fore the priests and Levites heard of his fame, and 
sent a deputation to ask, '' Who art thou ?" To 
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whkjh he replied, " I am not the Christ, but am 
sent before him." *' Then" also " went out unto 
him Jerusalem and all Judea, and all the region 
round about Jordan, and were baptized of him in 
Jordan, confessing their sins." To those who 
came to his baptism he said, ''I indeed baptize 
you with water unto repentance : but he that com- 
eth after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am 
not woiihy to bear : he shall b^tize you with the 
Holy Grhost and with fire." " Then cometh Jesus 
from Galilee to Jordan, unto John, to be baptized 
of him.*' 



QUESTIONS ON THE PRECEDING SUBJECT. 

What was determined, to give due honour to the Son of God, 
and to incr^se the evidences. of his Divine mission? What 
does the Lord of Hosts say respecting this messenger } 

Who was the person selected to introduce our Lord to the 
notice of the world? From whom was John the Baptist a 
descendent? What was he hy birth? Why was he oaUed 
•* Baptist ;*' By what authority was he called ** John?" Who 
gave John's fiather information respecting it ? When was this 
mformation given to &e father ? What at first alarmed thff 
Tenerable man ? What did the ang^ say unto him ? 

In what state of mind would the venerable man have been 
had he fully be^eved the joyous tidings ? How did such tid- 
ings appear ? Why was Zacharias stricken dumb ? How long 
did he remain in that state ? What did he do when the use of 
his speech was restored ? What did he say when he gl^rifi^ 
Qod ? What did he say when he addressed his babe ? 

What was accomplished in the fulness of time ? Wh.o ^'^" 
peared in the wilderness of Judea, preaching the doctxriTic*5| 
repentance and remission of sins ? What tended to if ©'*?'>. 
him populaf ? Who heard of his fame ? What did tlae "P*^^ 
and Levites do ? What reply did John give to the d.e'pxLV.W' 
that waited upon Mm ? Who went out to him, an A -w^^t^ J^ 
tized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins ? vn3.a-*» ^\ 
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say abont the dignity and baptism of Chiiit to those ivfao 
to be baptized in Jordan? Who then eame from GsIHee io 
Jordan to be baptized of John f 



PABT 2. 

THE BAPTISH OF OHBIST. 

Jewi came from OdUlee to Jordan — Wat baptized of Jolm^ 
The purpose for tohieh he wae baptized — The mode in wJUel 
John baptized — Questions on the preceding subject. 

" Then cometh Jesos from Gkdilee to Jordan nnto John, to 
be baptized of him." — ^Matt. m. 13. 

I. Wb have HEBE THE SUBMTSSIOH OF ChBIST 
TO THE OBDI^^ANCE OF BAPTISM. 

1. Jesus leaves Nazareth, in OaUUe. For a long 
time Nazareth had been favoured with the residence 
of Jesus, who displayed the beauty and perfection 
of the moral law in his pure character and holy 
example. Still that city was proyerbial for its 
wickedness ; hence it was asked, *' Can any good 
thing come out of Nazai-eth ?" But now his fore- 
runner, John the Baptist, having appeared in the 
wilderness of Judea, to proclaim the dignity of his 
character, and to prepare his way, he takes his leave 
of the city where he had spent many of his happy 
and early days. We may conceive of him saying 
on his depailure, "Farewell Nazareth, where I 
have been favoured with undisturbed concealment, 
religious privileges, and preparations for public life. 
And welcome, O Father, nil the toil and suffering, 
and even death itself, which thou hast appointed 
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for me." Before this he had said, " "Lo, I come to 
do thy will, O God." So let us leam with cheer- 
fulness to do the will of onr Father who is in 
heaven. 

d. Ths time when Jesus went to be baptized of John 
was " in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius 
Csesar." Then came John, the son of Zacharias, 
'* into all the country about Jordan, preaching the 
baptism of repentance for the remissin of sins." 
" As it is written in the book of the words of ^saias 
the prophet, saying, The Yoice of one crying in the 
wilderness. Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight." Then spread the fame of John 
throughout all Judea, and all the region round about 
Jordan ; and the people came and were baptized of 
him. And Jesus, also, being about thirty years of 
age (the age at which the Levites entered on their 
public ministry), came from Galilee to be baptized 
of him. 

3. The purpose for which he came to John ; to he 
baptized of him. But why did Jesus submit to this 
ordinance ? He had no need of repentance nor re- 
mission of sin ; and John himself said, ** I have 
need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to 
me ?" But Jesus replied, " Suflfer it to be so now, 
for thus it becometh us to falfil all righteousness ;" 
that is, says Campbell, in his translation, *' It be- 
cometh us to ratify every institution." And doubt- 
less Jesus not only designed, by his submission to 
the ordinance of baptism, to dedicate himself puVi- 
licly to God's service, but to honour the ministJc^^ 
tion of John, and to leave to his followers an exacaV^ 
of perfect obedience to the duties of religioia. ' v^^^ 
Saviour might have other reasons for receiviix^ V^ 
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rite of bapUsm at the hands of John ; bnt of ibm 
yre will not hazard any coi^ecture. 

4. The mode in which John performed this riie hm 
been much disputed. ** The oiiginal," says Banm 
" does not imply that they had descended into the 
river." And Henry renders the passage, " From 
the wcUer, from the brink of the river," where Jolm 
took up water and poured it on the Saviour. Saeh 
appears to have been the manner in which Jesus 
was baptized ; for there is no mention of the pat- 
ting off or the putting on of his clothes, which d^ 
cumstance, we may suppose, would not. have been 
omitted, if he had been immersed or baptized naked. 
Let us remember, however, that the. external rite di 
baptism, however scripturally administered, will 
avail us nothing, unless wo are baptized with th0 
Holy Ghost, and thereby washed from our moral 
pollution. 



QUESTIONS ON THE PRECEDING SUBJECT. 

I. Wo haye here the submission of Christ to the ordinancA 
of baptism. 

1. Who leaves Nazareth in Gktlilee ? With what had Naza- 
reth for a long time been favoured ? What did he display in 
his pure character and holy example ^ For what was that ci^ 
still proverbial? What was asked about Nazareth? Who 
was his forerunner? Where had his forerunner appeared? 
For what purpose had John the Baptist appeared in the wil- 
derness of Judea ? Wlio takes his leave of Nazareth, where 
he had spent many of his happy and early days ? What may 
we conceive of him saying when he took his departure thence ? 
What did he before say in reference to doing the will ol hit 
Father ? What should we therefore learn to do ? 

2. When was the time that Jesus went to be baptized of 
John ? Who then came into all the country about Jordan, 
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pzef&ehing the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins ? 
What is written by the prpphet Esaias ? Whose ^ne spread 
throughout all Judea and sJl the region round about Jordan ? 
Who came and were baptized of him ? Who also came from 
Galilee to be baptized of him ? 

■ 3. For what purpose did Jesus come to John? Who had 
no need of repentance and remission of sins ? "WhsA did John 
himself say to Jesus ? What was Jpsus' reply to John ? What 
was doubtless the desi^ of Jesus in submitting to the ordi- 
nance of ba|>tism ? Might the Saviour have other reasons for 
receiving t$e rite of baptism? Respecting which reasons 
what shall we do ? . . 

4. What has been much disputed ? What does Barnes say 
on this point ? How does Henry render the passage ? What 
appears to be the manner in which Jesus was baptized ? Why 
does this appear to be the manner in which he was baptized ? 
What should we remember will avail nothing,: however scrip- 
tnrally administered, unless we are baptized with the Holy 
Ohost? 



PART 3. 

THS BAPTISM OF CHBISi;. 

JTesus consecrated himself— The heaveiu were opened — The Spi- 
' rit of God descended upon him — The Father gives his testi- 
mony concerning his beloved Son — The baptism of Jesus 
considered a striking proof of the doctrine of the Trinity — 
The necessity of these e^trojordinury events — Qu£Stion8 on 
the preceding subject, 

«* Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan, unto JoImcj^i^*^ 
be baptized of Mm."— Mat*, m. 13. 



Having already noticed the fiubmission of ^f'%0-'. 
to the ordinance of baptism, we proceed to co'o.b^vA -^ ^ 

II. The honout^ conferred upon him at ^"^^ ^^"^ 
elasion of the ordinance. When the soX®'"^^*^^*^' ^^ 
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was administered, he remained in prayer; not tfatt 
he had any sins to confess, bnt that he might keep 
up communion with his Father, and teach ns l^ 
example the necessity of prayer in connection with 
the outward ordinances, in order to obtain the in- 
ward and spiritual graces of the Holy Spirit. Thus 
Jesus consecrated himself to his Father's seirice, 
when " lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and 
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dore^ 
and lighting upon him. And lo, a voice from hea- 
ven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased." 

1. The heavens were opened. Probably then the 
bright beams of light and glory darted down from 
the eternal throne upon his head, to show him the 
joy that was set before him, and to encourage him 
in his mediatorial work. The heavens were opened^ 
as indicative of their readiness to receive him when 
he had completed the great work of human redemp- 
tion upon which he was now entering. Heaven 
being opened to him, it is also for his sake opened 
to all his followers ; for by him ** wo have access 
into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God." 

2. The Spirit of God descending like a dove, and 
lighting upon him. This was a sign by which John 
was to know Jesus as the Christ : " Upon whom thou 
shalt see the Spirit descending, the same is he that 
baptizeth with the Holy Ghost." It is not said 
what was the substance of that visible sign. Some 
have thought that it was a vapour like a cloud, others 
that it was a fire. St. Luke tells us, that " the Holy 
Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove :" that 
is, in that hovering motion which distinguishes the 
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descent of a dove. Probably the Holy Spirit as* 
sumed this dove-like form, as an emblem of the . 
innocence, meekness, and tenderness of Jesus ; for 
these virtues were strikingly manifested in his say- 
ings, his manners, his gospel, his miracles, and in 
his death. " Learn of me," says Jesus, " for I am 
meek and lowly in heart." This dove-like appear- 
ance of the Holy Spirit was not only a sign of the 
amiable character of Jesus, but also of his being 
anointed and publicly set apart to his mediatoricd 
work. Hence he could say, when he opened his 
commission at Nazareth, " The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach 
the gospel to the poor ; he hath sent me to heal the 
broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised." 

8. And lo, a voice from heaven, dc. Thus the 
testimony of the father closed the solemn scene. A 
voice from heaven — from the excellent glory, was 
heard to say, "This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased." This intimate relationship to 
God is not affirmed of any creature, not even of the 
highest. Christ is the only-begotten Son — the 
Father's perfect image — the inheritor of his very 
nature. The Father not only makes this declara- 
tion of relationship, but proclaims his love to \i\3 
Son : *' My beloved Son." The disciples, also, on 
the Mount of Transfiguration, heard a simllax ^«^- 
timony. " This is my beloved Son, in wlxoiii ^^^^ 
well pleased." The Saviour also express^e^ >^^ 
same affectionate regard when addressing ^\^ ^^Z^^ 
venly Father : " For thou lovest me froto. \iltx^ ^ >| 
dation of the world." No wonder that ^^^ ^'^^ 
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gave such repeated testimonies of approval : ftr 
Jesus undeviatingly attended to all the require- 
ments of the covenant of redemption ; jea, he wai 
faithful unto death, even " the death of the cross." 
Through the obedience and death of Jesus we are 
accepted, and obtain the Divine favour, and become 
happily united to the Father. Hear the prayer of 
the Saviour in behalf of his followers : " That the 
love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in 
them." 

4. The baptism of Jesus has usually been con- 
sidered as affording a striking proof of the doctrine 
of the Trinity — that there are three persons in the 
Divine nature. A paternal voice was heard from 
heaven, saying, ** This is my beloved Son ;" and on 
that Son of God the Holy Ghost descended m a 
visible and bodily form. Is not this, therefore, a 
conclusive evidence that there are three Divine, 
distinct persons in the Godhead ? Our own bap- 
tism also is designed to proclaim the same distinc- 
tion in the Divine nature. " But while we admit 
the fact that " there are three that bear record in 
heaven — the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, 
and these three are one," we pretend neither to com- 
prehend nor describe it. •* The secret things belong 
unto the Lord our God ; but those things which are 
revealed belong unto us, and to our children for 
ever." 

6. What astonishing events attended the birth, 
baptism, life, death, resurrection, and ascension of 
our Lord Jesus ! These things were deemed ne- 
cessary by the all-wise Father, that his Son Jesus 
might be received as a teacher come from God. 
Therefore it was proper that the angels should 
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celebrate his birth— «-that heaven should open itis 
glory to him — that the Father's approving testf- 
mony should be heard by others and by him. Shall 
not we, therefore, receive him as the true Messiah ^ 
By so doing we shall obtain salvation through him ; 
for. "as many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to theiQ 
that believe in his name*" 



QUESTIONS ON THE PRECEDING SUBJ'ECT. 

- II. The honotirs conferred upon him at th^ coHdnsion off 
the ordinance of baptism. — ;What did he do When the solemn 
rite was administered ? What had he hot to cfonfe* ? What 
would he do, and teach us by example? To whoser service 
does Jesns thas consecrate himself? What then opened onto 
tiim ? What did he see descending like a doye, and lighting 
upon him?. What-didtiie voice from heaVea' say? - 

1. The heavens were opened, — What then, probably, darted 
down from the eternal throne upon his head ? Why did such 
beams of light and glory dart upon him? Of what were the 
opened heavens indicative ? Heaven being opened to him, to 
whom also is it opened for his sake ? Into what have we ac* 
cess by him ; and in what can we rejoice ? 

2. The Spirit of God descending^ like a dove^ and lighting 
upon him,--Oi what was this the sign ? What was revealed to 
John on this point ? What is not said about that visible sign ? 
What have some thought that it was ? What does St. Luke 
teU us about the Holy Ghost's descent on the Saviour ? What 
was the probable design of the Holy Spirit assuming this dove- 
like form ? What did Jesus say about his meekness and low- 
liness ? Of what was the descent of the Holy Spirit m V\a 
dove-like form a sign, besides being an emblem of tb.e a;ts^«^^ 
character of Jesus ? What could he say when he opexie^ ^ 
commission at Nazareth ? ^ w>'^'^^ 

3. And lot a voice from heaven^ dtc, — ^Whoso "fce«\.\t>^;^«vk 
closed the solemn scene ? What did the voice froxxx^\x0^^^©<^ 
say ? Of whom is this intimate relationship no't 
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What is Christ? What does the Father alflo prodaSm besidef 
making this declaration of relationship ? Whlat did the disd- 
ples hear on the Mount of Transfiguration? What did the 
Bayionr also express? Why is it no wonder that the Father 
gave such repeated testimonies of approYal ? What are the 
heneflts we receiye through the ohedienee and demtih of Jesos? 
For what did the Sayioor pray in hehalf of his followers ? 

4. Of what has the haptism of Jesus usually been consideied 
as affording a strildng proof? What did the paternal Toiee 
from heaven say ? Who descended on the Son of God in t 
Tisihle and bodily form ? Of what may we consider this mani- 
festation of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost a condnaiye eri- 
dence ? What is our own baptism also designed to prodaim? 
How many bear record in heayen, and who are they ? What 
do we neither pretend to comprehend nor deseribe f What 
things belong unto the Lord our Ch>d, and what belong mito 
OS and to our children for eyer ? 

5. What kind of events attended the hirth, baptism, liie, 
death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus? By 
whom were these things deemed necessary ? Why were they 
necessary ? What was therefore proper ? Whom dioiild we 
therefore receiye, and what shall we obtain thereby ? 



CHAPTER VIII. 

THE TEMPTATION OF CHRIST IN THE WILDEBNE8S. 



PART 1. 

The temptation of Christ in the wilderness an important event 
— TJus time when he was tempted — The place where he was 
tempted — The purpose for which he was led into the loUder- 
ness — Questions on the preceding subject, 

*'■ Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to 
be tempted of the de^il." — ^Matt. iv. 1. 

The whole of the narrative presents one of the most 
important events to the honour of God and to the 
happiness of man that ever transpired in the uni- 
verse of God. Here we are informed of the me- 
morable battle between the prince of hell and the 
Prince of Peace. How cheering the fact that the 
Prince of Peace won the field, and triumphed over 
his foe ! He also enables tliose who trust in him 
to become victorious in every spiritual conflict ; and 
even in death they will be more than conquerors 
through faith in him. 

I. Let us consider some of the most remarkable 
circumstances attending this memorable conflict, 
and the practical uses resulting from it. 

1. The time is marked out when our Saviour was 
tempted, for there is an emphasis upon the word 
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them. ** Then was Jesus led op of the Spirit." He 
hsd just been baptized bj John at Jordan, and 
anointed by the Holy Spirit for his mediatorial 
work. And the testimony c^ the Father had been 
aadibly given from heaven, saying, " This is my 
beloY^ Son, in whom I am well pleased." Such 
a testimony from the Father was given not only 
for the disciples of Christ, bat also for himself, to 
sustain him in the trials of the wilderness. Thus 
consecrated and divinely qualified for the mediato- 
rial and priestly office, he was led by the Spirit into 
the wilderness. As he was led by the Spirit, it is 
evident that the plan was preconcerted and designed 
to be subservient to the work in which the Saviour 
was engaged, of rescuing man from the dominion 
of Satan. 

2. The place where our Lord was tempted is called 
the wilderness, probably the great wilderness of 
Judea, full of high and rugged mountains, the very 
appearances of which were dismal, and calculated 
to impress the mind with terror. The following 
description of this wilderness is given by Maun- 
drell, a traveller of great credit : " In a few hours," 
says he, " we arrived at that mountainous desert 
in which our Saviour was led by the Spirit to be 
tempted by the devil. It is a most miserable, dry, 
barren place, consisting of high rocky mountains, 
BO torn and disordered as if the earth had suffered 
some groat convulsion, in which its very bowels had 
been turned outwai'd. On the left hand, looking 
down into a deep valley, as we passed along, we saw 
some ruins of small cells and cottages, which we 
were told were formerly the habitations of hermits, 
retiring hither for penance and mollification ;. and 
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certainly there cotild nbt be found in the whole earth 
a more comfortless and abandoned place for that 
purpose." Such a place would seem well adapted 
for the prince of hell to carry out his dark and ma- 
lignant purposes. Let us not suppose that soli- 
tude can secure us from the temptations of the 
enemy ; he can operate on the human mind in the 
lonely desert as well as in the crowded city. Nay, 
retirement itself, in some views, may giye additional 
force to temptation ; but as Jesus was victorious, 
we have no cause to fear, for he will protect and 
support his people in the day of trial. 

3. The purpo^ for which he was led into the 
wilderness was " to be tempted of the devil." Hovr 
strange that the Son of God should be led by the 
Holy Spirit inta the wilderness to be tempted of 
the devil ! In what form the devil presented him- 
self to Christ it is difficult to say, probably in a hu- 
man form. Perhaps he had heard the voice of the 
Father on the banks of the Jordan, saying, " This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased;" 
and finding the same Jesus suffering hunger among 
the wild beasts in the desert, wished to know whe- 
ther he were the Son of God, or what could be the 
meaning of the proclamation. Then the tempter 
approached the Redeemer, saying, " If thou be the 
Son of God, command that tiLese stoiies be made 
bread." Jesus could not question his Father's care 
in the day of trial, but expressed firm reliance on 
Divine truth. How frequently has the enemy 
tempted the followers of Christ to doubt Uie fa- 
therly care of the Most High ! But as Jesus over- 
came and triumphed over his foe> all his faithM 
followers may likewise gain ihe victory. 
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QUESTIONS ON THE PBEOEDINa SUBJE01?. 

What does the whole of the narratiTe present ? Of iHiat 
are we here informed ? What fact is cheering ? What does 
the Prince of Peace enable those who trost in him to become? 

I. Let us consider some of the most remarkable eiremn- 
stances attending this memorable conflict, and the practical 
OSes resulting from it. 

1. What is marked out when onr Sayionr was tempted? 
Upon what is there an emphasis ? Who had just been bap- 
tized by John at Jordan ? By whom was Jesus anointed for 
his mediatorial work? What testimony had been audibly 
given from heayen? What did the Fa&er then say? For 
whom was such a testimony from the Father ? Why was sudi 
a testimony given for Jesus himself as well as for his disciples? 
The Saviour having been consecrated and divinely qualified 
for his mediatorial and priestly office, by whom was he led 
into the wilderness ? As ho was led by the Spirit, what is evi- 
dent? 

2. What is the place called where our Lord was tempted? 
In what wilderness was he probably tempted ? What was the 
wilderness of Judea fall of ? What were tiieir appearances, and 
what were they calculated to impress ? By whom is the fol- 
lowing description of this wilderness given ? What does he 
say in his description of this wilderness ? For whom does 
such a place seem well adapted to carry out his dark and ma- 
lignant designs ? Wliat are we not to suppose ? On what can 
the devil operate in the lonely desert as well as in the crowded 
city ? What may in some views give an additional force to 
temptation ? Why have we no cause to fear ? What will Jesus 
do for his people in the day of trial ? 

3. For what purpose was he led into the wilderness ? What 
is strange ? What is difficult to say ? In what form did Satan 
probably appear to Christ ? What had Satan probably heard 
on the banks of the Jordan ? What had the Father said there ? 
Where did Satan find Jesus suffering hunger ? What did Satan 
wish to know of Jesus ? What did the tempter say when be 
approached the Redeemer ? What could Jesus not question ? 
What did Jesus express ? What has the enemy tempted the 
followers of Christ to doubt ? As Jesus overcame and tri- 
umphed over his foe, what may his followers do ? 
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PABT 2. 
THE TEMPTATION OF OHBIST IH THE WILDEBNEBS. 

Jesus tempted to distrust the care of his heavenly Father-^ 
Tempted to make a display of supernatural power — Qiies- 
tions on the preceding subject, 

II. Having already made a few remarks on some 
of the circumstances connected with our Saviour's 
conflict in the wilderness, we now proceed to no- 
tice the temptations presented to him. Three temp- 
tations were offered to our Lord exactly adapted to 
his situation ; and they afford a specimen of Satan's 
ordinary devices. 

1. Jesus was tempted to distrust the care of his 
heavenly Father. And it appears that the tempter 
knew the most favourable circumstances to accom- 
plish his malignant purpose ; namely, when Jesus 
was "an hungered." The Saviour having, like 
Moses and Elijah, endured a long abstinence from 
food, was abruptly and artfully assailed by the de- 
vil, who said, "If thou be the Son of God, command 
that these stones be made bread." Thus the temp- 
ter indicated a doubt respecting the Divine relation- 
ship of Christ, which had been proclaimed at his 
baptism, and insinuated the probability of God 
leaving his own Son to starve in the wilderness. 
This temptation our Saviour repelled by quoting 
the words of Moses : " Man shall not live by breacL 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out oi ilie 
mouth of God," Deut. viii. 3. Had our So^^ssva 
been induced to work a miracle, either in pT<^^ ^ 
his being Hie Son of God or for his own. relief ^ 
hunger and suffering, it would have argued €LV^ 



80 FOOTSTBFS OF JESU8. 

in his heavenly Father, and been a deviation from 
the path of poverty and suffering marked out for 
him. Bat his prompt, firm, and scriptaral reply 
to Satan was a proof that he chose rather to rely on 
a Divine Providence for his support thaft work a 
miracle for the supply of his own wants. He worked 
miracles for the benefit of others, but never to relieve 
himself from hunger, thirst, or fatigue. Had he 
not endured the various sufferings common to hn- 
man beings, it could not have been said of him that 
he was in sll points tempted like as we are ; and he 
might not have been capable of sympathising with 
his followers. Satan's mode of presenting tempta- 
tion to Christ in the wilderness is frequently adopted 
now with the followers of Jesus. He tempts them 
to distrust the goodness of God. Let us not fear 
in the day of poverty and trial, but cast all our care 
upon God, for he careth for us. 

3. Satan having failed in his first attempt to di- 
vert the attention of Jesus from his mediatorial 
work, tries a second, but in another form. He 
conveyed or led Jesus to Jerusalem, there placing 
him on a pinnacle of the temple, urged him to 
make a display of supernatural power. <* If thou 
be the Son of God, cast thyself down ; and then 
quoted, or misquoted, and misapplied, a passage 
from Psalm xci. : " He shall give his angels charge 
over thee, and in their hands they shall bear. thee 
up, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone." Be- 
hold the Saviour standing on a pinnacle or wing of 
the temple, from whence he could have a viow of the 
splendid city, and of the vast concourse of the peo- 
ple who were worshipping in the area of the temple 
below. In this situation the seducer apparently 
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flattered himself that the Saviour, indignant at the 
doubts which he had artfully expressed of his being 
tlie Son of God, would be eager to give him, and 
all the multitude that beheld Siem, a most convinc* 
ing proof that he was the Son of God by casting 
himself from the height on which he stood into the 
court below, accompanied by an illustrious host of 
angels, to guard him from all danger. How deep 
was the plot, and how strong was the temptation, 
from one who had the appearance of a friend ! The 
former temptation was to distrust his heavenly Fa- 
ther, but this was to a needless display of his power, 
and to a vain-glorious presumption upon God's pro- 
vidence. But the Saviour's holy soul shrank back 
at the Satanic proposal, and he replied, " It is writ- 
ten. Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God." As 
our Lord baffled the foe by the word of Scripture, 
let us hide the word of God in our hearts, to be 
prepared for all the assaults and temptations of the 
wicked one. 



QUESTIONS ON THE PBECEDING SUBJECT. 

II. Having already made a few remarks on some of the cir- 
cumstances connected with qur Saviour's conflict in the wil- 
derness, we now proceed to notice the temptations presented 
to him. Three temptations were offered to our Lord, exac\^7 
adapted to his sitoatibn, imd they afford a specimen of Satan? s 
ordinary devices. 

1. What TTas Jesus tempted to distrust? What did- >fio«> 
tempter apparently know ? What had the Saviour eTi^*=^, 
like Moses and Elijah ? By whom was he abruptly a.xv^ ^ 
fully assailed ? What did the devil say to him ? 'Wlx^l^;;;^ 
the Saviour's relationship proclaimed ? What did tl^e ^o^^ 
fry to insinuate ? By what did our Saviour repel tlai^ \,^-^ 
tion? What arethe ^ordsof MoseS? If our Bar^oxv> 
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been indaeed to work a minole, either in ptoofothiB being the 
Son of God or for his own relief firom hunger and smffenng, 
what would it haye argoed and been ? Of what was the Sa- 
vionr's prompt, firm, and scriptural reply to Satan a proof? 
What did the Saviour do for the benefit of others f What did 
he neyer do to relieye himself firom hunger, thirst, or firiagne? 
If he had endured the yarious sufferings common to huniaa 
beings, what could not haye been said of him ? Of what might 
he not haye been capable ? What is frequently adopted now 
with the followers of Jesus? What does Satan imitate? 
When should we not fear ? Upon whom should we cast all oar 
eare ? Why should we cast our care npon him ? 

2. In what had Satan fftiled in his first attempt ? What 
does he again try, but in another form ? Whom did Satan 
eonyey or lead to Jerusalem? Where did he place him? 
What did he urge him to do ? What did he say ? What did 
he quote, or misouote, and misapply ? What ia the pasaaga 
in Psalm xci. ? Where should we behold the Sayionr stand- 
ing ? Of what could he haye a yiew from the pinnacle or wing 
of the temple ? With what did the seducer, in this situation, 
apparently flatter himself? What was deepand strong from 
one who had the appearance of a friend ? What was Uie for- 
mer temptation designed to lead the Sayiour to do? But 
what was this temptation designed to induce ? At what did 
the Sayiour^s holy soul shrink back ? What did he say in his 
reply to Satan ? As our Lord baffled the foe by the word of 
Scripture, what should we do with the word of God ? AV^hy 
should we hide it in our hearts ? 



PART 3. 

THE TEMPTATION OF CHBIST IN THE WILDEBNEBS. 

Satan attempted to seduce Jesus to pride or ambition — Jesus 
gained the victory ^ and angels ministered unto him — Ques- 
tions on the preceding subject, 

III. The adversary having been baffled in his 
second efifort, makes another attempt to seduce Je- 
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sns to pride or ambition. For this purpose he 
" taketh him np into an exceeding high monntain, 
and showeth him all the kingdoms of the world and 
the glory of them ; and saith unto him, All these 
things will I give thee, if thou will fall down and 
worship me." We know not with certainty in what 
mountain Satan showed to our Saviour all the king- 
doms of the earth, and the glory of them. "If we," 
says Dr. Clarke, " take the woHd to mean only the 
land of Judea, and some of the surrounding nations, 
as it appears sometimes to signify, Luke ii. 1, then 
the mountain described by the Abbe Mariti (in his 
travels through Cyprus, &c), could have afforded 
the prospect in question. Speaking of it, he says, 
< Here we enjoyed the most beautiful prospect ima- 
ginable. This part of the mountain overlooks the 
mountains of Arabia, the country of GHead, the coun- 
try of the AmoriteSy the plains of Moab, the plains of 
Jericho, the river Jordan, and the whole extent of the 
Dead Sea. It was here that the devil said to the 
Son of God, ' AU these kingdoms mU I give unto thee, 
if thou wiUfaU down and worship me* " Some others 
think that Satan must have given a visionary re- 
presentation of all the kingdoms of the world. But 
whatever view we take of the words, the nature and 
magnitude of the temptation are evident. It was 
no less than an offer of kingdoms, with all their 
glory; all the honours, power, rank, grandeur, 
wealth, and magnificence that this world can give. 
But earthly glory had no charms for Jesus, who 
had just been filled with the Spirit, and in whom 
dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and 
who was God manifested in the flesh. 
The enemy had before been allowed to go on. 
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with his temptations, but now he w^as too daring to 
offer all the kingdoms of the world to the Son of 
God on condition that he would worship him. 
What an insult ! It roused the holy indignation 
and resistance of Christ ; who unmasked the foe, 
and with authority commanded, '' Get thee henee, 
Satan, for it is written, Thou shalt worship the 
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve." 
The devil was now silenced, the conflict ended, and 
Jesus was more than conqueror. 

Similar temptations are still offered by the ene- 
my to the follower of Jesus. Thus he promises 
worldly advantages if we will forsake God and his 
truth ; but let us remember that he is a deceiver 
and a liar, for he cannot bestow what he promises. 

The conflict being ended, the victory obtained, 
and Satan having quitted the field, '' angels came 
and ministered unto the Saviour." Probably they 
stood at a distance during the conflict, that it might 
appear that Jesus vanquished Satan in his own 
strength, and that his factory might be the more 
illusti-ious. But now the battle being over, angels 
ministered unto him; that is, they brought him 
food to strengthen him — rejoiced with him in the 
glorious triumph, perhaps making the desert vocal 
with their songs of praise. And if angels took such 
delight in the triumphs of the Redeemer, shall not 
we rejoice in him ? He has fought our battles, and 
subdued our foe, and we trust will finally enable us 
to say, " Thanks be to God, who giveth us the vic- 
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
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QUESTIONS ON THE PBEOEDING SUBJECT. 

III. Who had been baffled in his second effort? What 
does he make to sednce Jesns to F^de or ambition? To 
what place does Satan take Jesns ? What does he show him ? 
What does he say unto him ? What do we not know with 
certainty ? What does Dr. Clarke say on thi^ point ? What 
is the description given by Abb6 Mariti of the supposed moun- 
tain on which the Saviour was tempted ? What do some others 
think on this subject ? What are evident, whatever view we 
take of the words ? Of what was it an offer ? What had no 
charms for Jesus? With w^t had he been filled? What 
dwelt in him ? What was he ? 

What had the enemy before been allowed ? But in what 
was he now top daring ? What roused the Saviour to holy 
indignation and resistance ? What did the Saviour command 
wiUi authority when he unmasked the foe i Who was then 
silenced? What ended? Who was more than conqueror? 

What temptations are still offered by the enemy to the fol- 
lowers of Jesus ? What does he promise if we will forsake 
Godand his truth ? But what should we remember that he is ? 

When did angels come and minister unto him ? Where 
had tiiOse angels probably stood during the conflict ? Why 
did they probably stand.at a distance during the conflict ? 
What did the angels do wheii the battle was over ? If angels 
take such a delist in the trixuuphs of the Redeemer, what 
then ought we to do ? What do we trust he will finally -enablA 
us to say ? 



CHAPTER IX. 

TnB OiXLINQ OF THK DISCIPLBB. 



PABT 1. 

Preliminary remarks — Events omitted by St. Matthew are sup- 
plied by St John — Remarks on OalUee and on the sea of 
Oalilee — The strangeness of CkrisVs poWy in uUetvngfisktr' 
men for his companions and cusistants-^QuesHons on we pre- 
ceding sulject 

** And JoBOB walking by the sea of Qalilee, saw two brethren, 
Bimou oallod Poter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into 
the Boa : for they were fishers," &c. — ^Matt. it. 18-22. 

Tuis passago relatos to the calling of the disciples. 
It is probablo that they were believers in Jesus 
before they were selected for his companions and 
assistants. They were not called till after the im- 
prisonment of John the Baptist; whereas, the 
Evangelist John gives us tlie history of some of 
them receiving Jesus as a ''Teacher come from 
God," from the testimony of the Baptist, when he 
was beyond Jordan, before his imprisonment. 
" The next day," says the Evangelist, " John the 
Baptist stood, and two of his disciples with him, 
and seeing Jesus, saith. Behold the Lamb of God I 
And the two disciples heard him speak, and they 
followed Jesus." The name of one of them is not 
mentioned ; but it is generally understood that it 
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was John, who modestly concealed his own name. 
The other was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 
'' He at first findeth his own brother Simon, and 
saith unto him, We have found the Messias, which 
is, being interpreted, the Christ. And he brought 
him to Jesus." They were delighted with his hea- 
venly instruction, and were determined to follow 
him. These Galilean fishermen, with a few others 
amounting to twelve, were to be, under Jesus their 
Master, the grand instruments of overthrowing the 
systems of paganism and idolatry, and producing a 
great moral change in the principles and practices 
of mankind throughout the world. The Saviour 
thus chose the foolish things of the world to con- 
found the wise, and the weak things of the world 
to confound the things that are mighty ; that his 
religion might not be established by the enticing 
words of man's wisdom, but by the demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power, 1 Cor. i. 27 ; ii. 4, 5. 
In making a few remarks on the call of the disci- 
ples, let us, 

I. Notice the place where Jesus was walking, 
when he called them : — " By the sea of Galilee," 

1. It appears that some of the events in the his- 
tory of the Eedeemer, from his temptation to his 
public ministry in Galilee, were omitted by St. Mat- 
thew, but supplied by St. John. '* His first appear- 
ance after his temptation," says Matthew Henry, 
was when. John Baptist pointed to him, saying. 
Behold the Lamb of God, John i. 29. After that, he 
went up to Jerusalem, to the passover (John ii.), 
discoursed with Nicodemus (John iii.), with the 
woman of Samaria (John iv.), and then returned 
into Galilee, and preached there." 
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2. Galilee, in the time of onr Savionr, was om 
of the five provinces of the Holy Land, and was 
most honoured bj his sacred presence. " Hithei 

^ Joseph and Mary returned with him out of Egypt, 

and here he resided until his baptism by John 

i (Matt. ii. 22,23; Luke ii. 39-51; Matt. iii. 18; 

; Luke iii. 21). Hither he returned after his bap 

tism and temptation (Luke iv. 14) : and, after hie 
entrance on his public ministry, though he often 

|! went into other provinces, yet so frequent were hit 

visits to this. country, that he was called a Galilean 
(Matt, xrv'i. 69). The population of Galilee being 
very great, our Lord had many opportunities oi 
doing good, and being here out of the power of the 
priests at Jerusalem, he seems to have preferred il 
as his general abode. And of this country most, ii 
not the whole, of his apostles were natives, whence 
they are styled by the angels, '' men of Galilee' 
(Acts i- 11). 

3. The sea of Galilee was also called " the Lake 
of Genesareth," and " the Lake of Tiberias." This 
inland sea is a fine expanse of water, spreading it 
self along the eastern coast of lower Galilee. It ia 
almost seventeen miles long, and from six to nine 
in breadth ; enclosed on all sides by lofty hills, ex- 
cept at the entrance and outlets of the Jordan, which 
flows through it from north to south. This sea is 
often greatly agitated by winds (Matt. viii. 23, 27). 
A strong current marks the passage of the Jordan 
through the middle of this sea ; and when it is op 
posed by contrary winds, which blow here with the 
force of a hun-icane from the south-east, sweeping 
into the sea from the mountains, a boisterous sea 
is instantly raised : this the small vessels of th« 
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country are ill quali£ed to resist. Here the disci* 
plea were tossed in a storm when Jesus came to 
their help (Matt. xiv. 34, 33). The northern part 
of this sea is said to have abounded with fish of the 
best sort ; and here the fishermen resorted : and 
hither the Saviour came to call his first disciples 
from their occupation of fishing to follow him. 

4. How strange seem the proceedings of Christ 
in selecting the fishermen of Galilee for his com- 
panions and coadjutors in the establishment and in 
the administration of his heavenly kingdom. Hu- 
man policy would have suggested that he should 
select men of influence, eloquence, and authority. But 
these were not the instruments he intended to em- 
ploy. He meant to show that he needed not these ; 
that he had different and superior auxiliaries to call 
to his assistance ; in comparison of which, wealth, 
power, and the wisdom of the world are contemptible. 



QUESTIONS ON THE PEECEDING SUBJECT. 

What is very probable? "When were they caUed? Who 
gives US the history of some ot them receiying Jesus as a 
" Teacher come from God," from the testimony of John the 
Baptist, when he was beyond Jordan, before his imprisonment } 
What does the Eyangelist say ? Though the name of one of 
tiiem is not mentioned, who is it generally supposed to have 
been ? Who was the other disciple of the Baptist that followed 
Jesus? Whom does Andrew first find? What did he say 
unto him ? What did he do with him ? With what were they 
delighted ? What were they determined to do ? What were 
these Galilean fishermen, with a few others amounting to 
twelve, to be under Jesus, their Master ? Why did he Belect 
such instruments for this great work ? 

I. Notice the place where Jesus was walking, when he called 
them : " By the sea of Galilee." 
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1. What appears in the history of the Bedeemer^ When 
was his first appearance after his temptation } Whither ^d 
he go after John had pointed him out as the " Lamb of God ¥* 
With whom did he discourse there ? With what woman did 
he discourse before, as he went to Galilee ? 

2. "^at was Galilee in the time of our 8a7ionr ? Frooi 
what place did Joseph and Mary return with Jesna into Qalilse } 
How long did he reside there ? Haying left to be baptised df 
John, when did he retom ? Though he often went into oilier 
provinces, what were so frequent that he was called a GaUleaD? 
As the population of Galilee was very great, what had our Lend 
many opportunities of doing } Why does he seem to haie 
preferred it as his general abode ? Of what countiy were most, 
if not the whole, of the apostles natives ? What are thay tItfitA 
by the angels ? 

8. What was the sea of Galilee also called ? What !• thii 
inland sea, and abng what coast does it spread itself ? Whit 
is its length and breadth ? By what is it enclosed on all cddei, 
except at the entrance and outlet of the Jordan, which flow 
through it ? By what is this sea often greatly agitated } Whit 
marks the passage of the Jordan through tiie middle of thif 
sea } And when the passage of the Jordan is opposed bj eoa- 
trary winds fit>m the mountains, what is instfmtly nused^ 
What small vessels are ill qualified to resist tiiis boisteroiu 
sea ? Who were tossed in a storm on tiiis sea, when JesoB 
came to their help ? What kind of fish is said to have abounded 
in the northern part of this sea } Who resorted here i Who 
came hither ? For what purpose did he go thither ? 

4. What seems strange ? In what respects are his proceed- 
ings strange f What would human poUcy have suggested ? 
Wliat were not the instruments he intended to employ } Whit 
did he mean to show ? 
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PABT 2. 
THE OiLLDra OF THB DISOIPLSS. 

Beinarks on Peter and Andrew^ Jame» and John, whom Jesut 
coded at the sea of GaUUe — Questions on the preceding sub* 
jeet, 

H. The persons whom he eaUed at the sea of GatUee. 
— «There were Peter and Andrew, James and John ; 
the two former, and probably the latter also, had 
had some acquaintance with Christ before (John i. 
40, 41), but were not till now called into a close and 
eonstant attendance upon him. 

1. Peter, formerly called Simon, was the son of 
jtonas, and was bom at Bethsaida, on the coasts of 
the sea of Galilee. He and his brother Andrew 
jointly pursued the occupation of fishermen on 
that sea. These two brothers were probably dis- 
eiplos of John the Baptist Until he pointed out 
Jeaus, saying, *< Behold the Liamb of God." From 
th ^> testimony Andrew at once followed Jesus, and 
a|K>de with him that night. Delighted with this 
intenriew, he first findeth his own brother Simon> 
and saith unto him, "We have found the Messiah ; 
and he brought him to Jesus ;*' who, seeing him, 
gare him the name of Cephas, or Peter, which sig- 
nifies a stone (John i. 36-42), probably in reference 
to the boldness and firmness of his character, as 
jUq^layed generally in promoting his Master's cause. 
Wh^n the two brothers had passed one day with 
tho Lord Jesus, they took their leave of him, and 
returned for a season to their oi^inary occupation 
of fishing. There Jesus met with them, and said 
tinto them, " Follow me, and I mil make you fish- 
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ers of men ;" and they immediately left their boal» 
and nets, and thenceforth became the constant as* 
sociates of the Savionr daring the Whole of his 
public ministry, Lake xviii. 38. Peter became one 
of the three honoured disciples before whom jesufl 
was transfigured on the mount, and with whom he 
retired to pray in the garden of Gethesemane ; yet, 
after all, Peter thrice denied him, even with an oatfa, 
and " he began to curse and to swear." For this 
awful defection Peter, however, felt deep remone, 
and wept bitterly; and he obtained forgiveness, 
and afterwards received repeated assurances of his 
Saviour's love. Henceforward he continued stead* 
fast, laborious, and successful in his Master's ser- 
vice. On the day of Pentecost he, and perhaps 
others, preached Christ so effectually that three 
thousand souls were added to the church. Acts ii. 
14-41. We next find him in company with John, 
healing a lame man at the gate of the Temple, then 
imprisoned, and soon after liberated. A few years 
after this he was apprehended by Herod Agrippa, 
but miraculously delivered by an angel, Acts xii. 
Finally, we are informed that ho preached to the 
Jews of the dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Bithynia, 
Cappadocia, and Asia; and at length coming to 
Kome, as some say, he was crucified with his head 
downwards. 

2. Andrew, brother of Peter, was also a native 
of Bethsaida in Galilee. Already we have seen 
that he was originally a disciple of John the Bap- 
tist, and brouj^ht his brother Simon to Christ. 
What noble affections the religion of Jesus plants 
in the mind ! No sooner had Andrew become ac- 
quainted with Jesus than he wished his brother to 



he a sharer with him in the Sa^nOur's friendship. 
How many have reason to thank God for their pious 
friends, whose conversation, instructions, and exhor- 
tations haye brought them into the way of peace 
and righteousness ! Let us look with compassion 
on the souls of our associates and relatives, and try 
to bring them to Jesus. After our Saviour's ascen- 
sion, tradition states that Andrew was appointed to 
preach the gospel in Scythia, and the neighbouring 
countries, and that he was crucified in Achaia. 

8. James and John were sons of Zebedee, a fish- 
erman of the town of Bethsaida, on the sea of Gali- 
lee, and brought up to the same occupation as he. 
They were partners with Peter and Andrew, and 
4^ommenced their attendance upon the Saviour at 
.the same time as they. Matt. iv. 21, 22 ; Luke v. 
10, 11. Being struck with amazement at the mba- 
eulous draught of fishes which had been taken, 
under the direction of Jesus, they were instantly 
disposed to obey his call. At his word they forsook 
their father, their vessels, and employment, followed 
.Christ, and were soon afterwards appointed apostles. 
These two brothers probably resembled each other 
in disposition, and are so frequently mentioned to- 
gether, that we shall find many of the same things 
related of them bpth. When ordained to the apos- 
ileship, they were called by one name, "Boanerges," 
or the sons of thunder, Mark iii. 17. The Saviour's 
particular regard for these brothers led the mother 
to request him that her two sons might be made the 
chief ministers of state in his temporal kingdom. 
Matt. T&. 20. They witnessed his agony in the gar- 
den. Matt. XX.. 37. After his resurrection, it seems, 
.i^eyt.for a season, returned to their employment of 
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fishing, John zzi. 9, 8. ItissaidthatJamoipieaebod 
to all the dispersed tribes of Israel; and the New 
Testament informs ns that he was put to death hj 
Herod Agrippa, Acts zii. 1, 3. This was aboat 

A.D. 44. 

4. John, the brother of James, is sapposed to 
have been the yonnger of the two, and the young- 
est of the aposdes. It is very probable that he was 
a disciple of John the Bi^st before he became a 
disciple of Christ At least the circomstantial ac- 
count whichhe hasgivenin chap. i. 87-41, of the two 
disciples who followed Christ, might induce us to 
suppose that he was one of the two. It is there> 
fore very probable that he had both seen and heard 
the Saviour before he was called at the sea of Gali* 
lee to follow him. After his call to the sacred oifice, 
he became one of the three honoured companions 
of Christ, who were admitted to behold his gloiy 
on the mount of transfiguration, and his agony in 
the garden. And it appears he was the only apos- 
tle who followed Christ to the place of his cruci- 
fixion. He was also present at several appearances 
of our Saviour after his resurrection ; and gives tes- 
timony in his gospel to the truth of that miraculous 
fact. After the ascension of Christ, and the elu- 
sion of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, 
John became one of the chief apostles, and exercised 
his ministry, say the historians, at Jerusalem and 
its vicinity till about a.d. 49, when he proceeded to 
Asia Minor, where he founded and presided over 
seven churches. Thence he was banished to the Isle 
of Fatmos, towards the close of Domitian*s reign, 
where he wrote his Revelation. (Bev. 1. 9.) On his 
liberation from exile, by the accession of Nerva 



VOOTSTBPS OF JSSU8. 95 

to fhe imperial throne, John retnmed to Ephesns, 
^vliere he wrote his Gospel and Epistles, and died 
in the hundredth year of his age. 

6. These disciples of Jesus evinced considerable 
diversity of character. Hence we see the boldness 
of Peter, and mark the affection of Andrew, the 
faithfulness of James, and the love of John ; but 
all were influenced by the same principles. O that 
we who bear the Christian name may be like them 
in puriiy of character ! 



QUESTIONS OK THE PRECEDING SUBJECT. 

U. The persons whom he eaUed at the sea of GcUilee — ^Peter 
and Andrew, James and John. 

1. Yfhai was Peter formerly called ? Whose son was he, 
and where was he horn ? What was his hrother called ? What 
.ooonpation did they jointly pursue ? On what sea were they 
fiahennen } Whose disciples were, prohahly, these two hro- 
.thers, nntil Jesus was pointed oat as the Lamb of Gk>d ? Who 
ioUowed Jesns from this testimony, and how long did he abide 
wi^ him ? Delighted with this interview, whom did Andrew 
first find, and wluit did he say unto him ? To whom did he 
bdng his brother Simon ? What name did Jesns give him ? 
What does Peter signify ? To what had the name of Peter, 
which signifies a stone, probably a reference ? When the two 
IxEotiien had passed one day with the Lord Jesus, what then 
became of them ? Who met with them on the sea of Galilee ? 
What did Jesus say unto them ? Did they comply with ibe 
call of Jesus ? What did Peter become ? What did Peter do, 
after aU these honours which had been conferred upon him ? 
For this awfal defection how did Peter feel and weep ? What did 
he obtain, and afterwards receiye ? How then did he continue ? 
SCowdid he preach Christ on the day of Pentecost? How 
many louls were added to the church ? Where do we next 
iind ami ? What then became of him ? When was he appre- 
bendcd by Herod Agrippa i How and by whom was bi d^^ 
)i?w^ } What are we finally infoimed about Peter ? 
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a. Of what place was Andrew, brother of Peter, a mttie^ 

What have we seen already about Andrew } What had AndnY 
heard John set forth, that induced him and another dif^Ie 
of John to follow Jesus ? How long did those two diseiplaB 
of John continue with Jesus ? With whom did Andrew -meet 
the next day ? To whom did Andrew bring him ? What kini 
of affection does the religion of Jesus plant in the mind ? For 
what did Andrew wish after having become acquainted with 
Jesus? For what have many reason to thank Qod} Upon 
whose souls should we look with compassion f What shooM 
we try to do with them ? After our SaTioofs aaoexision, wfatt 
does tradition state of Andrew ? 

3. Whose sons were James and John ? What was Zebedee^s 
business, and where did he reside ? To what occupation were 
the two sons brought up ? With whom wete these two bro- 
thers partners ? When did they commence their attendance 
upon the SaTiour ? With what were they struck with amase- 
ment, which instantly disposed them to obey the call of JesoB? 
What did they do at JLesus' word or bidding ? For what were 
they thus prepared } In what did these two brothers probably 
resemble each other ? As these brothers are frequently men- 
tioned together, what shall we find related of them both? 
What were they called when ordained to the apostleship? 
What led their mother to request the SaTiour that her two 
sons might be made the chief ministers of state in his tempo- 
ral kingdom ? What did they wituess ? After his reeunee- 
tion, what did they do for a season ? What is then said by 
the historians of St. James ? 

4. What is John, the brother of James, supposed to haye 
been ? Whose disciple is it very probable that St. John had 
been before ho became the disciple of Christ ? What might 
induce us to suppose that he was one of the two who followed 
Christ ? What is therefore very probable that John had seen 
and heard ? What did he become after his call to the sacred 
office ? John having become one of the companions of Christ, 
wliat was he admitted to behold ? Who was the only apostle 
who followed Christ to the place of his crucifixion ? When 
was John also present, and to what has he given his testi- 
mony ? After the ascension of Christ, and the descent of the 
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, what did John become ? 
Where did he exercise his ministry ? Till what period did he 
exercise his ministry at Jerusalem and its vicinity? How 
many churches did he found and preside oyer in Asia Minor ? 
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When, and to what place, was he banished from Asia Minor ^ 
What did be write in the Isle of Patmos ? On John's libera- 
tion from exile, to what place did he retnm ? What did he 
do tiiere ? At what age did he die ? 

6. In what was there, a diyersity in his disciples ? What is 
io be marked in each ? By what were all inflnenced ? 



PART 3. 

THB GiliLINa OF IBE DISCIPLES. 

Jenua collected followers for himself— His disciples convinced 
that he was the Christ — They imitated his example^ and 
loved him supremely — Questions on the preceding subject. 

III. What did Jesus require of those whom he 
called at the sea of Galilee ? To follow him. 

1. To collect followers for himself was the great 
business for which he came into the world. All 
men had wandered from the line of rectitude, and 
were hastening to eternal ruin ; but Jesus, full of 
compassion, left his native heaven to teach them 
-thie right way, and to furnish them with a spotless 
example, and draw them by the attractions of his 
cross. These prominent excellencies engaged the 
attention and won the hearts of the Galilean ^her- 
men. They left all and followed him; became 
united to him, and went with him froni place to 
place. Thus were they prepared to testify of him, 
aind, finally, to^ die in defence of his cause, 

r ft. Their obedience to the call of Jesus arose 
from a conviction that Jesus was the Christ, the 
Son of (rod, the Saviour of the world ; and this faU 
reception of him formed the groundwork of their 

£5 
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bolj and devoted charaoters. And all that ymM 
be his followers most reeeive him as the Son of 
God, and as a Saviour from sin. Those who thus 
receive him obtain pardon and salvation through 
him : '' As many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believed on his name." Let ns therefore make the 
enquiry, Have we thus believed in Christ ? Are 
we believers in Jesus ? 

3. Those who became believers in Jesus were 
not only guided by his coxmsel, but were imitators 
of his example. Hence he said to his primitive 
followers, " Learn of me." He was their patteni, 
one of beauty and perfection. This model of pa- 
rity is also designed for us. He has ** left us an 
example, that we should follow his steps ;" and it 
is a most lovely example. Let us therefore say, 

" Be thou my pattern ; make me bear 
More of thy gracious image here ; 
Then God, the Jndge, shaQ own my name 
Amongst Uie followers of the Lamb." 

i. Also, from a principle of faith flowed the dis- 
ciples' love to Jesus, and their activity in his cause. 
Bead their history for a development of their love, 
«eal, and activity. Peter said, " Behold, we have 
forsaken all and followed thee." And when Jesus 
sent them forth on actual service, they were to have 
Beither money nor scrip, and were to go as sheep 
in the midst of wolves, to be hated and persecuted ; 
and most of them died martyrs in his cause. Here 
was manifested the attachment, the love of those 
who forsook all for the sake of Christ. Would we 
be followers of Christ, we also must deny oursehrei^ 
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and take np our cross. But our sufferings, thank 
God ! are not worthy to be compared with those of 
the primitive followers of Jesus ; and though we 
may have a few trials in becoming the followers of 
duisty he will infinitely reward us. Hear what 
he says: <*And every one that hath forsaken houses, 
or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, 
or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall re- 
ceive an hundred-fold, and shall inherit everlasting 
life." 



QUESTIONS ON THE PRECEDING SUBJECT. 

III. What did Jesns require of thpse whom he called at the 
flea of Galilee } 

1. What was the great business for which Jesns came into 
the world ? What had all men done ? To what were they 
hastening ? Who left his native heaven ? Why did he leave 
his native heaven ? Whose attention and whose hearts did 
these prominent excellencies in Jesus win ? When the atten- 
tion and hearts of the Galilean fishermen were won, what did 
they do ? By leaving all and following Jesus, for what were 
ih&j prepared ? 

2. From what did their obedience to the call of Jesus arise ? 
What formed the groundwork of their holy and devoted char- 
acters ? What must those do that would be the followers of 
Jesns ? What did he give to those that received him } What 
inqoiry should we make ? 

B. what is said of those who became believers in Jesns } 
What did Jesus say to his primitive followers } Whose pat- 
tern was he ? For whom is this model of purity also desi^d ? 
What has he left us ? What kind of an example is it ? What 
Should we therefore say ? 

4. What also flowed from the same principle of faith ? f*or 
what should we read the history of the first followers of Clirist f 
What did Peter say that he and his brethren had done ? Whsn 
Jains sent them forth on actual service, what was to be tJielf 
pondkion i After years of sufienng, how did most of thssji 
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die? What was there manifested by those irfaofonookaSfo 
the sake of Christ ? What most we do if we would be follow- 
era of Christ ? What are not worthy to be compared witb 
thoee of the primitiye followers of Jesus ? Thongh we may 
have a few trials in becoming the followera of Christ, who nSl 
infinitely reward us f What does he say in reference to the 
reward? 



PART 4. 

THB OALLXNO OF THE DISOIPLBS. 

The prerogative of Jesus both to call and quaUfy men to he 
successful preachers — Dr. A. darkens view on thispoiiK^ 
Success crowns the efforts of the faithful ministers of iht 
gospel — Questions on the preceding subject. 

lY. The purpose for which he called those fish- 
ermen at the sea of Galilee was, that he might make 
them fishers of men. Here* the Saviour alluded to 
their former occupation. It was usual with him to 
speak of spiritual and heavenly things under such 
allusions and in such expressions : '' I will make 
you fishers of men." Every word is full of meaning. 

1. He who called them would qualify them : " I 
will make you fishers of men." Though they were 
imleamed, or unacquainted with books and general 
literature, he could prepare them, with the gift of 
tongues and other requisite qualifications, for the 
ministerial vocation. And when he had equipped 
them for their work, he sent them forth to execute 
their high commission, and signs and wonders fol- 
lowed their efforts, which fully attested their mis- 
sion to be from God. Thus " God chose the foolish 
things of the world to confound the wise ; and the 
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weak things of the world to confound the things 
jthat are mighty , and the base things of the world, 
and the things that are despised, and the things 
that are not, hath he chosen to bring to nought the 
things that are, that no flesh might glory in his 
presence." He who delegated the Galilean flsher- 
men has still the prerogative both to call and qualify 
men to be successful preachers of &e gospel. This 
prerogative he has not given to any individual or 
number of individuals. No : he alone has the 
power of selecting proper workmen for his work. 
And those whom he selects, and by whom the gos- 
pel is legitimately carried forth to mankind, are such 
as have themselves been enlightened, pardoned, 
and renewed by the free grace of God ; and have 
been clearly called to the sacred office. On this 
point Dr. A. Clarke has written to young ministers, 
saying, "No man should engage in the work in 
which you are engaged unless he verily feel that he 
is moved by the Holy Ghost to take upon him this 
office. He must not presume that he is thus 
moved because he has been educated for the minis- 
try ; in cases of this kind, man may propose, but 
God must dispose." 

si. To those whom he called, he said, " I will 
make you^^s oj men;** alluding to the multi- 
tude of men whom they should take in the gospel 
net. That promise of success the apostles evi- 
dently realized ; for oh the day of Pentecost, under 
the preaching of Peter, three thousand were pricked 
in their hearts, and brought to God ; and the Lord 
added to the church daily such as should be saved. 
And again we read, << that the hand of the Lord 
was wi& them ; and a great multitude believed and 
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turned unto the Lord." Such an extensive revo- 
lution in society could not be effected by their rank, 
or influence, or eloquence, or learning, but by the 
power of Jesus ; for it is written, that '* the hand 
of the Lord was with them ;" and they were '^ woik- 
ers together with God." Thus was the prondise 
accomplished, " I will make you fishers of men/ 
And those whom he calls to ^e sacred office toil 
not in Tain, nor spend their strength for nought; 
but can point to ihoae whom they have been the 
honoured instruments of turning from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God. 
There is no work so important as this ; for when 
the works of philosophers, legislators, historians, 
and poets shall have passed away, the effects of the 
Christian ministry shall remain in undying gran- 
deur. Then shall it be seen that praying, and stu- 
dying, and visiting, and preaching have not been 
in vain in the Lord. Listen to the declaration of 
the apostle — " What is our hope, or joy, or crown 
of rejoicing ? Are not even ye in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming ? For ye are 
our glory and joy." That a successful ministry 
may be raised up in the Christian church, let us 
pray, therefore, the Lord of the harvest, that he 
will send forth labourers into his harvest.-*Matt. 
ix. 12. 



QUESTIONS ON THE PBECEDING SUBJECT. 

IV. For what pTirpose did he call those fishermen of Gali- 
lee ? To what did the SaTionr here allude ? What was usual 
with the Saviour ? Of what is every word full ? 

1. What would He who caUed the OiUileazi fishermen do 
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tat ihem } With what would he prepare them, though thej 
mate uolaAnied, or nnacquainted with books and genertd litera- 
tore } When he had equipped them for their work, what did 
hb 06nd fhem forth to do? What followed their efforts? 
Whfti did such signs and wonders which followed their efforts 
ftilly attest? In making snoh a selection, what did Ck>d 
ehoiose ? Why did he make choice of such agents to carry 
out his plans ? What has He who delegated the Galilean 
fishermen still the prerogative to do ? What has he not done ? 
What has he the power of selecting ? Who are those whom 
he seleots, and by whom the gospel is legitimately carried forth 
to wifinirifiil ? What has Dr. A. Clarke written to yonng min- 
isters on this point ? 

2. What did he say to those whom he called ? To what did 
be aQode when he said, ** I will make you fishers of men ?" 
Did the spostles realize that promise of success ? By what 
eonld not snch an extensiye reyolntion in society be effected ? 
By whose power was it accomplished ? What is written on 
tlus podnt ? In these successM efforts what promise was ac- 
eomplished ? W hat is said of all those whom he calls to the 
saered office ? Why is there no work so important as this of 
taming men from darkness to light, and from the power of 
Batan mito God ? What shall then be seen ? What is the 
deelaaration of the apostle on this point ? What should we do 
that a saeeesifal ministry may be raised up in the Christian 
elvmreh? 



OHAPTEE X. 

THE aBEAT TEAGHEB. 



PABT 1. 

JeiOB was the great Prophet of whom Moses predieted-^He 
taught the will and love of Ood to a lost and perishing world 
— Questions on the preceding subject, 

*' And seeing the mnltitnde, he went np into a mountain ; 
and when he was set, his disciples came onto him ; and he 
opened his month and tanght them.'* — Matt. y. 1, 2. 

With propriety has Jesus been styled " the Great 
Teacher." Some who were sent to apprehend him 
said, '' Never man spake like this man." Of his 
greatness as a teacher St. Paul says, '* God, who at 
sundry times and in divers manners spake in time 
past by the prophets, hath in these last days spo- 
ken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed 
heir of all things ; by whom also he made the world." 
And as Christ is the Son of God, ** the brightness 
of his (Father's) glory and the express image of his 
person," those who heard him heard the Father, 
and those who saw him saw the Father. Though 
clothed in human nature, he possessed all the attri- 
butes and perfections of the Father. He knew the 
history and character, the hopes and fears, of those 
who listened to his voice. He knew who would 
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reoeiye, and who would reject him as a Teacher 
tome fis>m God. There is no wonder, therefore, 
that he should speak as never man spake. Of this 
Teacher Moses had said, 1,400 years hefore, ''The 
Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a prophet, 
firom the midst of thee, of thy hrethren, like unto 
me ; onto hhw ye shall hearken,'* Deut. xviii. 15. 
As none of the successive prophets, from Moses to 
the appearance of John the Baptist, had fully an- 
swered all the characteristics of the above prophecy 
of Moses, the Jewish council, to whom belonged 
the right of inquiiing into the authority and com- 
missions of the prophets, sent a solemn delegation 
to John the Baptist, to demand of him an occount 
of his character. They first asked him particularly, 
"Art thou Elias ?" and upon his answering, " No," 
they asked him further, " Art thou that Prophet?" 
To which he also answered, "No." But many 
Jews, who had witnessed the power of the Lord 
Jesus in feeding the five thousand with five loaves 
and two fishes, said, " This is of a truth that Pro- 
phet that should come into the world." And we 
are told that the multitude of the Jews in the tem- 
ple, after hearing the discourses of Christ, on one 
occasion, said, " Of a truth this is the Prophet." 

One part of his prophetical work was to commu- 
nicate the will of God to man, the love of the Fa- 
ther to a lost and perishing world, and the way in 
which the guilty may obtain mercy. Having gone 
about all Galilee, and taught in their synagogaes, 
and preached the gospel df the kingdom, and 
healed all manner of sickness, and all manner of 
disease among the people, it was natural that 
.he should be followed by great multitudes 
from Galilee, and from DecapoliSt and from Jeru- 



lugs on the monntftm, the people were a 
atlas doctrine ; for be tan^t them as oi 
anthoritjr, and not as tlie Scribes. Now 1 
your attention to the subjects he taught, i 
manner in whioh be tangbt them. 



QUESTIONS OS THE FBEOEDIHG SU] 

What h«B Jesus been styled } What did soma wl 
sent to Apprehend him bst of hiia } What does G 
of his grealneea as » Teaober } Who therefoTe dig 
vho heard Jeans ? Who did those see who sav Jei 
did Jeans posBees, thongh he was clothed in ham 
What did he iheFefore know P What is therefore ; 
What had Hoses said of this Teaehei 1,400 ;ean 
uooe of the BooceaaiTa piopheis, from Uoses to the 
of John the Baptist, had tailj ansvered all the oh« 
of the above prophecj of Moaea, fhat did the Jen 
do } What did the delegation particnlarl; ask Jol 
did mtnj of the Jevs, who had witnesaed the power 
Jains in feeding the fire thonaand with five loaT 
flahes, aa; i Joii what did the raoltitnde of the j 
tem^ile, ^tet heaiizig the diaoonises of Chiiat, on oi 
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ibftai dH he do ) Whm h« had ended his layingi on the 
noimteiiit why were the people astonuAied at his d^trine 2> 



PABT 2. 

THB OBEAT TBACHSB. 



What he did not teach — He taught the fundamental doetrmee 
of ChrisHanity — The nature and necesnty of experimentdi 
mndpracHeal reliffion-^QueitUmmon th» preceding eubJecU 

L Ths tubjecta he taught, — He did not, like the 
heathen philosophers, entertain his hearers with 
dry metaphysioid discourses on nature and morals 
in almost endless divisions ; nor did he, like the 
Jewish Bahhis, content himself with teaching cere- 
monies and delivering traditions : he took a wiser 
and more impressive method in teaching the great 
tmths of his religion. In his discourses he has 
given us general principles and comprehensive 
roles, that we ourselves may apply them to parti- 
eolar cases. 

1. He taught the fundamental doctrines of Ghrfs- 
tianily: the existence and perfections of the one 
God ; his own equality with the Father ; the divin- 
i^ and work of the Holy Spirit ; man's natural 
^pravity and guilt ; his utter helplessness to re- 
store himself; the remedy provided for him in the 
gift of Jesus ; the necessity of repentance, faith, 
regeneration, and holiness of heart and life. He 
taught the certainty of death, the general resurrec- 
tion, the solemnity of judgment, and the eternal 
reward of the righteous, and the everlasting puur 



of Christ. Time ^rill not allow to give 
tratiotiB on these important truths froi 
cooTses of Him who spake as never n 
That iheee things were taught by the gra 
will sot, I sappose, bs questioned by anj 
fully reads the sacred Book. 

2. He particularly taught the nature i 
sity of experimental and practical religioi 
the heart is either the seat of holiness t 
all liis teachings he aimed at the heart. 
some of his sayings : " The kingdom 
within yon." Jeans also said to his disci] 
of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murr 
teries, fornication, thefts, false witnes! 
mies." Ajid to the Pharisees he said, ' 
tioD of vipers ! how can ye, being evil, ! 
things ? for out of the abundance of the 
donth speaketh. A good man, out ol 
treasure of his heart, bringeth forth goi 
and an evil man, oat of the evil treasuri 
forth evil things." The absolute new 
change of heart he taught to Nicodemus 
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oiur Savionr> '' What they should do that they might 
work the works of God," he answered, ''This is the 
work of Qod, that ye believe on him whom he hath 
sent." And St. John expressly says, ** This is his 
commandment, that we should believe on the name 
of his Son Jesus Christ.*' Now to believe in Jesus 
Christ, or on his name, is not merely to believe 
him to be the Son of God, the Saviour of the world, 
but to believe that he died for us and rose again, 
and tiiat through him we may have pardon, peace, 
and holiness, and live with him for ever. 

The two great commandments which he enforced 
refer to the heart, and demand its entire consecra- 
tion to God. " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind, and with all thy strength : this is the 
first conmiandment. And the second is like, namely 
this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." 
"On these two commandments," said he to the 
scribes, " hang all the law and the prophets." Out 
of these commands arise all the precepts taught by 
Moses and the prophets ; he, therefore, who keeps 
these, keeps them all. 

Love is the root — the fountain whence flow all 
those amiable dispositions and virtues which adorn 
the Christian character. These virtues the Saviour 
beautifully describes in the opening of his sermon 
on the moimt, such as meekness, humility, patience, 
submission, gentleness, placability, moderation, and 
foi^veness. To these virtues he attaches great im- 
portance, and makes them essential to the Chris* 
tian character, and asserts the blessedness of those 
who have them. " Blessed are the poor in spirit r" 
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''Blessed are the mercdfiil :** '^ Blessed ore the 
peace-makers/' etc. 

These high attainments he exhibited in his own 
life ; for " He was morality moving and breathing ; 
he was piety thinking and acting ; he was godli* 
ness going from place to place ; Uie ten command- 
ments walking up and down in the flesh ; the gos- 
pel in real life ; the grace of God incarnate.'* Thus 
he taught by example, as well as by precept, how 
to be holy and happy ; and were his professed fol- 
lowers practically to obey his laws and imitate his 
spotless example, it would raise the church to such 
an elevation of moral influence as she has never yet 
reached. The grace of God that bringeth salvation 
would be so prominently manifested in their cha- 
racter, that the wicked would be more fhllj and 
impressively taught to live righteously and godly 
in this present world. 

Were his teachings universally obeyed, wars 
would cease to the ends of the earth ; anarchy, dis- 
sension, and violence would not be heard in any 
land ; and liberty would be proclaimed to the cap* 
tives, and the opening of the prison-doors to them 
that are bound. The spirit of malevolence would 
be vanquished, its power broken, and its operations 
demolished ; the order and beauty of the world 
would be restored, and "Holiness to the Lord'* 
inscribed on all the implements and employments 
of mankind. Eandness and compassion would form 
the amiable characteristic of every rank of social 
life ; love would spread her benignant wings over 
the globe, and benevolence reign uncontrolled in 
the hearts of all its inhabitants. Happy day ! when 
"the kingdoms of this world are become the king- 
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■ 
doms of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall 
reign for ever and ever." 



QUESTIONS ON THE PBEOEDING SUBJECT. 

I. Tk§ mdffieis he taught'-'Wh&i did he not do, like the 
beMhen phUoBopheni and Jewish Bahhis ? What method did 
hfl tftke m teaching the great troths of his religion } What 
hat he given ns in his disconrses ? Why has he given us 
general prineiples and comprehensive rales } 

1. He tan^t the fondamental doctrines of Christianity: 
what are the randamental doctrines of Christianity i In these 
soljeete irfaat has he given ns ? What did he hring to light ? 
To whom is the world indebted for its certain knowledge and 
ezteaudve view of things beyond the grave ? What kind of a 
view is this of the momentous teachings of Christ f What 
will not allow to give yon illustrations on these important 
tnithfl firom the discourses of Him who spake as never man 
spake ? What will not be questioned by any who careftdly 
reads the sacred Book } 

2. He taught the nature and necessity of experimental and 
praotloal rehgion. What is the heart the seat of } At what 
^d Jesos aim in all his tei^chings ? To what are we to listen ? 
What are some of his sayings ? To whom did he teach the 
absolate necessity of a change of heart ? What did he say to 
him ? What was made plain in his various discourses } What 
answer did our Saviour give to the Jews when they asked him 
what they should do that they might work the works of God ? 
On ttiis point what did St. John expressly say ? What is it 
to believe on his name } 

To what do the great commandments refer and demand ? 
What are the commandments ? What did he say to the scribes 
about these two commandments } What arise out of these 
eommands ? What does he therefore keep who keeps them ? 

What is love ? Who beautiftilly described these virtues on 
the mount } What are they ? What does he attach to these 
virtues ? To what does he make them essential ? What does 
be say of the blessedness of those who have them ? What did 
ba edufait in bis own li£9 ? What was he moving and breath- 
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ing? What was he thinking and acting? What WM he going 
from place to place ? What was he walking op aad doim in 
the flesh ? What was he in real life ? What was he iDM^ 
nate ? What did he teach hy example as well as by preeqpt? 
What would raise the chnrch to such an eleyation of m^ 
influence as she has ncTer yet reached ? What wotdd be so 
prominently manifested in the character of his prdSMsed fi^- 
lowers that the wicked would be more fully and impressrrely 
taught to live righteously and godly in this present world ? 

What would cease to the ends of the eartii were his teach- 
ings universally obeyed ? What would not be heard in any 
land ? What would be proclaimed to the captives and to tbem 
that are bound } What would be vanquished, its power bro- 
ken, and its operations demolished } What would be re^zed ? 
What would be inscribed on all implements and employments 
of mankind? What would form thejamicable character of eveiy 
rank of social life i What would love do ? When will it be 
a happy day ? 



PABT 3. 

THE OBEAT TEACBEB. 



m* manner of teaching was peculiarly his own^^JEte spake 
with beautiful simplicity — Affectionately and faithfully — 
Questions on the preceding subject. 

II. The manner in which he twaght, — ^We have 
briefly noticed the subjects taught by our Ke- 
deemer, and we have now to notice the manner in 
which he taught them. His manner was peculiarly 
his own. This, it is thought, was prophetically 
intimated by the sweet singer of Israel, when he 
exclaimed, " Grace is poured into thy lips." And 
the people witnessed its accomplishment in -the 
opening commission of the Saviour at Nazareth. 
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rhere^ according to his custom^ he went into the 
iynagogae on the Sabbath-day ; and when the book 
yf the prophet Esaias was delivered unto him, he 
read one of the sublime prophecies touching him- 
self: " The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the 
poor ; he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, 
to preach deliverance to the captives, and recover- 
isg of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that 
are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord." And he closed the book, saying, "This 
day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears." And 
all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious 
words which proceeded out of his mouth. With 
equal, if not with surpassing wonder, did even his 
enemies exclaim, ''Never man spake like this man." 
1. He spake with beautiful simplicity. Simpli- 
city is one of the distinguishing attiibutcs of great- 
ness. The most eloquent of the apostles and pro- 
phets sometimes seem to labour for expression; 
but truth sti*eamed from the Saviour's lips as waters 
from a flowing fountain. To illustrate the great 
truths he advanced, he was never at a loss ; and he 
made- creation illustrate and expound revelation. 
Behold him teaching on the mountain, where the 
lilies grew at his feet, and the birds raised their 
cheerful notes around him, and being wishful to 
inspire his disciples with confidence in God, he 
saidy " Behold the fowls of the air : for they sow 
not, neither do they reap, nor gather into bams ; 
yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye 
not much better than they ?" '* Consider the lilies 
of the field, how they grow; they toil not, nei- 
ther do they spin; and yet I say unto you, that 
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oven Solomon in all bis glory was not arrayed lil» 
one of these. TMierefore if God so clothe the grt» 
of the field, which to-day is and to-moiTow is cast 
into the oven, shall he not much more clothe yon, 

ye of little faith ?" How suitable ! Could any- 
thing be more convincinpf, or more easily imd^« 
stood? "Had it/' says Harris, "no other recom- 
mendation than its felicity of illustration and its 
graces of composition, it would deserve our wann 
admiration. But it has higher qualities of excel- 
lence than these : it speaks to the understanding 
and the heart on themes of deep and universal im- 
portance." It is the voice of Jesus, the tender, the 
compassionate Jesus, calming the troubled breast, 
wiping away the starting tear, and inspiring the 
destitute, the outcasts of the world, to cast all thdr 
<;are on God, for he careth for them, 

2. He taught faithfully and affectionately. In 
bis ministry there was no fearfulness nor compro- 
mise ; he spoke the tnith in boldness, fidelity, and 
love. Listen to him on the mount: "Ye have 
heard that it hath been said — but I say unto you." 
This was repeated again and again. Thus "he 
taught them as one having authority, and not -as 
tlie scribes." What a searching specimen of fidel- 
ity and earnestness has he given in his address -to 
the Scribes and Pharisees ! " Woe unto you, Scribes 
and Pharisees," &c. (Matt, xxiii.) But his most 
faithful addresses are marked with tenderness; 
witness his lament over Jerusalem : " O Jerusalem, 
.lerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and ston- 
estthem which are sent unto thee; how often would 

1 have gatliered thy children together even as a hen 
gathcreth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
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"would not.'* What an expression of tenderness ! 
Often had he approached that city hefore, by the 
eame road, and gazed on it from the same spot : 
but now he was approaching it for the last time, 
and he paused to take a final look ; and when he 
thought of its destiny, he wept. What a manifes- 
tation of yearning compassion ! O that we may be 
like him — affectionate and tender. 



QUESTIONS ON THE PBECEDING SUBJECT. " 

n. The manner in which he taught, — ^What haye we brieflj 
noticed ? What have we now to notice ? What was his man- 
ner ? By whom is it thought that this was prophetically inti- 
mated } When did the people witness its accomplishment ? 
What did he do there according to his custom ? What did he 
do when the book of the prophet Esaias was delivered unto 
bim } What was the prophecy which he read ? When he had 
reftd the prophecy, what did he do say ? Who bare him wit- 
ness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out 
of hlB mouth ? What did even his enemies exclaim ? 

1. He spoke with beautiful simplicity. What is simplicity? 
Vlho sometimes laboured for expression ? From whose lips 
did truth flow as waters from a flowing fountain ? Who was 
never at a loss to illustrate the great truths he advanced ? 
Where should we behold him teaching ? Being wishful to in- 
spire bis disciples with confidence, what did he say ? What 
does Harris say on the teaching of Jesus ? Whose voice is it 
calming the troubled breast, wiping away the starting tear, and 
inspiring the destitute— the outcasts of the world — ^to cast aU 
their care on God ? 

2. He taught faithfdlly and affectionately. What was there 
not in his ministry ? How did he speak the truth ? What did 
he say on the mount ? Was this repeated more than once } 
How did he teach them ? What kind of a specimen of fidelity 
and earnestness has he given us in his addresses to the Scribes 
and Pharisees ? What did he say to them ? With what are 
his most £uihfal addressvs marked ? What is an instance; of 



S. He iavght the \cay of happitust.— 
known the way of happineBs waa one end 
he left his native heaven. Listen to h: 
tiona, which he poured ont to calm the 
mind, and lead the tronbled soul to res 
" Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
teonsneBS, and all these things shall be a 
you." Further he said, "Take my yoke 
and learn of me ; for Z am meek and lonl; 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls* 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light." M 
precious sayings of the great Tetter mi] 
daced to illustrate his benevolent design 
man to happiness in Ood. And that 

BtlmnTatA Tiim tn nrapll/>al n1ii.i1ioTi.-a 
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p^pon a rock." In connection with obedience ter 
God, there is substantial happiness in this life;; 
vnd in the life to come there is perfect happiness 
for ever. 

These interesting truths of his gospel were pub- 
lished in the city and on the mountain, to indivi- 
duals and to multitudes, to fishermen on the sea- 
shore and to beggars on the highway; yea, the 
woman of Samaria, at Jacob's well, was not beneath 
his notice. He made it his meat and drink to do 
the will of God, and promote the welfare of man ; 
and at the close of life, he could say to his Father, 
" I have finished the work which thou gavest me 
to do." 

4. He was a perfect and an authoritative Teacher. 
With propriety was it said of him, " Never man 
spake like this man." The prophets and apostles 
epoke of Divine, unseen, and eternal things a$ 
though they beheld them through a telescope ; but 
Jesus of Nazareth spoke of them as though he ha4 
seen them with his own eyes. From no other 
teacher have we received such a clear and perfect 
revelation of the glory of God, of his own Divinity^ 
'of the operations of llie Holy Spirit, the immortal* 
ity of the soul, the resurrection of the dead, the 
final judgment, and of future rewards and punish- 
ments. He di'ew aside the thick curtain which 
screened the spiritual world, and disclosed both 
heaven and hell. Of heaven he says, " In my Fa- 
ther's house are many mansions :" and of hell he 
says, " Where the worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched." Is not this like the language of 
one who canle from the invisible world ? He dis- 
played a perfect knowledge of every subject on which 
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he qioke; thers was nothing deficiei 
nusplaced, nothing redandant in all he 

These momentons traths he delivers 
aathority that all the people were aston: 
the Ffllber," said he, " hath life in himi 
he given to the Son to have hfe in hi 
hath given him authority to execute jud 
becanse he is the Son of Mon." All 
delivered nnto me of my Father." H< 
authority to control events, suspend oi 
iablished laws, and change ancient cm 
therefore virtually annulled the Jewish 
repeoliid the ceremonial law, and prod 
self the founder of a new religion. Th 
he supported by his holy end perfect e: 
by the display of his miraculous pow« 
only controlled the laws of nature, bi 
commissioned bis apostles to preach tl: 
ever}' creature, be gave them power & 
miracles in hia name, for the confii-nu 
ti'Utb. 

In coQclnding this lesson, atlotr me 
that if we would be bis disciples we mu 
him with humility, and render holy o 
his commands. 



QUESTIONS ON THE FREGEDINQ E 
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^d 1m saj, that he might stimnlate man to practical ohedienee K 
What is there in connection with ohedienee to God ? What 
did the Bedeemer say on this point ? 

Where and to whom were these interesting tidings pnhlished ? 
What was he ever ahout ? What could he say at the dose of 

4. He was a perfect and an authoritative Teacher. — What 
was with propriety said of him as a Teacher ? How did the 
prophets and apostles speak of Divine, nnseen, and eternal 
things ? How did Jesus of Nazareth speak of them ? What 
kind of revelation have we from him, which we have not from 
any other person ? What did he draw aside, which screened 
the spiritual world, and disclosed heaven and hell } What did 
he say in reference to heaven ? What of hell ? What langnage 
was ms like ? How did he display his perfect knowledge of 
•very snhject on which he spoke ? 

How or in what manner were these momentous truths deli- 
vered ? What did he say in reference to the Father ? Where 
was his his authority to control events, suspend or modify laws, 
and change ancient customs ? What did he virtually do ? How 
did he support his authority for doing this ? Besides control- 
iing the laws of nature, whom did he commission to preach 
the gospel to every creature ? What did he give them ? Why did 
lie give them also power to work miracles in his name } 

How must we approach him, if we would he his disciples } 
What kind of ohedienee must we render him ? 



CHAPTER XI. 

THE MIRACLES OF CHBIST. 



PABT 1. 

The miracUt q^ Christ prace th^t he wmsm, Teacher eomejnm 
God — Qu^ftioHS on the preceding smbjeet. 

" The woria ilmt I do bear witness of me.-' — Johh t. 86. 

To these works the Sayioar freqaentlj appealed ^ 
proof or evidence that he was a Teacher come firom 
God. Moses and the prophets also attested the 
divinity of their call hy miracles. The wonden 
which Moses performed hy his rod were infallible 
proofs to Israel that God had appeared unto hiin; 
and therefore they could not reasonably suspect the 
truth of his message. 

The succeeding prophets gave similar proofi 
that they were the Divmely-appointed messengers 
to convev God's will to man. 

And " God, who at sundrv times, and in diveri 
manners, spake in times past unto the fathers b; 
the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unt< 
us bv his Son." He " in whom dwelt all the fo) 
ness of the Godhead bodilv," revealed the will c 
God to the apostles, who, being assured that h 
knew all things, nnd convinced that he came fort 
from God, fully believed the doctrines* he taugh 
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' 1 have given unto them," said Christ to the Fa- 
ther, *' the words which tiiou gavest unto me, and 
ihey have received them, and have known surelj 
hat I came^out from thee, and they have believed 
hat thou didst send me." Thus the faith of the 
ipostles, as well as of Moses and the prophets, was 
grounded upon the immediate revelations of God. 
For the confirmation of the truths which the Sa- 
dour advanced, and as an evidence of his Godlike 
power, and in compassion to the afflicted, he wrought 
Enich miracles, in the open day, in the presence of 
the multitudes, as no other person could perform. 
The prejudices of the Jews against his person and 
knission apparently made it necessary that he should 
vrork miracles. These prejudices were so deeply 
rooted in the minds of the Jews, that no power less 
than that of nuracles could be supposed to overcome 
Ihem. One prejudice deeply rooted in the minds 
of the Jews was, that calamities are always the off- 
spring of crimes. Of this we have a few illustra- 
tions in the gospel history. Under the influence 
of this error, some persons came to tell Jesus of 
certain Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled 
with their sacrifices (Luke xiii. 1) ; and on that 
occasion, he exposed the danger and absurdity of 
the error by a plain illustration. The disciples 
themselves were not entirely free from this error ; 
for on one occasion, when they saw a man who had 
been bom blind, they asked Jesus, " Who did sin^ 
this man or his parents, that he was bom blind ?" 
But Jesus answered, '' Neither hath this man sin* 
ned, nor his parents ; but that the works of God 
should be made manifest in him," John ix. 1,3; 
and immediately restored his sight. H^ did aa 
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irithont ^ing ont of his ordinary conrsi 
wem a part of bis work, nnd bis compas 
prompted bim to relieve the suffering. 

To reniOTS the prejndioes of the peo] 
Bpiro them with confidence in himself 
frequeotly referred them to his o\Tn mil 
evidences of his Divine mission. Thes 
he considered sutficient to anthenticate 
to the ofSee of the Messiah, as is manifi 
from his own words (John x. 36), but : 
preot variety of oilier pnssnges in the > 
To his miracles he referred when the i 
John were sent to receive from his oi 
most satisfactory proofs of his own miss 
said he, "and show to John ngain tl 
which 3-e lienr and see; tlie blind n 
sight, the lame wolk, the lepers are cli 
deaf bear, nnd the dead are raised up 
i, 5, A similar appeal he mode to b 
when conversing with some of tlie i 
Jews : " If," said bo, " I do not the wi 
pHtlier, believe mo not: but if I do, thi 
lievo not me, believe the works," John 



QtTESTIOKB OS THE PItECEDINa 5 

To what (tid the Safionr ficquotitlj appeal fo: 
denco that ha was a Teacher come from God > 
tiio dirinity of their eall hy miraclea ? Wliat v 
aigns to larael that God had appeared to Mos? a ? 
thay not, therefore, reaaonably expect ? 

What kindof ptoofa did the aaocoeding prophet: 
that the; were DiTinely-appoiated meseeagsra la 
viUtKinanr 
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By whom did God speak at stmdry times and in diyers man- 
ner, in times past, onto the others ? By whom hath he spo- 
Icen onto ns in these last days ? What did He do in whom 
dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily ? Of what were 
the jostles assured ? And what did they fiidly believe ? What 
did diffist say to the Father that he had given onto the apos- 
ttoB, and of their reception of the same ? Upon what was the 
fiiith of the apostles, as well as of Moses and the prophets, 
gronnded ? 

What did the Saviour do for the confirmation of the truths 
which he advanced, and as an evidence of his Godlike power, 
and in compassion to the afflicted ? What apparently made 
it necessary that he should work miracles ? How were these^^ 
prejudices rooted in the minds of the Jews ? Oould any power 
less thflm that produced by the working of miracles be sup- 
posed to overcome them ? What was one prejudice that was 
deeply rooted in the minds of the Jews ? Where have we a 
few iUustrations of this prejudice ? Under the influence of 
which error, who came to tell Jesus of certain Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices ? And who on 
that occasion exposed the danger and absurdity of the error 
bj a plain illustration ? Who were not entirely free from this 
enor ? What did they ask Jesus on one occasion, when tiiey 
saw a man who had been bom blind ? What answer did Jesus 
give them ? Who restored the blind man's sight ? Was this 
miracle out of his ordinary course ? Of what were miracles a 
part ? What did his compassion always prompt him to do ? 

To what did our Lord frequently refer the people, to remove 
their prejudices, and inspire them with confidence in himself? 
What did he consider sufficient to authenticate his claims to 
the office of the Messiah ? What did be say to the disciples 
of John, and to the unbelieving Jews, in reference to his mira^ 
des? 



Ab Christ frequent))' appealed to his mi 
bearing TmequiTOoal testimony of himself 

I. Consider the definition of a true mil 
a miracle, in a theological sense, many d 
have been given. That of R. Watson is: 
cle is an effect or event contrary to the & 
constitation or course of things ; or a sen 
pension or controlment of, or deviation : 
known laws of nature, wrought either by < 
diate act, or by the concurrence, or by th 
Bion of God, for the proof or evidence of i 
ticular doctrine, or in attestation of the 
of some particular person." 

By the laws of nature, we mean thos 
courses of Divine agency which we discei 
world around us. God has been please 
form his own agency to certain rules fom 
wisdom, called by philosophers the laws 
and in Scripture, the ordmamMs of heaem 
(Jer. xxxiii. 26 ; xxvi. 35 ; and Job xxxviii 
these laws all things with which we are a 
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it is a law of nature that the dead return not to life ; 
were a dead person to become alive again, there 
-would be a miracle. Such was the suspension or 
controlment of the laws of nature by Christ in his 
miracles, to prove that his mission and doctrine 
were from God. 

II. That Christ wrought miracles is fully stated 
by the evangelists in their history of him. That 
the evangelists were eye-witnesses of the Saviour'g 
miracles appears from their manner of reporting 
them. They narrate them with plainness and sim- 
plicity of speech, with frankness and particularity. 

1. The number of the various miracles of Jesus 
which they report appears not to be the whole of 
his godlike operations. There are only about forty 
of his miracles on record ; yet that the actual num- 
ber which he wrought was far greater, may be in- 
ferred from the several instances in which we are 
told that great multitudes flocked to Jesus who were 
afflicted with various diseases, and he healed them 
all. He went about Galilee, healing all manner of 
sickness and diseases, even the most incurable by 
human skill. He gave sight to some who had been 
bom blind ; the deafs' ears he imstopped ; the lame 
he made to walk; the leprosy he cleansed; the 
paralytic and lunatic he cured; the dead he brought 
to life ; he cast out devils ; and every disease yielded 
to his unlimited power. The winds and the waves 
also obeyed his mandates ; and loaves and fishes 
also multiplied as they passed through his hands. 
From one day's operations, as recorded by St. Mat- 
thevT (chap, ix.), we may gather that the miracles 
of Christ were many. Whilst in the house with 
Matth§w, Jairus, whose daughter was dead, en- 
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treated him to go and lay his hand npon her ! 
he went I the woman with the bloody issne touchc 
the hem of his ganncnt, and was healed; and wh< 
he reached the iniler's house, he took the maid hjT " 
the hand, and she arose. In his rctam, he cared— — 
two blind men ; and immediately after, cast out 
devil from one that was dumb. And from the lasl 
verse in St. John's Gospel, we learn that the 
cles of Christ were too numerous to be written. 

S. In these miracles, what a display we have oi 
his Godlike power and boundless compassion ! Th^ 
resurrection of Lazainis, and that of the Widow'» 
Son of Nain, proved both his power and his com— 
passion. We see his creating power when he feA 
four thousand at one time, besides women anA. 
children, with a few loaves of barley bread and m 
few small fishes. In all tliese mighty deeds were 
suspensions or controlments of the laws of nature, 
and they were therefore miracles according to the 
above definition. 

In these miracles the compassion of Jesus is 
equally prominent with his power. It seems to 
have been his great business to alleviate human 
misery in all its forms. He went about doing good. 
See his compassion to the leper, who applied for 
relief (Matt. viii. 3); to the centurion wJib inter- 
ceded for a favourite servant (viii. 8); and to the 
sick of the palsy, brought in his bed, and let down 
through the roof, Luke v. 18. All these are in- 
stances of his compassionate heart, which was always 
accessible to sincere applicants. 

** See where the lame, the halt, the blind. 
The deaf, the dumb, the sick, the poor, 
Flock to the Friend of human kind, 



yOOTSTfifS OP JESUSI. 15t 

And freely all aoeept their cure t 
To ▼horn did he his help deny ? 
Whom in his days of flesh pass by ?*' 



QUESTIONS ON THE PRECEDING SUBJECT. 

I. Consider the definition of a tme miracle. What have 
been given of a miracle in a theological sense ? What is B. 
Watson's definition of a miracle ? What do we mean by the 
Iaws of nature ? What has God been pleased to conform to 
certain roles formed by his own wisdom ? What do philoso- 
phers call these rules ? What are they called in the Scrip- 
tnres ? What are usually conformed to these laws ? What is 
a miracle ? What is according to the law of nature , and what 
is a miracle ? What was done by Christ in his miracles, and 
for yrhai purpose ? 

II. That Christ wrought miracles is fully stated by the 
eyangelists in their history of him. What kind of witnesses 
were the evangelists of the Saviour*s miracles ? How does 
this appear ? How did they leport them ? 

1. What appears not to be the whole of his godlike opera- 
tions or miracles ? About how many are there on record ? 
What must be far greater ? And from what may they be in- 
ferred to be far greater ? In what place did he go about heal- 
ing all manner of sickness and diseases, even the most incu- 
rable by human skill ? To whom did ho give sight ? What 
did he unstop ? Whom did be make to walk ? What did he 
cleanse ? Whom did he cure ? Whom did he bring to life, 
and what did he cast out ? What yielded to his unlimited 
power ? What obeyed his mandates, and what multiplied as 
they passed through his hands ? What can we gather from 
one difty*s operations recorded by St. Matthew ? What did he 
do in tiiat one day to which we refer ? What do we learn 
about these miracles from the last verse of St. John's Gospel 7 

2. What have we displayed in these miracles ? What does 
ttie resurrection of Lazarus and the widow's son at Nain prove ? 
In what instances do we see his creating power ? As all these 
were suspensions or controLments of the laws of nature, were 
they therefore miracles ? 

What is equally prominent with his power in these mira- 
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oleB f What seems to have been his great business ? 
did he do when he went about ? To whom was his c 
sion manifested ? Of what are all these instances or eza 



PABT 3. 

THE lOBAOLES OF CHRIST. 

Chrisfs miracles were necessary to prove his divini 
establish his religion — These miracles were real — Per 
in the most public manner — Before competent and t 
witnesses — Questions on the preceding subject, 

III. The necessity of Christ's miracles ap] 

1. As visible proofs of Divine approbation. 
his miracles the Samor frequently appeal 
proofs, not only of his power, but also of his 
«ent of God. ** A miracle," says Dr. Dwight, 
comes a proof of the character or doctrine oi 
by whom it was wrought, by being profes 
wrought for the confirmation of either, A m 
is the testimony of God." The Supreme ] 
never can give his testimony to anything but 1 
To suppose the contrary, would be to suppose 
God not only permitted his creatures to be dec( 
but that he deviated from the ordinary coursie < 
providence, with a view to deceive them ; whi 
would be wicked to suppose. 

2. The necessity of a miraculous interpoj 
by the Eedeemer to establish his religion ap 
from the state of the world in general, and o 
Jewish nation in particular. As the coming ( 
sus wa% designed to abrogate the ritual law 
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establish the gospel dispensation, it was necessary 
that Jesas should show his authority by the display 
of his miraculous power to change religious cus- 
toms. It was not likely that the Jewish nation 
would give up institutions which had received the' 
sanction of Heaven, without a proof that it was 
Divinely ordered. A recital of our Saviour's mira- 
cles was intended to satisfy John or his messengers 
that Jesus was the Christ : " Go and show John 
again those things which ye do hear and see,'' 
Matt. xi. 4, &c. Tell him that the blind receive 
their sight; that the lame walk; the lepers are 
cleansed ; the deaf hear ; the dead are raised ; and 
the poor have the gospel preached unto them. As 
if Jesus had said, '* Tell John these things, and he 
will ask for no further proof of the Divinity of my 
mission." The power displayed in these miracles 
would have carried equal conviction to the Jews, 
had they not been wilfully blinded. " The work^ 
that I do in my Father's name," said Jesus, **bear 
witness of me. Believe me for the very worka' 
sake." 

IV. The credibility of Christ's miracles is capa- 
ble of ample proof. By credibility we mean believ- 
able, or wortiiy of credit. Whatever miracles he 
wrought, they are matters of fact, and are capable 
of being proved by proper evidence, as other facts 
are. 

1. The facts were of such a nature that the 
senses of mankind could perceive that both the 
events were real, and their origin supernatural. 
" There are two things," says Archbishop Tillotson, 
" necessary to a miracle : that there should be a 
supernatural effect wrought, and that this effect 
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fihoold be evident to sense ; so that though a super* 
natural effect be wrought, yet if it be not evident 
to sense, it is, to all the ends and purposes of a 
miracle, as if it were not, and can be no testimony 
*or proof of anything, because it stands in need of 
another miracle to give testimony to it, and to prove 
that it is wrought. And neither in Scripture, nor 
in profane authors, nor in common use of speech, 
is anything called a miracle but what falls under 
the notice of our senses ; a miracle being nothing 
else but a supernatural effect evident to sense, the 
great end and design whereof is to be a sensible 
proof and conviction to us of something tliat we do 
not see." Such were the miracles of Jesus ; that 
is, they were supernatural, and tliey were evident 
to the senses of mankind. Lazarus was dead ; hut 
at the bidding of Jesus, he came to life. The son 
of Timeus was bom blind, and sat by the wayside 
begging ; but Jesus spat on the ground, made clay 
of the spittle, and anointed the eyes of the blind 
man with clay, and said unto him, " Go wash in 
the pool of Siloam." He went and washed, and 
returned seeing. The five thousand men, besides 
women and children, were fed in the desert with 
five loaves and two fishes. The people sat down 
by hundreds and by fifties. By this method all 
confusion was avoided, and attendance on them 
was rendered more easv : besides, the miraculous 
operation was thus exposed to the view of the whole 
multitude; so that it was impossible to deceive 
them by any artifice or sleight of hand. Jesus 
brake the loaves and fishes, and the apostles distri- 
buted them to the people. This small supply ot 
provisions was observed to multiply till the hunger 
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of eaeh man was fullj satisfied, and sufficient wai 
still left for others ; for the disciples filled twelve 
baskets with fragments. In such eases there can 
be no deception ; for they are dear to the senses, 
and leave us no just room to suspect them. 

d. These astonishing actions of Christ were per- 
formed in the most public manner, in the presence 
of multitudes of friends and enemies. Jugglers, 
who have pretended to work miracles to gain ore* 
dit, have generally preferred solitude, and a selec* 
Hon of their intimate friends as witnesses ; but it 
was otherwise with Jesus. His doctrines were 
announced publicly, and his miracles were wrought 
publicly in support of them. His first miracle was 
the conversion of water into wine, which was done 
openly, at Cana, in Galilee, in the presence of a 
number of guests. And when he raised 1 he widow's 
son of Nain, much people of the city was with her. 
The resurrection of Lazarus was also witnessed by 
many Jews, who had come to Martha and Mary, to 
comfort them concerniug their brother. Other in- 
stances might be adduced, to show that the greater 
part of his miracles were wrought publicly. Such 
mighty deeds being done openly and in the presence 
of multitudes, render them easy to believe. Jesus 
spake openly, in places whither the Jews resorted ; 
and he proved the tinith of his mission openly, by 
the display of his Godlike power, John xviii. SO. 

8. The apostles were eye and ear witnesses of 
facts they recorded concerning Christ. These facts 
they published to the world soon after the time 
when they were said to have been performed ; pub- 
lished at the place where the miraculous power was 
manifested : so that had there been the least groand 
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for suspicion, the untiring and fierce enendes < 
Christianity would have found out instances of £m 
are or deception. Besides, the apostles must ha^ 
known that the facts which they recorded were eiilw 
true or false. False, they could not helieve the: 
to be ; for they gained no advantage in the presei 
world by publishing them to mankind, but, on tl: 
contrary, they suffered the loss of all things— ev€ 
life itself — tiirough publishing them. ■ Thus fi 
impostors do not usually go to gain credit. 
this point the conclusion of Dr. Paley is irresisi 
ble : ** These men could not be deceivers. By on 
not bearing testimony, they might have avoided a 
their sufferings, and have lived quietly. Wou 
men, in such circumstances, pretend to have see 
what they never saw; assert facts of which the 
had no knowledge ; go about lying to teach virtue 
and, though not only convinced of Christ's beii 
an impostor, but having seen the success of h 
imposture in the cinicifixion, yet persist in carryii] 
it on, and so persist as to bring upon themselve 
for nothing, and with a full knowledge of the coi 
sequences, enmity and hatred, danger and death ! 

" There are four circumstances," says the Ke 
E. Watson, "which never fail to give credibilil 
to a witness, whether he depose to anything oral! 
or ih writing. 

** 1. That he is a person of virtuous and sob( 
character. 

" 2. That he was in circumstances certainly i 
know the truth of what he relates. 

"3. That he has no interest in making good tb 
story. 

'^4. That his account is circumstantial. 



FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS^ 183 

• • " Ea the highest degree these guarantees of faith- 
ful and exact testimony meet in the evangelists and 
apostles." 

Havmg so many proofs that Jesus is the Son of 
God ; tjiat his mission was Divine ; let us approach 
him with confidence, that he is both willing and able 
to save to the uttermost aU that come to God by him. 



QUESTIONS ON THE PRECEDING SUBJECT. 

in. The necessity of Christ's miracles appears — 1. As visi- 
ble proofB of Divine approbation. To what did onr Saviour 
-freqiieiitly appeal as proofs, not only of his power, but also of 
hie being sent of God ? Of what does Dr. Dwight say a mira- 
cle becomes a proof ? Whose testimony is a miracle ? What 
can the Supreme Being never do ? What would it be to sup- 
pose the contrary ? 

2. From what does the necessity of a miracnlons interposi- 
tion by the Redeemer to establish his religion appear ? As 
the coming of Jesus was designed to abrogate the ritual law 
and establi^ the gospel dispensation, what was necessary ? 
What was not likely ? What was a recital of our Saviour's 
miracles intended to do ? What were the messengers to tell 
John T yfhen John had heard of these miracles, would he ask 
for any further proof of the divinity of Christ's mission ? To 
whom would the power of these miracles have carried equal 
conviction, had they not been wilfully blind ? What did Jesus 
say about his works ? 

lY. The credibility of Christ's miracles is capable of ample 
proof. What do we mean by credibility ? What are matters 
of feict, and capable of being proved by proper evidences as 
other &cts are ? 

1. What were of such a nature that the senses of mankind 
could perceive that both the events were real and their origin 
supernatural ? What does Archbishop Tillotson say are ne- 
cessary to a miracle ? Were the miracles of Jesus supema- 
tnral and evident to the senses of mankind ? If such were the- 
miracles of Jesus, can you give me two or three instances of 
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CHAPTER XII. 

TOE DEATH OF OHBIST. 



PART 1. ^ 

AU iht mured records which refer to Jesus are interesting-^, 
Memark* on his spoiler life — Questions on tht precedinf 

** When Jesus therefore had received the Tinegar, he said, 
It is finished : and he howed his head, and gave up the ghost." 

JOBH SIX. 80. 

EvBRTTHTNO connected with the Saviour is inter- 
esting to the Christian's mind. Every declaration 
which God gave in reference to the Redeemer, from 
the time that it was said that ** the seed of the 
woman should bruise the serpent's head" till the 
angel appeared to the highly favoured virgin, to 
inform her that she should conceive and bring forth 
a son, and call his name Jesus. These revelations 
of the Messiah brighten the pages of the Old Tes- 
tament, inspired the pious Jews to wait for the 
" consolation of Israel," and gradually unfolded the 
scheme of Divine mercy to the world. 

More interesting still are the birth and life of 
the Redeemer — all his sayings, his sermons, and 
his miracles. How deeply interesting, then, is the 
event narrated in this passage. Last words, last 
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looks, and last actions of our dying friends mak< 
an indelible impression upon our minds. Here w< 
have the last, or some of the last expressions whid 
fell from the lips of Him who is a Friend above al 
others. He said, ''It is finished," and then hi 
immediately bowed his head, and gave np thi 
ghost, and died. 

I. Here let me call your attention to what h 
accomplished. 

1. He fiuished a spotless life. The perfectioi 
of his character is given by St. Paul, who declare 
he was ** holy, harmless, undefiUd, and sepa/ra;UfrG% 
sinners" Here is positive excellence; absolut 
freedom from the guilt of injuring others ; freedoi 
from personal corruption ; and separation from a] 
sinful beings. St. Peter asserts that " he did n* 
sin ;" that " guile was not found in his mouth ; 
and styles him '' a Lamb without blemish and witb 
out spot ;'* and St. John declares that " in him wa 
no sin." 

Hear, too, the testimony of his enemies. Judas 
acquainted with Jesus*s public and private conduct 
declared, *' I have sinned, in that I have betraye< 
innocent blood." Pilate, the judge, having hear< 
the accusations brought against him, and havinj 
examined him in the open court, declared, " I fim 
no fault in this man." If such is the united evi 
dence of the holiness of Jesus by good men an< 
bad men, who can reasonably doubt his purity 
But this is only the negative side of his charactei 

He was perfectly obedient to the Divine la\i 
His perfect obedience sprang from his perfect holi 
ness. From his first appearance in our nature t 
his entrance into glory, he was perfectly obedien 
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to tbe will of his heavenly Father. Bead his his- 
toiy by the evangelists. He was godliness moving 
and breathing from place to place ; " the ten com- 
mandments walking up and down in the flesh ; the 
gospel in real life ; the grace of God incarnate." 
Every virtue and excellency that can adorn the cha- 
racter was seen in its maturity in the person of 
Jedus. He was ** altogether lovely." 

Hiis purity he maintained in all his trials and 
sufferings. " When he was reviled, he reviled not 
again; when he suffered, he threatened not, but 
committed himself to him who judgeth righteously." 
Though his enemies accused him falsely — returned 
him hatred for love — scorn for compassion — insults 
for kindness — stripes for blessings — death for life 
—yet his affection was so great that he wept over 
them, and prayed for their present and eternal sal- 
vation. Thus he hath left us an example that we 
should follow his steps. 



QUESTIONS ON THE PBECEDING SUBJECT. 

What is interesting to the Ohristian's mind ? What d^scla- 
Tations in particular are interesting ? What do these revela- 
tioDB do ; whom do they inspire ; and what do they nnfold ? 
What are more interesting still? What event is so deeply 
interesting? What make an indelihle impression on our 
minds ? Bnt what have we here which fell from the lips of 
Him who is a Friend ahove all others ? 

L Here let me call your attention to what he accomplished. 

1. What did he finish ? By whom is the perfection of hiis 
character given? What does St. Paul declare? What is 
there here, or in this declaration of St. Paul, '* Holy, harm- 
less, tmdefiled, and separate from sinners ?" What does St. 
Peter assert of Ohrist, and what does he style him ? What 
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does St. John declare of him ? Whose testimony shonld ve 
hear? What did Judas declare in reference to his -paa^l 
Pilate, having heard the accusations against him, and hftTOg 
examined Jesus in the open court, what did he declare ? "Wlist 
cannot he reasonably doubted if such is the united erideoM 
of the holiness of Jesus by good men and bad men ? Boi of 
what is this only ? What was he ? From what did his per- 
fect obedience spring ? To what was he perfectly obedieni, 
from his first appearance in our nature to his entrance into 
glory ? What should we read ? What was he, moving vA 
breathing from place to place ? What was he, waiting up 
and down in the flesh ? What was he in real life ? "What 
was he, incarnate ? What was seen in its maturity in the 
person of Jesus ? Wliat was he altogether ? In what did be 
maintain this purity ? What did he do vdien he was reviled, 
and when he suffered ? How great was his affection for his 
enemies, though they accused him falsely, returned him hatred 
for love, scorn for compassion, insult for kindness, stripes for 
blessings, and death for life ? What has he thus left us ? 



PART 2. 

THE DEATH OF CHBIST. 



The accomplishment of prophecy relative to the life and death 
of Jesus — JB^e closed the Mosaic dispensation — Sis tuffer- 
ings and death were sacrificial — Questions on tht preced- 
ing subject, 

2. He then accomplished all that had been writ- 
ten by Moses and the prophets concerning his life 
and death. " To him gave all the prophets witness." 
** They testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ 
and the glory that should follow." But many of 
their prophetical declarations were so obscure and 
mysterious that the crucifixion alone could make 
them plain. They foretold that the Messiah was 
to be a sufferer and a conqueror ; to be the star of 
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aeob ax>d the root of Jesse; to be despised and 
^ected of men, and yet the desire of all nations. 
It was in his death that these apparent contradic- 
tions were reconciled. That to the accomplish- 
ment of the Scripture concerning himself he had 
aUosion when he said, *' It is finished/* is evident 
from the words preceding, ** Jesus, knowing that 
all things were now accomplished, that the Scrip- 
ture might be fulfilled saith, I thirst. And they 
filled a sponge with yinegar, and put it upon hys- 
sop, and put it to his mouth. When Jesus, there- 
fore, had received the vinegar, he said. It is 
finished." 

3. Then was closed the Mosaic dispensation. 
The ceremonial law, with all its rites, was a shadow 
or figure of Him that was to come, and continued 
in force till the death of Christ ; for he ate the pass- 
over with his disciples, Luke xxii. 14-18. But when 
he said, " It is finished," the signal was given for 
the abrogation of the ritual law. The priestly robes 
were to be worn no more ; the mitre, the ephod, 
and the breastplate were now set aside ; the golden 
censer, the smoking incense, were dispensed with ; 
the altar» that had burned for ages with the costly 
victims were extinguished ; Jesus, by his one offer- 
ing, abolished sacrifices for ever, and became the 
great High Priest of succeeding generations, Eph. 
ii. 13-22 ; Heb. viii. 7-13. " The law was given by 
Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ," 
John i. 17. 

4, Then was finished the grand sacrifice for sin. 
When Christ died upon the cross, he made a full 
and perfect satisfaction for the sins of the whole 
worla^ Bom. iii. 23-26. No explanation can be 

a2 
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given of the snfFeiisgs of Christ consistent with the 
dbaracter of God, but that he suffered by vrsj of 
propitiation ; with which the scriptural account of 
his sufferings agrees. " All we, like sheep, have 
gone astray ; we have turned every one to his own 
way ; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquitjr 
of us all." He became our substitute, and took our 
place in law, and therefore the penalty of the law 
due to us was executed upon him. If his sufferings 
were not propitiatory, what was the meaning of that 
lamentation in Gethsemane's garden, " My soul is 
exceeding sorrowful, even unto death ?" Ah ! he 
felt the sword of Divine justice already pointed to 
his breast. And what was the meaning of that ex- 
clamation on the cross, " My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me ?" Admit the doctrine of 
the atonement, and then we have a satisfactory rea- 
son assigned for his anguish. 

That his sufferings and death were sacrificial is 
evident from his own testimony : " This is my blood 
of the New Testament, which is shed for many for 
the remission of sins." Paul likewise states that 
" we have redemption through his blood, the for- 
giveness of sins." And John also asserts that "he 
is the propitiation for our sins ; and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the whole world." Here 
is the foundation of our hope of salvation. Here 
let your wonder rise while gazing on redeeming 
love, all love excelling. 

But this was his own act; he offered himself for 
the sinful. In this partly consisted the perfection 
of his sacrifice. Hear, O heavens, and be glad, O 
earth, for he said, " I lay down my life. No man 
taketh it from me." " He gave himself." It was 
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hhi own free choice. Not all the forces of earth and 
hell could hava touched his life had he not been 
willing to die. Of this he gave an unquestionable 
proof in Gethsemane's garden, when, at his sajing, 
*' I am he" his enemies went backward and fell to 
the ground. He could as easily have struck them 
dead. If Jesus, then, voluntarily offered himself 
for US, shall we not love and serve him in return ? 
The love of Christ will furnish the song to the re- 
deemed in heaven while eternal ages roll, " Unto 
him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
his own blood, be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever." 



QUESTIONS ON THE PRECEDING SUBJECT. 

2. What did he then accomplish ? Who gave witness to 
him ? What were some of their prophetical declarations, that 
his cmcifizion alone could make them plain ? In what were 
their apparent contradictions reconciled ? To what had he 
aUosion when he said, " It is finished ?" From what is this 
evident ? What are the words preceding his memorahle ex- 
pression, ** It is finished ?'* 

3. What did he then close ? What was the ceremonial law, 
with all its rites, and how long did it remain in force ? With 
whom did Christ eat the passover hefore his death ? What 
was given for the abrogation of the ritnal law when Christ 
said, '*It is finished?" What were to be worn no more? 
What were to be set aside ? What were to be dispensed with ? 
What were to be extingoished ? Who, by his one offering, 
abolished sacrifices for ever ? By whom was the law given, 
and by whom did grace and tmth come ? 

4. What was then finished for sin ? What did Christ do for 
tbB KDB of the whole world, when he died upon the cross ? 
What cannot be given of the sufferings of Christ consistent 
with the character of God, bat thathe suffered by way of pro- 
pitiation ? What have all we like sheep done, and npon whom 
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hafh the Lord laid the iniqidty of ns all ? Whose sabetitnte 
did he become, and whose place in law did he take ? Whai, 
therefore, due to ns, was executed npon him } What £d he 
say in reference to the sorrowfulness of his sonl in Gethse- 
mane*8 garden ? What did he feel when he said, " My soul 
is exceeding sorrowfol, even nnto death }** What did he say 
on the cross, when lamenting the absence of his Father? 
What should we admit, and tiien haye a satisfSsictory reason 
assigned for his angoish ? 

On this point what is the testimony of Jesus } What does 
Paul state } And what does John also assert ? What is here 
the foundation of our hope of salyation? What should rise 
while gazing on redeeming love, all love excelling } 

Whose act was this to offer himself for the sinfol } In 
what partly consisted the perfection of his sacrifice ? What 
did he say as an eyidence of his willingness } Who gave him- 
self ? Whose choice was it? Who could not have touched 
his life had he not been willing to die ? What proof have we 
of this ? As his enemies all went backward, and fell to the 
ground, at his simply saying, " I am he," what could he aa 
easily have done } If Jesus Toluntarily offered himself for 
ns, what should we then do in return ? What will famish the 
song of the redeemed in heaven while eternal ages roll ? What 
is the song they will sing ? 



PART 3. 

THE DEXtH OV CHBIST. 



Christ triumphed over all his enemies — He vanquished death, 
and took possession of his amazing empire — Questions on the 
preceding subject. 

6. On the hill of Calvary he overcame the world, 
and triumphed over all his enemies. Then also 
he conquered death, who had captivated his mil- 
lions. It is true the Saviour fell in the conflict. 
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bat he conquered when he fell. '* When the Sa- 
yiour rose, he vanquished death, crushed his sting, 
destroyed his mortal venom, demolished his throne, 
invaded his territories, and took possession of his 
amazing empire. He broke asunder those bonds 
by means of which death had detained his captives. 
It was impossible they should hold him. He is 
the prince of life.'' On this point Dr. Clarke states, 
" That by the merit of his own death, making atone- 
ment for sin, and procuring the almighty energy of 
the Holy Spirit, he might counterwork, or render me- 
Ims and inefectual all the operations of him who had 
power or iiyfluence to bring death into the world, so 
that death, which was intended by him who was a 
murderer from the beginning to be the final ruin 
of mankind, becomes the instrument of their exalta- 
tion and endless glory ; and thus the death brought 
in by Satan is counterworked and rendered ineffectual 
by tiie death of Christ," Heb. ii. 14 ; Hos. xiii. 14. 
" Through death" Christ destroyed " him who had 
the power of death, that is, the devil." " He ex- 
piated," says Wylie, "that on which his power was 
founded, even sin. When he met the tyrant in 
conflict, he wrested from him the sword which jus- 
tice had put into his hand, and returned it into its 
sc&bbard. He plucked from him the keys of hell 
and of death, and hung them on his own girdle," 
Eev. i. 18. In virtue of this achievement, the 
Christian can say, '' O death ! where is thy sting ? 
O grave ! where is thy victory ? Thanks be to God, 
who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ," 1 Cor. xv. 56-«7. 

On calvary also he conquered the prince of hell. 
He spoiled principalities and powers, and made a 
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show of them openly, Col. ii. 15. No sooner had 
Satan and his adherents been cast out of heaven 
for their rebellion, than they were marshalled afresh 
to invade the rights of the great God in his world, 
and make it, as far as they could, the province of 
hell. They entered the garden of Eden, and in- 
duced our first parents to rebel against their Maker. 
This was their first triimiph in this world. From 
that time they have sought the ruin of mankind by 
persuading them to commit sin of every species. 
In the heathen world in particular, the prince of 
hell founded his kingdom of darkness. It is he 
who influenced them to build their temples, form 
their idols, arrange their ceremonies, and to sacri- 
fice unto devils; and everywhere, excepting the land 
of Judea, the glory of the incorruptible God was 
changed into images made like to corruptible man, 
and his truth into a lie. Such was the state of this 
world when the Captain of our salvation came from 
heaven to destroy the works of the devil. In this 
grand work of rescuing man from the grasp of de- 
vils, and bringing him back to God, Jesus was fre- 
quently attacked by the prince of hell; but the 
mighty conflict was reserved especially for the hill 
of Calvary. Then rank after rank of " principali- 
ties and powers" were marshalled to the field of 
action ; but though the Prince of Life was single- 
handed, the issue was not doubtfiil ; the triumphant 
Sufferer stood firm. At last he gave the signal of 
his conquest, saying, *' It is finished !" He then 
scattered the whole host of his foes, and " made a 
show of them openly, triumphing over them," Col. 
ii. 15. 
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tJUBSTIONS ON THE PRECEDING SUBJECT. 

5. What did Christ gain oyer all his enemies ? What did 
he do on the hill of Calvary i Whom did he conquer who had 
oaptiyated his millions ? What did the Saviour do when he 
rose ? What was impossihle i What is he ? What does Dr. 
CHarke state on this point ? Through death, what did Christ 
do ? What does Wjlie say that Christ then did ? What oan 
the Christian say in virtue of this achievement ? 

Whom did Christ also conquer on the hill of Calvary? 
Whom did he spoil, and make a show of them openly } What 
did Satan and bis adherents do when cast out of heaven ? 
Why were they marshalled afresh ? Where did they enter ? 
For what purpose did they enter the garden of Eden } What 
triumph was this? From what time have they sought the 
mill of mankind ? By what means have they sought the ruin 
of mankind ? What did the prince of hell do in the heathen 
world ? What did he influence them to do ? What was the 
state of things everywhere excepting in the land of Judea, 
when the Captain of our salvation came from heaven to destroy 
the works of the devil? Who attacked Jesus when in his 
grand work of rescuing man and bringing him back to G-od ? 
For what place was the mighty conflict reserved ? Who were 
then marshalled on the hiU of Calvary, to attack the Prince 
of life when he stood single-handed ? What was not doubt- 
ltd ? Who stood firm ? what did he say when he gave the 
flignal oi his conquest ? What did he then do ? What did 
he make of his foes openly ? 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

THE BESURBECTIOll OF GHBI8T. 



PART 1. 

The resurrection of Christ is one of the most important fauU — 
This fad stated toith beauty and simpUcity — Mary Magda- 
lene and others visited the sepulchre — Jesus appears first to 
Mary Magdalene, and then to others — Questions on the pre- 
ceding subject. 

" The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared onto Simon.*' 

LUEE XXIY. 34. 

The resurrection of the Lord Jesus is a fact the 
most glorious and important. Indeed, it is the 
corner-stone which supports the fabric of our com- 
mon Christianity. Without the resurrection of 
Christ, our Bible would be a lifeless book, and our 
religion a system of mere formality. " If Christ 
be not risen," argues the apostle, " then is our 
preaching vain, and your faith is also vain ; yea, 
and we are found false witnesses for God. And if 
Christ be not raised, ye are yet in your sins. Then 
they also who have fallen asleep in Christ are pe- 
rished." But, "the Lord is risen indeed;" and 
his resurrection is the bright sun of our holy reli- 
gion, which throws its rays back to the earliest ages 
of our world, and forward to the latest period of 
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tiine, opening our way to a happy immortality. As 
this is one of the most important facts in the £ible» 
Divine Providence has taken particular care that it 
be well attested by both friends and foes, and by 
every requisite circumstance. So important was 
this fact in the estimation of the apostles, that they 
deemed it right to select Matthias to be an apostle 
and a witness of the resurrection of Christ, in the 
place of Judas, as he had accompanied them all 
the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among 
them. They also made it the principal subject of 
their preaching on many occasions, and the Holy 
Spirit honoured their efforts with an abundance of 
success : ^* And with great power gave the apostles 
witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus : and 
great grace was upon them all." 

Widi what beauty and simplicity do the sacred 
writers lead us, step by step, to the fact of Christ's 
resurrection. Pilate having ascertained the reality 
of Jesus's death, gave the body to Joseph, an 
honourable counsellor, who laid it in his own 
tomb, hewn out of the rock. How stiiking was the 
order of Divine Providence in this particular I Jo- 
seph was a rich man, and had influence with Pilate, 
and he was influenced to procure the body of Jesus, 
that the prophecy might be accomplished which 
foretold that, though the Messiah should die with 
the wicked, he should be buried with the rich. As 
the Jews usually buried the criminals on the day 
on which they were executed, Jesus would have 
been interred with the other criminals had not Jo- 
seph obtained his request. Joseph, having made 
the needful preparations, hastened through the 
crowd, which, it is supposed, still surrounded the 
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cross ; and, with the assistance of some friends of 
Jesns, took down the body. A.nd as the Jewish 
Sabbath was nigh at hand, there was no time to 
anoint the body, except with the tears of his loving 
followers. It was, however, wrapped in a clean 
linen cloth — emblem of the spotless innocence of 
Him whose remains it contained. Then Jesus 
was borne to the sepulchre in the rock, where 
never man before was laid. The stony door closed 
up the sacred body ; and when the sun had set in 
the western sky, the attendants retired from the 
scene. 

After the burial of Jesus, his enemies remem- 
bered that he had predicted that he would rise 
again on the third day ; therefore, by the permis- 
sion of the governor, they placed a Roman guard 
around the sepulchre, and the High Priest sSixed 
his seal on the door of the tomb, to prevent his 
coming forth. Thus every precaution was taken 
which fear could suggest or malice employ ; but all 
these eflforts gave greater evidence and grandeur to 
his glorious resurrection. 

On the third day, early in the morning, Mary 
Magdalene, the other Mary, and Salome set out to 
visit the sepulchre, and in conversation said ona^lftj^ 
another, " Who shall roll us away the stone ff V^ 
the door of the sepulchre ?" Upon their approa 
they found that the stone was already removeu 
Mary Magdalene, suspecting that the body of her 
Lord had been carried off by enemies, left her com- 
panions, and returned to inform Peter and John 
what she had seen. These two apostles, surprised 
at the report, ran to the sepulchre that they might 
judge for themselves. They found the body miss- 
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ing, bat the burial clothes folded up and laid in 
separate places. Peter and John having departed, 
Ibry Magdalene apparently returned to weep at 
the grave ; and while gazing on the spot, she saw 
two angels in a glorious form, who sat as guards 
o?er the place where Jesus had lain. The heavenly 
zaessengers directly addressed these comfortable 
v?ords to her, "Woman, why weepest thou?*' 
Scarcely had she told them the cause of her grief, 
>efore Jesus put the same question to her, " Wor 
nan, why weepest thou ?" At the first glance she 
:00k him for the gardener ; but her mistake was 
inunediately corrected when she heard him pi*o- 
uonnce her name, " Mary," in the same affection- 
ate manner as on former occasions ; then she ex- 
claimed, "Eabboni," which is to say, "Master." 
Then the fact of his resurrection was made known. 
^ And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, 
be took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave 
to them. And their eyes were opened, and they 
knew him; and he vanished out of their sight. And 
they said one to another. Did not our hearts burn 
witjiin us, while he talked with us by the way, and 
while he opened to us the Scripture ? And they 
rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, 
and found the eleven gathered together, and them 
that were with them, saying. The Lord is risen 
indeed, and hath appeared to Simon." 



QUESTIONS ON THE PRECEDING SUBJECT. 

Whftt kind of a foot is the resnrreotion of the Lord Jesns } 
"What kind of a stone is it, and what does it support ? What 
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would our Bible and our religion be without the resuneotion 
of GhrlBt ? "If Ghrist be not risen," what does the apostie 
argae ? As the Lord is risen indeed, of what is his resnrreo- 
tion the bright snn, and in what direction does it throw its 
rays, and to what does it open the way ? As this is one of the 
most important fetcts in the Bible, what has Divine ProTidenoe 
done to sostain it ? As the apostles viewed this as an import- 
ant fetct, whom did they deem it right to select, in the place of 
Judas, to be a witness of it ? What was their particular rea- 
son for selecting Matthias ? Of what did they make it the 
principal subject on many occasions, and who honoured their 
efforts with an abundance of success ? What did the apostles 
do with great power, and what was upon them all ? 

To what do the sacred writers lead us, step by step, with 
beauty and simplicity? When Pilate had ascertained tiie 
reality of Jesus's death, to whom did he give his boc^? 
Where did Joseph lay it ? What is striking in this particu- 
lar ? In what respect is it striking ? On what day did the 
Jews usually bury their criminals, and how would Jesus havd 
been interred had not Joseph obtained his request. Joseph 
having made these preparations, what did he then do ^ As 
the Jewish Sabbath was nigh at hand, what was there not 
time to do, except with the tears of his loving followers ? In 
what was the body wrapped, and of what was the clean linen 
cloth an emblem ? To what place was the loved Jesus borne, 
where never man before was laid ? When the stony door had 
closed up the sacred body of their Lord, and the sun had set, 
what did the friends of Jesus then do ? 

After the burial of Jesus, what did the enemies remember ? 
What did they then do, by the permission of the governor, to 
prevent his coming forth ? What was taken which fear could 
suggest or malice employ ? What did all tiiese efforts give } 

Who set out on the third day, early in the morning, to visit 
the sepulchre? Upon their approach, what did they find? 
What did Mary Magdalene suspect, and what did she do ? Pe- 
ter and John, having heard Mary's report, what did they do, 
that they might judge for themselves ? What did tibey find ? 
Peter and John having departed, who returned apparently to 
weep at the grave ? While gazing on the spot, what did she 
see ? What ddd the heavenly messengers say unto her ? When 
she had scarcely told the cause of her grief, who put the same 
question to her ? Whom did she take him to be at the first 
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Cteiuse? When was her mistake corrected? What did she 
then ezolaim ? What was then made known } What then 
oame to pass? 



PABT 2. 

THB BESUBBECTION OF OHBIST. 

Z%e reality of the Saviour* s deaths-Sis body missing from the 
eepulehre — The testimony of the apostles to the fact of his 
returrection-^Qaestions on the preceding svhject. 

The resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ is so 
clearly stated that further arguments in support of 
it are hardly necessary ; but for the benefit of the 
young who seek after truth, we shall give a few. 

I. Let us notice the fact asserted — " The Lord is 
risen indeed." 

1. Notice the reality of the Saviour's death. On 
this both friends and foes agree. His death took 
place too publicly to be denied ; and the various 
circumstances of time, place, and persons connected 
with-it, give an undoubted evidence of its reality. 
We have also the testimony of the soldiers, and of 
Pilate. When the Jews requested of Pilate that 
the bodies hanging on the cross might be removed, 
and that their legs might be broken, the soldiers 
brake not the legs of Jesus, <' seeing that he was 
dead already." Pilate was still reluctant to give 
the body to Joseph ; and therefore, " calling unto 
him the centurion, he asked him whether he had 
been any while dead. And when he ki^ew it of the 
centurion, he gave the body to Joseph," Mark xv. 
14» 16. 
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The reality of the Saviour's death was fiorther ^ 
evidenced by the brutal rage of one of the soldiers, 
who " with a spear pierced his side," when " forth- 
with came there out blood and water." Had life 
remained, that wound must have been mortal, and 
is an incontestible proof of his death. When the 
spear was withdrawn, there followed "blood and 
water." An old divine says, '* The water denoting 
the purifying grace of his Spirit, and the blood the. 
expiation of our guilt." Thank God that the 
pierced side of Jesus has provided ** a fountain foi 
sin and uucleanness," Zech. xiii. 11. 

2. It is not only evident that Jesus died, bat 
that his body was missing from the seprdchre oi 
the third day. The disciples said, " The Lord 
risen," and their enemies declared that the bod; 
was stolen ; yet both agree that the sepulchre wa 
found empty on the morning of the third da>^- 
Now there were but two ways in which it could b c 
missing : it was taken away either by the disciplei? 
or the Boman guard, or it was raised according to 
the Scriptures. Early on the first day of the week 
the guard reported the circumstances of the resur- 
rection, as the descent of an angel from heaven, 
the rolling away the stone from the doors of the 
sepulchre, the great earthquake, and the fact of 
their own terror ; for they " did shake and became 
as dead men." The chief priests having heard 
their statements, bribed them to say, " His disci- 
ples came and stole him away while we slept." St. 
Augustine says, "Either they were asleep or awake : 
if they were awake, why should they suffer the body 
to be taken away ? If asleep, how could they know 
the disciples took it away ? How dare they depose 
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fiiat it was stolen ?'* To say that " his disciples 
came and stole him away while we slept/' carries 
its own refutation. How could the timid disciples, 
so few in numher, actually take away the body of 
Jesus, which was guarded by at least sixty armed 
men, trained for war? And how is it likely that 
so many men as composed the guard would all fall 
asleep in the open-air at once ? But suppose they 
-were all asleep, it is not likely that they could sleep 
soundly with all the noise which must necessarily 
be made by removing the great stone from the 
mouth of the sepulchre. Besides, if the Sanhe- 
drim had been suspicious that the disciples were 
in possession of the dead body, they would, for 
their own credit, doubtless have imprisoned them, 
and used means to recover it, which would have 
quashed the report of Christ's resurrection for ever. 
As the disciples did not commit the theft, who did ? 
Did the enemies ? If, so, then why did they not 
bring it forward? This would have decided the 
question of the resurrection in their favour, and 
have stifled in its birth, at once and for ever, the 
the infant and rising religion. Therefore, viewing 
these circumstances, we come to the conclusion of 
the apostles, " The Lord is risen indeed." 

8. But we turn to the testimony of the apostles 
themselves. These had the evidence of sight ; for 
Christ appeared often to them after his resurrec- 
tion, and to many who had been personally ac- 
quainted with him before his crucifixion. In the 
Scriptures we have no less than eleven distinct 
appearances of Christ after his resurrection and 
previous to his ascension. The apostle Paul says, 
" I delivered unto you first of all that which I also 
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received, how that Christ died for our sins, accord- 
ing to the Scriptures; and that he was seen by 
Cephas, then by the twelve : after that he was seen 
by above ^ve hundred brethren at once ; of whom 
the greater part remain unto this present, but some 
are fallen asleep ; after that he was seen by James, 
then by all the apostles. And last of all, he was 
seen by me also, as one bom out of due time,*' 1 
Cor. XV. 3-8. The apostles having such clear 
demonstrations of the Saviour's resurrection, fear- 
lessly published it, and established the great fietct 
for which they contended. The resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus is the life of the Christian church, 
the glory of the Eedeemer, and the foundation of 
our triumphant song : ** Thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ," 1 Cor. xv. 57. 



QUESTIONS ON THE PRECEDING SUBJECT. 

What is so clearly stated that farther argnments are hardly 
necessary in support of it ? For whose henefit shall we giye 
a few arguments ? 
I. The fact asserted — ** The Lord is risen indeed." 
1. What kind of evidence have we of the reality of the Sa- 
viour*s death ? Who agree on this point ? What took place 
too publicly to be denied, and what circumstances gave an 
undoubted evidence of its reality ? Whose testimony have 
we also of the reality of the Saviour's death ? Whom did the 
Jews request that the bodies might be removed from the cross, 
and that their legs might be broken ? Whose legs did the 
soldiers not break ? Why did they not break them ? Who 
was still reluctant to give the body to Joseph ? Whom did 
Pilate call unto him ? What did he ask the centurion ? And 
when he knew that Jesus was dead, to whom did he give the 
body? 
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Sow was the reality of the Saviour's death farther evidenced ? 
JHiAt must have heen mortal had life remained ; and what 
dud of proof is it of his death ? What followed when the 
near was withdrawn ? What does an old divine say about 
the " Uood and water ?'* What has the pierced side of Jesos 
profided? 

2. As it is evident that Jesus died, what was missing from 
fhe sepnlchre on the third day ? What did the disciples say 
ftboot the resurrection of Jesus ? And what did their enemies 
declare } On what do they both agree ? How many ways 
were there in which the body could be missing ? By whom 
waa it taken away, or raised according to tl^e Scriptures? 
When ^d the guard report the circumstances of the resurrec- 
tion ? What were the circumstances which they reported of 
ttie reBurreetion ? What did the chief priests do, having heard 
their statements? What were the soldiers bribed to say? 
What does St. Augustine say on this point ? What does it 
pBoj to say that ** His disciples came and stole him away 
while we slept ?** What is fturther said about the timid dis- 
(Biples taking away the body of Jesus ? And what is said of 
the goaid being asleep ? But suppose they were all asleep, 
what is not likely ? What would the Sanhedrim have done 
had they been suspicious that the disciples were in the pos- 
session of the dead body ? Who did not commit the theft ? 
If the enemies had committed the theft, and brou^t forward 
the body, what would this have decided, and what would it 
have stifled in its birth? Viewing these circumstances, to 
what conclusion do we come ? 

8. To whose testimony do we turn ? What kind of evidence 
had these ? When did Ghrist appear unto them ? And to what 
other persons did he appear after his resurrection ? In the 
Scriptures how many times are recorded of Ghrist's api)earing 
after his resurrection, and previous to his ascension ? What 
does St. Paul say in his condensed account of those who be- 
held the Saviour afber his resurrection ? The apostles having 
floeh clear demonstration of the Saviour's resurrection, how 
did they publish it, and what did they establish ? Of what is 
the resurrection of the Lord Xesus the life, the glory, and the 
frandation? 
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PART 8. 

THB BESUBBKCTION OF CHBIST. 

The resurrection of Christ well attested — 7%e eondiiiim oythe 
apostles who attested it — They were effe-witnessa — Ilkeir 
widence agreed — The time when and the placet wherw thejf 
fave their evidence — The motives which induced them to 
publish the fact — Chd affixed his seal of approbation to ^eir 
testimony — Questions on the preceding subject, 

• 

II. As the resurrection of Christ is an event of 
the greatest importance to the happiness of man- 
kind and to the honour of God, Divine Providence 
took care that it should be well attested. One evi- 
dence after another was added to prevent or remove 
every doubt. Jesus '' showed himself alive after 
his passion by many infallible proofs" (Aets L 8), 
till he had convinced the most unbelieving, and 
and satisfied the most scrupulous of his disciples 
of the reality of the fact. Therefore *' with great 
power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus ;" and their testimony is suflS- 
cient evidence. 

1. Consider their condition. Had they been men 
of rank, influence, or genius, we might have ima- 
gined that the people had been improperly won to 
the believe of the resurrection of Christ. But the 
apostles were poor, despised, and illiterate men. 
We cannot therefore conceive how they could suc- 
ceed in deceiving the whole church. 

2. They were eye-witnesses of the facts they avowed. 
Though they did not see the angel roll away the 
stone from the door of the sepulchre, nor the Sa- 
viour rise from his grave, yet they were several 
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les in his company after his resurrection. They 
IB him, touched him, ate with him, and conversed 
ith him. Hear the statement of St. John : '' That 
ihich we have seen with our eyes, which we have 
ooked upon, and our hands have handled of the word 
jf life, declare we unto you." Surely these sober- 
minded men, men of the strictest veracity, are 
worthy of credit. 

8. On this point there is an agreement in their 
evidence. They unanimously depose that Christ 
rose from the dead. It is true that Thomas, one 
of the twelve, not being with them when Jesus had 
appeared to them, expressed his disbelief of his re- 
surrection when his fellow-disciples told him that 
they had seen the Lord, and said unto them, " Ex- 
cept I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, 
and thrust my hand into his side, Itoillnot believe.** 
But this declaration is not an evidence of the want 
of agreement in the views of the apostles, but rather 
furnishes materials on which to ground an argu- 
ment in support of the resurrection of Christ. It 
shows that Thomas was not forward to believe it 
until he had full evidence of the certainty of the 
fact When Jesus afterwards appeai*ed, he said to 
Thomas, in the presence of the other disciples, 
" Thomas, reach hither thy finger, and behold my 
hands ; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it 
into my side ; and be not faithless, but believing. 
And Thomas answered and said unto him, " My 
Lord and my God." After this, it does not appear 
that any of the apostles entertained a doubt of 
Christ's resurrection. Their enemies find no dis- 
agreement — they discover no contradiction in their 
testimony. Whether they are separated one from 
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another, or are together, they all declare the same 
fact, that Jesns was risen from the deadL 

4. The time when and the places where the 
apostles gave their evidence, maj he regarded in 
support of the fact of the resurrection of Christ 
Had they waited a few years after the event had 
taken place, or gone to distant countries to pnhlish 
them, there would have been room for suspicion ; 
but three days after the crucifixion of Christy they 
declared that he was risen again. And in Jerusa- 
lem, on the day of Pentecost, they openly and hcldly 
re-echoed their testimony to '' Parthians, and Modes, 
and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, 
and in Judea and Cappadocia, in Pontus and Asia, 
Phrygia and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts 
of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Borne, 
Jews and proselytes." Peter, in particular, stated, 
when addressing the listening multitude, "Ye men 
of Israel, hear these words ; Jesus of Nazareth, a 
a man approTed of God among you by miracles, 
and wonders, and signs, which God did by him in 
the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know, him, 
being delivered by the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked 
hands have crucified and slain ; whom God hath 
raised up, having loosed the pains of death; because 
it was not possible that he should be holden of it." 
" This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are 
witnesses." Thousands heard that powerful ser- 
mon, and embraced Christianity. If the resurrec- 
tion of Christ had been a fraud, it is not likely that 
the apostles would have come forward to publish it 
at the above time and place. What religion was 
ever so supported and attested ? 
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6. The motives which induced the apostles to 
publish the fact of Christ's resurrection were dif- 
ferent from those which usually influence the minds 
of impostors. It was not to acquire fame, riches, 
and glory. They had to face persecution and im- 
prisonment ; yet they persisted in their testimony 
till death, and signed the truths they had publiihed 
with the last drop of their blood. What, then, 
GOnld induce them to deliver the testimony ? Nothing 
less than a clear conviction of the resurrection of 
Christ, and its importance to the happiness of man- 
kind, and to the honour of God. 

6. To the testimony of the apostles respecting 
the resurrection of Christ, God was pleased to affix 
his seal of approbation, by the display of his mira- 
culous power. The miracle of the gift of tongues 
was in proof of the resurrection and ascension of 
Jesus Christ; and the miracles of healing were 
wrought by ^e apostles in their Master's name, 
and ^erefore were proofs both of his resurrection 
and of their commission. Indeed, of the want of 
supernatural evidence the Jews, the ancient ene- 
mies of Christianity, never complained. For a 
further illustration read the interesting account of 
the man who was healed in the name of Jesus at 
the gate of the temple which is called Beautii^, 
Acts iii. 1-16. 

If Jesus be raised indeed, then the sacrifice which 
he offered is accepted, and the guilty can be par- 
doned and brought to eternal glory. 

If Jesus be risen indeed, then he can sympathise 
with his people, and help them in eveiy time of 
need. Hear his own blessed declaration : " Fear 
not; I am the first and the last: I am he that 
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liveth and was dead ; and behold I am alive for 
evermore. Amen," Eev. i. 17, 18. 

If Jesus be risen indeed, then will he raise us up 
at the last day ; and because he liveth, we shall live 
also, John xiv. 19. 



QUESTIONS ON THE PREOEDINa SUBJECT. 

II. What is an event of the greatest importance to the hap- 
piness of mankind and to the honour of God ? Who took care 
that it should be well attested ? What was added to remove 
every doubt ? Why did Jesus show himself alive, after his 
passion, by many infallible proofs? How did the apostleB 
give witoess of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus ? What is 
their testimony ? 

1. Consider their condition. What might we have ima- 
gined, had they been men of rank, influence, or genius ? Bat 
what kind of men were the apostles P What cannot we there- 
fore conceive ? 

2. What kind of witnesses were they of the fact they avowed ? 
What did they not see ? In whose company were they several 
times after his resurrection ? Whom did they see and touch, 
with whom did they eat and converse ? What is the statement 
of St John ? Who are worthy of credit ? 

3. On what is there an agreement in their evidence ? What 
do they unanimously depose ? Who expressed his disbelief of 
Christ's resurrection ? When the other apostles told bim 
that they had seen the Lord, what did he say unto them ? 
AVhat is the declaration of Thomas ? What does this decla- 
ration of Thomas show ? What did Jesus do and say to him 
in the presence of the other disciples ? What was the answer 
of Thomas ? What does not appear after this ? What can 
their enemies find ? What can they discover ? What do they • 
all declare, whether they are separated one from another or 
are together ? 

4. What may be regarded in support of the fact of the re- 
surrection of Christ ? What would there have been, had they 
waited a few years after the events had taken place, or gone to 
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eonntries to pobliBh them f What did they declare 
kys after the cnicifixion of Christ ? Wl^ere, and on 
f, did thej openly and boldly re-echo their testimony, 
rhom ? What did Peter purticnlarly state when ad* 
the listening mnltitadesf How many heard the 
and embraced Christianity f What is not likely, if 
rrection of Christ had been a fraud ? 
lat were different from those which usually influence 
ds of impostors ? What was it not to acquire ? What 
f to &ce ? And yet in what did they persist till death, 
it did they sign with the last drops of their blood f 
ben, could induce them to publish the fftct of Christ's 
tion? 

tiat was God pleased to afiEb: to the testimony of the 
respecting the resurrection of Christ ? In what way 
tffix his seal of approbation f What miracle was in 
the resurrection and ascension of Christ f In whose 
are the miracles of healing wrought by the aposties ? 
were these miracles proofii f Of what did the Jews, 
ent enemies of Christianity, never complain ? What 
re read for a farther illuBtration f 
00 be risen indeed, what are the benefidal effects f 



CHAPTER XIV. 



THB ASOEKSIOM OF GHBISt/ 



PABT 1. 

Preliminary remarki — The place whence he ascended, Bethany 
— The time of hit aeeension — Questions on the preceding 
sutffect. 

«* And he led them out as &r as to Bethany ; and he lift^ 
up his hands, and bleseed them. And it came to pass, whUe 
he Uessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into 
heayen." — Luxb xziy. 50, 51. 

Christ was a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief ; and what greatly added to his sorrow, was 
the wickedness, rehellion, and miseiy of the human 
family. Wherever he went, he saw mankind vio- 
lating the law of God, grieving the Holy Spirit, and 
rejecting his gospel and authority. And ultimately 
his enemies took counsel to apprehend him, scourge 
him, and put him to an ignominious death, even 
the death of the cross. Having suffered all these 
indignities, Wished the great work for which he 
left his native heaven, and given induhitahle proof 
thereof hy his resurrection from the dead, he re- 
turned to his Father and our Father, to his God 
and our God, that he might carry on and complete 
the grand scheme of the world's salvation. But 
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ere he ascended, we are told that " He led them 
(his disciples) out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted 
tip his hands and hlessed them. And it came to 
pass, while he hlessed them, he was parted from 
them, and carried up into heaven/' Let us notice,' 

I. The place whence he ascended — ^Bethany. Beth- 
any was a town of Judea, where Lazarus and his 
two sisters dwelt. Hither Jesus often retired when 
the toils and cares of the day were over, and in tlie 
bosom of this interesting family, enjoyed a sweet 
seclusion and an endearing fellowship. Here 
^* Jesus wept" with Mary and Martha, and raised 
their brother from the dead. And here Mary 
anointed his feet with precious ointment, and 
wiped them with her hair. Bethany was plea- 
santly situated on the retired and shady side of 
<he Mount of Olives, about two miles from Jerusa- 
lem, on the road to Jericho. " The path to Jeru- 
salem," from this village, says Lord Lindsay, 
^* winds round the mountain and through the vale 
of Jehosaphat, precisely, to all appearance, as it did 
when the Messiah rode thither in regal but humble 
triumph, and the people strewed their garments 
«id branches in the way." On this path, appa- 
rently, our Lord led his disciples when he was 
about to ascend, Mark xi. 1-11. 

The place whence our Lord ascended is called 
by two names, Olivet and Bethany, Luke xxiv. 60 ; 
Acts i. 12. But this difficulty is fully removed by 
•Dr. Lightfoot, who says that " Our Saviour led out 
his disciples, when he was about to ascend, to the 
very first region or tract of Mount Olivet ^ which was 
called Bethany, and was distant from the city a 
Sabbath day's journey. And so far from th^ city 
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itself did the tract extend itself which was called 
Bethphage ; and when he was come to that place 
where the hounds of Bethphage and Bethany met 
and touched one another, he then ascended; in 
that very place where he got upon the ass when he 
rode into Jerusalem, Mark xi. 1. With the utmost 
propriety did he select the Mount of Olives for the 
scene of his ascension. To this place he had fre- 
quently retired for private devotion. Here also at 
tiie foot of the Mount of Olives was the garden of 
Gethsemane, which witnessed the scene of his 
agony, Luke xxiv. 89. Here his sufferings com- 
menced, and here the triumph and glory that were 
to follow. Though he has ascended into heaven, 
he has not relinquished the object for which he 
became incarnate. No: he ever liveth to make 
intercession for us ; and because he lives, we shall 
live also. 

II.' The time of his ascension — Forty days after his 
resurrection. Acts i. 8. It was of the utmost im- 
portance that the apostles should be absolutely and 
for ever assured of the resurrection of Christ, and 
therefore Christ spent forty days upon the earth 
after his resurrection, and proved his identity to 
their satisfaction by many infallible signs. To this 
St. Paul refers in his sermon at Antioch, in Pisidia. 
After speaking of the death and interment of Jesus, 
he says, '' But God raised him from the dead : and 
he was seen many days of them which came up with 
him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his wit- 
nesses to the people," Acts xiii. 80, 81. The ene- 
mies also had ample time to examine the declara- 
tions made respecting his resurrection, and, if false, 
of disproving it. During this time he also instructed 
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his apostles in things of the highest importance 
respecting their office and ministry. Acts i. 3. Haf- 
ing therefore for forty days given demonstrative 
evidence of his resurrection, and prepared his dis- 
ciples for his removal from them, '* He led them 
ont as far as Bethany, and lifted np his hands and 
blessed them. And it came to pass while he bles- 
sed them, he was parted from them, and carried 
np into heaven." 



QUESTIONS ON THE PHECEDING SUBJECT. 

What was Christ? What greatly added to his sorrow? 
What did he see wherever he went ? What did his enemies 
ultimately do ?, Having, therefore, suffered all these indigni- 
ties, finished the great work for wUch he left his native hea- 
ven, and given induhitahle proof thereof hy his resorreotion, 
what did he? What did he retom to his Father to do ? What 
are we told that he did, ere he ascended to his native heaven? 

I. Notice the place whence he ascended, — ^What was Bethany ? 
Whither did Jesns often retire after the toils and oares of ih,e 
day were over ; and what did he enjoy in the bosom of this 
interesting faznily ? What did he do there ? Who anointed 
his feet there wi& preoions oinlanent, and wiped them with 
her hair ? How and where was Bethany sitoated ? How does 
the path wind firom this village to Jerusalem ? Who appa- 
rency led his disciples on this path, when he was about to 
ascend ? 

By what two names is the place whence our Lord ascended 
•ailed ? By whom is this difficulty removed, and what does 
he say on tiie point ? What did he select with the utmost 
propriety? For what purpose had he frequently retired to 
this place ? What garden was here, at the foot of the Mount 
of OUves ? What ti^ere commenced ? What has he not re- 
linquished, though he has ascended into heaven ? What does 
he ever live to do, and why ^all we live also ? 

II. The time of his ascension, — ^How many days after his 
MSQiTeotion was his ascension? What was of the utmott 
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importaiiee f How many days did Christ spend on eftrt 
After his resorreotion ; and by what did he prove his identii 
to their satis&otion f To what does St. Paul refer in his sei 
mon at Antioch, in Pisidia ? What does he say in his sermon 
What had the enemies ample time to do ? During this tim< 
iHiom did he instrciet, and in what did he instmct them 
Having, therefore, for forty days given demonstrative evident 
of his resurrection, and prepared his disciples for his removi 
from them, \diat did he then do, and what came to pass f 



PABT 2. 

THB ASOEHSION OW GBBIST. 

Mi$ emphymmt at th$ Uim of hi» aaeention — Ths manntr i 
hia atcmrion — Ths plac$ to whieh h$ oMendedr—QituUai 
on ths preceding stit(fect. 

III. His employment at the tims of his ascensior 
He was teaching and blessing, Luke xxiv. 60, 51 
Acts i. 7-9. This was in accordance with his whol 
life. He commenced his ministry on the memon 
ble mount with teaching and blessing ; and in thi 
Godlike work he continued, not only till he ha 
presented himself a sacrifice for sin, but after h 
had risen from the dead, till his trumphant ascei 
sion to his native heaven. Of his last interview 
with his disciples, the historian states that "b 
was speaking of the things concerning his kin^ 
dom." Then he lifted up his hands with grei 
solemnity, as did the Jewish high priests over th 
people (Lev. ix. 22), and blessed them, commem 
ing them to the Divine protection. In that poi 
ture, and with words of kindness in his mouth, h 
was separated from them. '' The laws of harmony, 
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s Dr. Campbell, "require the end to be in 
^rdance with the way. The history of true 
atness ought, therefore, like itself, to form a 
aax. Thus hath it been with tlie bulk of this 
id's illustrious names," the Alexanders, the 
sars, the Nelsons, and others. In like manner 

it been with our moral and religious heroes ; 

end has usually been in accordance with the 
r. Many illustrious names might be mentioned ; 

let it suffice for me to state, that when Calvin 
w near his end, and his friends attempted to 
suade him from consuming himself in the la- 
rs of his ministry, he exclaimed, ** What ! do 
. wish that when my lord comes, he should find 
idle ?" But this, or any other instance, is only 
lint emblem of Him whose life and last inter- 
.V were spent in teaching and blessing. How 

of grace and love must his heart have been ; 
he was blessing to the last ! Let us love him 
)ur dearest, best, and constant friend. 
V. The manner of his ascension. — It was Godlike, 
: worthy of Him who had conquered death and 
I. He came down from heaven to destroy the 
'ks of the devil, and to bring many sons to 
mal glory ; and having done his mighty deeds> 
went up as a mighty conqueror and the world's 
iour. Attended by the angelic host, he ap- 
ached the heavenly city, whilst the porters of 

pearly gates cried, " Lift up your heads, O ye 
38 ; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors ,- ieind 

King of glory shall come in," Psa. xxiv. 7-10.. 
} triumphant ascension was frequently foretold 
the ancient seers. ** Thou hast ascended on 
h," says the psalmist ; ** thou hast led captivity. 
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captive : thou hast received gifts for men ; yea, for 
the rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell 
among them." All question as to the reference of 
this prophecy to the Lord Jesus is set at rest by 
the apostle, who, in his Epistle to the Epliesians, 
iv. 8-10, quotes and applies it to him. How per- 
fectly does each particular harmonize with the 
ascension of the Bedeemer ! It was customary for 
a Eoman general, after a successfiil and glorious 
termination of a war, to return to the capital of 
his country. This he entered in triumph. He 
rode in a lofty car. Some of the spoils were sus- 
pended from on high. A number of the captives 
were fastened to the axletree of the chariot wheels, 
and myriads gazed at it, and shouted the conquer- 
or's triumphs. Jesus, also, our triumphant Lord, 
having conquered Satan, defeated hell, vanquished 
death, led captivity captive, bound them to his 
triimiphal car, and *<made a show of them openly." 
Then ** he received gifts for men," and to men he 
gave them. "He gave to some, apostles; and 
some, prophets ; and some, evangelists ; and some, 
pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ." " Yea, for tlie rebellious also, that 
the Lord God might dwell among them." 

V. The place to which he ascended — ** Carried up 
into heaven." Not into the starry heavens, as his 
final residence, but into the third heaven, into 
which St. Paul was caught ; for " we have a great 
High Priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus 
the Son of God," Heb. iv. 14. Again, Christ is 
said to have entered within the veil," Heb. vi. Id ; 
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'* into the holy place, even into heaven itself, to 
appear in the presence of God/' Heh. ix. 13, 34. 

Of his ascension to his Father he had frequently 
spoken, to calm the minds of his sorrowing disci- 
ples. " I ascend to my Father and your Father, to 
my God and your God. I came forth from the 
Father, and am come into the world ; again I leave 
the world, and go to the Father." When he left 
them on the Mount of Olives, he gradually went 
up, till a cloud received him out of their sight, pro- 
bahly a cloud of angelic beings. And while they 
stood gazing, two men appeared in white apparel ; 
that is, two angels in human form, and said, ''Why 
stand ye gazing into heaven ? This same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven," Acts i. 9-11. It was in that happy region 
in which the dying Stephen beheld him when he 
exclaimed, "I see Uie heavens opened, and the Son 
of man standing at the right hand of God," Acts 
vii. 66. 

Of the full glories of that heaven to which our 
Bedeemer has gone, we can form no adequate con- 
ception: "For eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that love 
him," 1 Cor. ii. 9. ThiUier he is gone as our head 
and representative. His glory is the pledge of 
ours ; because he lives, we shall live also. 



QUHSTIONS ON THE FBBOEDING SUBJECT. 

ni. Hii ftnpHoyfMnt at th$ Um$ of hit oiCMHon. — ^Whai 
was he doing? In what was this m aeoordanca? Yfiih 
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what did he commence his ministry on the memorable momit f 
How long did he continue in this Godlike work ? Of his last 
interview with his disciples, what does the historian state ? 
What did he then do ? In what posture was he when he was 
separated from them ? What does Dr. Campbell say about 
ihe laws of harmony ? What are the names of some of those 
illustrious ones whose end was in accordance with their lives ? 
What has been in like manner with our moral and religious 
heroes ? What might be mentioned, but what may suffice for 
me to state ? Of whom is this instance, or any other, only a 
faint emblem ? Why must his heart have been fall of grac* 
and love ? How should we love him ? 

IV. The mcmner of his ascennon, — ^What was it, and of 
whom Tras it worthy ? Whence did he come, and for what 
purpose ? Haying done his mighty deeds, how did he go up 
to heaven ? Attended by the angelic host, what did he ap- 
proach, and what did the porters of the pearly gates cry ? By 
whom was his triumphant ascension freq,uently marked out ? 
What did the psalmist say ? What is set at rest, and by whom ? 
What perfectly harmonizes with the ascension of the Be« 
deemer? What was it customary for a Boman general to da 
after a successful and glorious termination of a war ? What 
did Jesus, our triumphant Lord, do, having conquered Satan, 
defeated hell, and vanquished death ? Wliat did he receive, 
and to whom did he give them ? For what purpose did hd 
give gifts to them ? For whom did he receive gifts also, and 
for what purpose ? 

V. The place to which he ascended. — To what place was he 
carried ? Was it the starry, or the third heaven into which he 
was carried ? Which of the apostles was caught into the third 
heaven ? Whom have we that is passed into the heavens f 
Where is Christ said to have entered ? 

Of what had he frequently spoken, to calm the minds of 
his sorrowing disciples ? "WTiat had he said ? When he left 
them on the Mount of Olives, ho"v^ did he go up ? What re- 
ceived him out of their sight ? And while they stood gazing, 
wlio appeared in white apparel ? What did the two angels in 
human form say ? Who beheld him in that happy region, and 
what did he exclaim ? 

Of what can wo form no adequate conception ? Why can- 
not we form any adequate conception ? Who is gone thither 
&s our head and representative ? Of what is his glory a pledge t 
Why shall we live also ? 
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PABT 8. 

THE ASCENSION OF 0HBI8T. 

Be ascended to receive the reward of his works on earth — To 
receive yijtsfor men — That he might take posession of hit 
heavenly inheritance — That he might carry on his mediato- 
rial work — That he might be invested with absolute power 
and dominion — Qtiestions on the preceding stdyect, 

VI. The design of his ascension. 

1. He ascended to receive the reward of his 
works on earth. " Who," says St. Paul, " for the 
joy that was set before him, endured the cross, de- 
spising the shame, and is now sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God," Heb. xii. 2. 
Jesus also appealed to his disciples, saying, " Ought 
not Christ to have suffered these things, and to 
enter into his glory ?" Luke xxiv. 36. Mark his 
humiliation, and the indignity he bore here below ! 
See how he hungered, thirsted, laboured, sorrowed, 
wejpt, suffered, bled, and died ! But now "we see 
Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels 
for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and 
honour," Heb. ii. 9. Of his glorified humanity, 
John was favoured with a view in the Isle of Pat- 
mos, and thus describes its dazzling appearance : 
"I saw seven golden candlesticks; and in the midst 
of the seven candlesticks, one like unto the Son of 
man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and 
girt about the paps with a golden girdle. His head 
and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow, 
and his eyes were as a flame of fire ; and his feet 
like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace ; 
and his voice as the sound of many waters. And 
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he had in his right hand seven stars : and out of 
his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword : and his 
countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. 
And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. 
And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto 
me, Fear not ; I am the first and the last : I 
«m he that liveth, and was dead ; and, hehold, I 
am alive for evermore, Amen ; and have the keys 
of hell and of death," Rev. i. 12-18. What a striking 
illustration is this of what St. Paul had stated : — 
" Wherefore God hath highly exalted him, and given 
him a name which is ahove every name," Phil. ii. 9. 
There he is in the possession of the full "joy tibat 
was set hefore him ;" and, thank God ! we may share 
with him, for he hath said, ** I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, Uiere 
ye may he idso," John xiv. 3, 

3. He ascended to receive gifts for men, espe- 
cially the gift of the Holy Spirit. With the pro- 
mise of the descent of the Holy Spirit, Jesus calmed 
the minds of his sorrowing disciples, saying, " Ne- 
vertheless, I tell you the truth ; it is expedient for 
you that I go away; for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come imto you ; hut if I depart, 
I will send him unto you." This gracious promise 
was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost, when they 
were all filled \\ath the Holy Ghost. Then the 
Holy Spirit brought to their minds all that Jesus 
had taught them while yet upon earth, with all the 
freshness and glory of a new revelation ; aiid he 
enabled them to speak with other tongues; and 
their words ran like fire, and three thousand were 
pricked in their hearts, and looked to Jesus Ohrist 
for the remission of sins. And when the multi« 



900TSTBP8 OF JE8U8. 17d 

tudd were amazed and marvelled, Peter explained 
the case, saying, ** This Jesns hath God raised up, 
whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore being by the 
right hand of God exalted, and having received of 
the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath 
shed forth this which we now see and hear," Acts 
ii. 82, 33. It is the Holy Spirit that we still need 
in our pulpit ministrations, that the gospel of Jesus 
may go forth as brightness, and his salvation as a 
lamp that bumeth. Thank God ! we all may re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit ; for Jesus hath 
said, " If ye, then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children: how much more 
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spiifit to 
them that ask him?" Luke xi. 13. 

8. He ascended that he might take possession 
of his heavenly inheritance in behalf of his people. 
He had purchased a heavenly kingdom with his 
own precious blood (Eph. i. 14; Eev. v. 9), and 
went to take possession of the same for his own 
residence and the residence of his people. Jesus, 
4iherL about to leave his troubled disciples, com>^ 
forted them with the prospect and promise of living 
with him in his Father's house, John xiv. 1, 8. 
For this he prayed when on the eve of his passion. 
<* Father, I will that they also whom thou hast given 
me, be with me where I am ; that they may behold 
my glory," John zvii. 34. Warmly was he attached 
to his disciples, who had been wi& him in his hu- 
miliation, and Uierefore desired that they might be 
with him in glory ; '* ThcU they may behold my glory t,^* 
Perfect ghry I unspeakable glory! eternal glory t Jo- 
seph was anidous that his fa^er Jacob might sea 
his glory. But what was the glory of Egypt, or 
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what are all the palaces in the world, coi^pared 
with the temple of the Redeemer ? Its gates are 
pearl, and its walls shining jasper. If this he the 
splendour of its outworks, what then must he the 
glory of its inner courts ? Sapphires and diamonds 
are not to he compared to the glory of its interior. 
Besides, there is no night there ; hut eternal day 
shines with unending perfection. To this glory we 
may be brought, and there be enthroned with kings 
and priests, amidst the splendour of real greatness, 
and enjoy everlasting felicity ; for Jesus still says, 
" To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with 
me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am 
set down with my Father in his throne," Rev. iii. 
21. 

4. He ascended that he might carry on his me- 
diatorial work in heaven. When he made an atone- 
ment on the cross, ho laid the basis of his intercession, 
which he now carries on in heaven. " When he 
had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the 
right hand of the Majesty on high," Heb. i. 3. We 
are told that the high priest, under the law, after 
he had slain the sacrifice, took the blood, and pass- 
ing within the veil, sprinkled it on the mercy-seat, 
so making intercession for the people. ** This sig- 
nifying," says the apostle, " that the way into the 
holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as 
the first tabernacle was yet standing. But Christ 
being come an high priest of good things to come, 
by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made 
with hands, that is to say, not of this building ; 
neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his 
own blood, he entered in once into the holy place. 
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having obtained eternal redemption for us/' Heb. 
ix. 8^ 11, 13. 
There he lives to plead the penitent's cause. 

" Five bleeding wounds he bears, 
Received on Oalvary ; 
They ponr effi^tnal prayers, 
They strongjly plead for me, — 

* Forgive him I on, forgive,* they cry, 

* Nor let tiiat ransomed sinner die."* " 

He lives to present the prayers of all his saints, 
and obtain for them acceptance with God: "Where- 
fore he is able also to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth 
to make intercession for them," Heb. vii. 26. "XiCt 
us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
in time of need," Heb. iv, 16. 

5. He ascended that he might be invested with 
absolute power and dominion : and that he might 
fully exercise his regal authority, and bring many 
subjects to eternal glory. To be thus exalted was 
the joy that was set before him in all his. sufferings, 
and for which he endured the cross. Of his exal- 
tation the Father said unto him, " Thy throne, O 
God, is for ever and ever," Heb. i. 8. In confir- 
mation of this, Jesus also said unto his disciples, 
** I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath 
appointed unto me," Luke xxii. 39. Thus exalted, 
he observes whatever is done in his dominions ; no 
secret plot or conspiracy of his enemies can escape 
his eye ; no fraud of wicked men, nor of evil spirits, 
can baffle his designs, Psa. ii. 1-6. And as his eye is 
ever open to observe, so his arm is ever extended to 
guard his people, Psa. Ixxii. 2.6, 12-14, 17. ThuA 
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enlted, ^'he most reign tin be ha^ p«t aO eBemiflB 
imder his feet," 1 Cor. xr. 35, and extend his 
own kingdom finom sen to ne, end front tlie riven 
totheends<rftlieeerdi; and then tbe engdie choir 
dtall sing, ** Hallehijah, lor the Lnd €iod omnipo- 
tent reigneth,** Ber. xix. 5. Therefore let ns set 
oor a&ctions <m things above, not <m things on the 
earth; that when Qirist, who is our Mfe, shall 
appear, we maj also appear with him in gloiy, 
CoL iii. d, 4. 



QUESTIONS OH THE FEEGEDIHG 8UBJE0T. 

VL Ths dengn of hit a§emriatu 

1. He Mcended to reeeive the reirvd of his mnAB on etxtti. 
"Wbftt does St PmiI tay on this point f To irfaom did Jesns 
Mppetl, and what did he aay on this ? "What are ire to nunk ? 
What are we to see ? But what are we now to see ? Wbo 
was fiiYonred with a Tiew of his glorified humanity in the Isle 
of Patmofl ? What does John say of its fjaz^ling appearance ? 
When John saw him, what did he do ? What did Jesus lay 
upon John, and say to him ? Of what is this a striking iUus- 
tration? What had he stated? Where is he? Who may 
share with him ? Why may we shxre with him ? 

2. He ascended to reeeive gifts for men, especially the gifk 
of the Holy Spirit. With what did Jesus calm the minds of 
his sorrowing disciples ? What did he say to comfort them ? 
When was this gracious promise fulfilled ? What did the Holy 
Spirit then bring to their minds with all the fireshness and 
glory of a new revelation ? With what did the Holy Spirit 
enable them to speak ? And what were the effects produced 
by this miracle ? And when the multitude were amazed and 
marvelled, what did Peter explain and say ? What do we still 
need in our pulpit ministrations ? Why do we need the Holy 
Spirit f What may we all receive ? Why may we receive tha 
gift of the Holy Spirit ? 

3. He ascended that he might take poBsession of his bea- 
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Tenly inheriianed in behalf of hii people. What had he pur- 
chased with his own precious blood ? Of what did he go to 
take possession ? With what did Jesns comfort his troubled 
disciples when about to leave them ? For what did he pray 
on the eve of his passion, and what did he say in his prayer f 
To whom was he warmly attached ? What did he desire re- 
specting them ? What kind of glory is his ? For what was 
Joseph anxious ? Why was not &e gloiy of Egypt, nor all th« 
palaces in the world, compared wiUi tiie temple of the Be- 
deemer ? To this glory who may be brought ? With wbcoxi 
shall we there be enthroned, amidst what kind of greatness, 
and enjoying what kind of felicity ? Why may we be brought 
to this glory ? 

4. He ascended that he might carry on his mediatorial woric 
in heaven. When he had niiAde an atonement on the cross, 
what did he lay ? Where did he sit, when he had by himself 
purged our sins f What are we told that the high priest un- 
der the law did ? What does the apostle say this signified ? 
What does he say of the priesthood of Ohrist ? Whose cause 
does he live to plead? Whose prayers does he live to present, 
and what does he obtain for them ? Whom is he able to save 
to the uttermost, and why is he able to save them ? What 
should we therefore do } 

5. He ascended that he might be invested with absolute 
power and dominion ; and that he might ftilly exercise his 
regal authority, and bring many subjects to eternal glory. 
What was the joy that was set before hun in all his sufferings, 
and for which he endured the cross ? What did the Father 
say unto him of his exaltation ? In confirmation of this, what 
did Jesus also say unto his disciples ? Being thus exalted, 
what does he observe ? As his eye is ever open to observe, 
what is his arm ever extended to do ? Being thus exalted, 
what shall he do ? What shall the angelic choir then singi 
Where should we therefore set our affections ? Why should 
we set them on things above ? 
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ENTIRE SANOTIFIOATION DISTINCT FBOM JUS- 
TIFICATION, AND ATTAINABLE BEFO^ DEATH. 
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NOTICES OF THE WORK. 

** Tonr bright little book will win for you the weU-eamed 
thanks of thousands. Tour views harmonize with the teach- 
ings of the great masters in Methodism. With an unening 
finger, your book points to the path that brightens to the per- 
fect day. It will, it must do good." — ^Bby. W. Sandebsoiv. 

** I deem it Methodistic in doctrine, earnest in tone, prae- 
tical in tendency, and a work calculated for useftilness among 
our churches." — Bey. W. Antlipf. 

** I like your little book, and I hope it will receive what it 
merits — an extensive circidation." — Rev. C. Kendall. 

** It is not chaff, but wheat ; and you may calculate on its 
producing, through the certain blessing of God, a crop over 
which you will rejoice at the last day." — Rev. P. Milson. 

" To prove that justification, in the ordinary acceptation of 
the term, and sanctification, are distinct blessings, is a primacy 
object with Mr. Worsnop ; and, availing himself of the opinions 
of the Rev. J. Wesley, Dr. A. Clarke, &c. ; and entrenching 
himself behind the records of divine truth, we think he makes 
good his position. This manual is well adapted for useful- 
ness, and the author has our best wishes for success in hit 
effort to promote what is essential to the true dignity of the 
church — ^the purity of her members." — Rev. W. Habland, 
JBditor of tho Frimitive MethodUt Mageuine. 

** Mr. Worsnop, in addition to plain, scriptural declarations, 
exhortations, and promises, supports his arguments by quota- 
tions from Fletcher, Adam Clarke, Richard Watson, W. Cooke, 
and others. We cordially commend the book to the serious 
perusal of our readers." — Wesleyan Times. 

*' A clear and edifying treatise on the glorious hope of our 
•ailing."— Rev. W. L. Thobnton, M.A., Editor of th$ Wei- 
l$yan Magazine, 

*' Mr. Worsnop's Essays on Entire Sanotification are, in my 
judgment, scriptural in sentiment, and calculated to do good." 
—Rev. J. Petty. 

** I have read your work on Entire Sanctification, and like 



it yery well. I think — ntkj, 1 am sure — ^it will do good. li 
doBerves » wide circulation." — ^Bet. S. Dean. 

** I have read yonr little work on the sin-kiUing doctrine of 
Entire Sanctification, and have no doubt whatever bnt it has 
Heaven's approval, and will be blessed in furthering the glo- 
rious doctrine dear to the heart of every real Methodist." — 
Rev. G. Wabneb. 

" It is a very sweet little work <m an all-important subject ; 
clear, sound, Mothodistic, and peculiarly adapted to the capa- 
bilities and pockets of thousands of our private members. I 
wish it an extensive circulation." — ^Eev. T. Newsome. 

" I was very much pleased [with your * Sanctification'] 
with its neat and perspicuous style, logical conclusions, scrip- 
tural sentiments, and admirable arrangement, and hope it will 
have a circulation commensurate with its intrinsic worth." — 
Rev. H. Cbabtbeb. 

** I have read your little work on Sanctification with much 
pleasure, and should be pleased to hear that it is extensivelj 
circulated amongst our beloved people. ' It would help minis- 
ters and people in the great work of soul-saving." — ^Rey. W. 
Fulton. 

** This little manual treats on Entire Sanctification under 
the following heads : — ^Entire Sanctification explained ; dis- 
tinct from justification ; attainable in this life ; possibility of 
retaining the blessing ; the Christian believer encouraged to 
expect Entire Sanctification. On these several subjects he is 
clear, scriptural, and earnest. His explanations and defence 
of the doctrine are well reasoned out, and sustained by quota- 
tions from standard authorities." — ^RsY. W. Cooee, I>.I>., 
author of " Christian Theohpy" ete. 

** I have read your piece on Entire Sanctification with great 
pleasure, and regard it as a clear, scriptural, and faithful exposi- 
tion of that important truUi. The affectionate and eaniest 
tone in which you urge the pursuit of it, also merits speoiBl 
commendation. By the blessing of the God of peace, I trosl 
that this labour of yours will not be in vain." — ^RsY. Johh 
Hannah, D.D., Theoiogiedl Tutor^ Didsburp. 

" It is an excellent compendium : sound, scriptural, and 
experimental. Would be of inestimable service to young eon- 
verts ; and the occasional reading would refresh the memory 
and stimulate the faith of advanced believers. Wishing it a 
a large circulation," &c. — Rev. R. M. Wilcox, WesUyan Stip,^ 
London, 

" Had your small publication on the grace of Entire Sane- 
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tifieation be«n ft noTel eipodtion, its utility would hxn been 
qneBtionable ; boi its teaehings being in aeeordance nith those 
ol Wetdej, Cnarke* Cooke, and other maalfr-^minded Methodists, 
it is a safe and mefdl book ; while its clear, simple, style, and 
handy size and priee, are reasons why it ought to be extensiyely 
ciroolated.*'— &T. J. Flbsheb. 



ST THS BAXX AVTHOB, 

SOBIPTTTItE QUESTIONS FOB FAMILIES AND BIBLE 
QUkSSES. Second Thousand, neatly bound in cloth, 2s. 

** This a book of great and substantial excellence, which 
jpasf be rendered remarkably useful by the judicious parent, 
nuilor, or teacher. In a copious pre&ce the author expatiates 
m a Tery instructiye manner on the best method of conducting 
Bible or Select Classes, after which he proceeds with 260 pages 
of Questions on weU-selected texts. The book, while adapted 
to be useful for purposes of tuition, may be Tery benefiioally 
used for priTate study.*' — J. Campbell, D.D. 

London: Biorabd Dayhb, Conference Offices, Sutton 
Street, Commercial Boad, E. ; and all Booksellers. 
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